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REFLEC
nclined to do as the Pharisee did, B Y T H E

his eyes to Heaven and thank
that he is not like those rude Australians. Certainly, if the

our Party of Australia be like unto the Labour Party in the
ish. House of Commons, then is Australia deserving of -some
pathy. The truth, so far as it may be discovered at this distance,
iat the Labour Party of Australia would be more properly ýtermed
idical Party. In a country where the urban population is so large
the agricultural population so stnall, compared with Canada, a

,ur party is not SQ unnatural as might appear at flrst sight.
Besides, a labour party well led should he as efficient and as
'tive as'any other party. Hon. Andrew Fisher, the new premier,
man with considerable parliamentary experience. He served in
Queensland parliament before confederation. In i904, he was
[ster of trades and customs, and premier in i908 and 1909. He is
rotectionist, his protection policy differing only from Canada's
ection policy in that he would protect only those industries which
union rates of wages. This difference is not very deep, since

'y Canadian governiment, federal or provincial, has adopted the
ciple of union wages on ail government work.
There is one striking differenice between our labour party and
Australian. Canada's trades-unionists are inclined to ignore the.
tary and naval forces of the country as being the engines of,
talism while the Australian trades-unionists recognise that
o)nal safety can only be assured by a proper development of both
e forces. Australia is surrounded by browni and yellow neigli-
rs, and if Australia is to remain a w'hite mian's country, the miii-
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want the logs to keep their mills going,AT IO N S as the United States supply of logs is
flot sufficient to meet the demand.

E D 1 T 0 R Nevertheless, the question is a purely
domestic one and Ontario and Quebec

are pursuing a policy which would find equal favour with the United
States if the positions were reversed. When the United States
objeets to our conserving our national resources in thisý way, the
fflmnsiness of the objection is so apparent that it may be passed
unnoticed.

New Brunswick and Nova Scotia will no doubt adopt similar
regulations at an early date. It is to be hoped -that they will not
delay their action until their spruce supply is nearly exhausted. Nova
Scotia is in an especially bad way in regard to its crown lands. No
scientific surveys have ever been made and thousands of miles of
Nova Scotian crown lands have slipped into private hands without
any- benefit to the provincial treasury. It is claimed by those who
know something of the facts, that Nova Scotia has the most unsatis-
factory crown land administration of ail the provinces. This is due
to carelessness and incompetence extending over haîf a century.

140W valuable the timber lands of Canada are becoming is well
Silluistrated by the recent action of, the Miniister of Lands and

Mines for Ontario.' By a isimple flourish of his pen, Hon.ý Frank
Cochrane has added $35o,ooo a year to the income from timber liits.
To accomplish this, he has increased the dues on pine, sawlogs fromn
one dollar to one dollar and a haîf per thousand feet, the dues on
square timbe *r from $20 to $5o per thousand feet and groulnd rents
from $3 to $5 per mile. Further, the lumnbermen must pay the entire
cost of fire-ranging instead of one-half as form-erly.

Previous to 1887, the dues on pine sawlogs, which is the main
item in this bill of charges, was 75 cents. It was then increased to
one dollar. Now there is a further increase of fifty per cent. About
half a billion feet per year is the total output.

0f cour~se 'the lumbermen are objecting. Some of them say the
government has taken themn by the throat. In the end, the people
wll probably be forced to pay, especially if general trade conditions
continue as favourable this year as they were last year. However,
the goverrimn have fulIy investigated the subject before taking this
action and have decided that it is in the public interest, It is another
phase of the agitation for the conservation of our national resources.


