
COUNTRY AND SUBURBAN LIFE SUPPLEMENT.

gardens. No class holds monopoiy of the pleasure
and profit ini the soil. The city man, if lie desires,
can employ bis most skillful hands and expend his
tens of thousands by using this instrumentality upon
is civic estate. But outside of town and city there
is the favoured mass, the priviieged commurîity,
that may. see and hear as the sweet voice cries to
them to join in the luxurious deliglits and rewards
of suburban and country employment.

We in Canada to-day are reaping the fruits of
many generations in the culture of our sou. In a
general way when we speak of agriculture, in the
more specific way when we think of intensive agri-
culture or skillful gardening, there are more fresh,
unblotted pages presented, for writing thereupon,
to the friends of the soul and garden in Canada
than to any other people in any other portion of
the world. Babylon contributed some horticultural
experience to Persia. Persia handed down some-
thing improved to Greece. Greece contributed in
turn to Rome, and Rome for many a day helped the
>countries to which hier world-wide influence ex-
~tended. Then Itaiy and France have produced
their particular styles of gardening, and the Dutch
have added another. But here, as in many other
things, Canadians do not need to go beyond their
British borders for that which, in skill and style,

niay be counted the best obtainable. The Americans
desire to have a way of their own, and lie it
acknowleclged that they are progressing well. But
the British type by intelligent Canadians is recog-
nized as the preferable type for Canadian example.
Baton Hall and Drumlanrig; Chatsworth and Dal-
keith; the Botanic Gardens at Sheffield and Bir-
mingham, and the kitchen and forcing garden of
His Majesty at Frogmiore; the remodelled garden
architecture at Trentham, and the royal gardens at
Kew are ail prepared to furnish, in one way or
another, wh 'at is helpful to the ambitious Canadian
gardener.

Lord Bacon says: "God Almighty first planted a
garden; and indeed it is the purest of human
pleasures. It is the greatest refreshment to the
spirits of nman, without which buildings and palaces
are but giross handwqrk." One of the promising.
features in our youngCanada at the present time
is that wave of garden enthusiasmi that is felt ail
over the land. Hlence some of those who wish the
very best for our country are crying-speed the day
when the intelligent cultivation of the garden and
field, along with artistic application of landscape
skill, will forge into topmost place, in the estimation
of a prosperous people, the premier enterprise of
the nation.

The outlook is bright. The encouragement is en-
hanced by the interest manifested on the part of
litterateurs who place choice columans in their pub-
lications at the disposai of those who are in sympa-
thetic touch with "teeming old mother earth."

At this particular season when men, marking the
movements of the rolling years, take a thoughtful
look back, in order that they may gain momentum
for the reach forward, there is a sacred impulse
which would grip the future grandly. Contempla-
tion will be rewarded by enlarged vision scanning
the good time coming when "there shaîl lie showers
of blessing." In those days there will be raised up
"a plant of renown." Upon the higla mountains of
Israel shahl their fold lie, and in a fat pasture shaîl
they feed. No fallen branches shal lie in the val-
leys. No broken boughs shaîl lie by the rivers.
Where before there was wilderness, there will lie
graceful growths f rom "the cedar, the shittali tree,
and the myrtle, and the oul tree." Where formerly
there was desert now will be set "the, fir tree, the
pine, and the box together." Then the Creator
shahl "glorify Hiniseif in the forest." Old earth,
having recôvered herself, shahl join with every
being that can voice a peau in showing forth praise
to God.
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