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THE REAL FREEDOMONE of the greatest jokes ever perpetrated on
the people of this North American Continent
.- that is, of Canada and the United States-
la the hoax that they are "free" because

they are flot much bothered hy governmental regula-
tiens. They are "free" becauce they can do what
thoy please. In the samne sense, a baby ls "free"
wbon It ls where It can reach a bottle of poison and
drink Its contents under the impression that It is
food. A man may ho "free" to wnlk wbere hoe wll
when there le no ralling'to prevent hlm Croin stepping
off a precipice on a dark nigbt; but would hoe not
really bo "freor" to walk where fancy mlght load If
hoe knew that thore was a ralling at the edge of the
precipice and that there was no danger? Would not
the very tear o! walking off the unralled precipîce
constitute a Car greater encroachment on is "tree-
dom" than would a stone wall at that point ton-foot

Nblgh?

Y ET that la the very position of Our people who
Imagine that tbey are "free" because tboy are
not protected froin danger. Many a tidal wave

ef laughter bas relled over this continent froxu the
Rio Grande te Hudson Bay at the patient and police-
oppressod Germans who find themelves confronted
at every point wltb a sigu on wbich is paintod-
"Verboten." The German cannot "walk on the grass"
-hoe muet keep to the patb. Ho cannot do this, that
or the other thing. is every-day Ilfe ls cribbed,
cablned and confined by laws and by-laws and police
regulations, to wbich no free British subjeet or Amn-
encean citizen would submit for a moment. So we
chatter; and our Joint peoplos bave weil-nigb got
the iock-jaw over laughlng et this absurd Gorman
wbo speaks English wlth su Cunny an accent and
always carnies sausages la bis pocket. Then we go
out and buy and eet diseased meat because the
butebers are "1free"l teo l t-pay good-clotb prices
Cor ebeddy because the merchanta are "free" net te
label lt-buy brown-paper bout soles because the
shoe-men are "free" te choat us If they can-gîve
Dur babies dlrty and dangerou mllk to drink because,
we have ne adequate milk lnspectlon-and, finaily,
bankrupt ourselves by paylng for cewy rumerais bo-
cause thero are ne meddlesome laws te prevent It.

UST wbo the iaugb le on la the end, may net beJclear. There cortainiy nover was perpetrated a
more ludicrous and cestly bit o! bad logic than

the tbory that a free democracy cannot permit itseif
to e olnUtely govorned by a centralized executive.
That la exactly what a free democracy--and enly a
free domocracy-can afford to do. If there le ne
free democracy te cbeck and admonlsh, and remoye
If neCessary, that centrallzed axecutive whîch ven-
tures te mlnutely govern a people la ail Its activîties,
thon the executIve may become a tyranny-e-ven a
selfish tyranny seeking the enrichment o! Rte owf
malabars. But -when the. executlve-tbe Govera-
ment-Is made by the democracy, lives by grace
of the democracy, can hoe removed at 'wlII by the
domnocracy, thon Its activities can nover anieunt te
a permanent tyranny. If the people do flot lke theni,
on the whoie, tbey can put a stop te themi.

MOREOVER, the demecracy la exactly the terniMof government which cannot afford te do wlth-
eut a groat deal et this very governmontai

regulation. The commun charge--tho only dangerous
charge-agalnst deocracy to-day, le that it la a
failure as a governlng cyctem. Its crls say, with
a sneer, that demnocracy may hoe theoretlcally ideal;
bUt that It dos net give us good goveramelit. Tbey
ailege that '-g-aftt, incompotence, patronage and al
sillar ovils fiourlsh under the shadow o! a carelese
and Ignorant democracy; and Point in centrast ta
wbat tbey dlaIm are able, efficient, and capable auto-
eratic governments. And their ground et attack la
shrewdly chosen. There la absolutely nothlng else
which cuuid, with any chance o! sudccea, hoe sald
agaînst the demnocratlc Corma of gevernment. Tt can-
net ho cbarged that the Comma le anything short e!
perfect-lt can only hoe charged that It dose net

S a demnocracy shouid ho at speciai pains te geveraS weii. It shouid-as I sald on a proviens occa-
sion-s-elect and pay for the bost public ser-

vices;, and it, should go heyond that and givo the
people the henofits o! goed government at every point
wbere they can at ail heosupphîed. And thora are lots
.o! tbemn. Why sho'ild 1 bo in doubt, whien 1 go into
a butcher shop--5ay, a emali and cheap one-whother
tho beet I ami about te huy, wau tuhercular? Wby
.$,hould 1 wonder whetber the flobh 1 thînk ef eating,

lias beeiî kept too long? Why should I not know that
the milk I pour on my breakfast-food is dlean? Why
should it not ho a crime for a glib dlerk to tell me
that a garment is all-wool when it is part-cotton?
Wby should I flot ho protected by the Govemnment
frorn ail the petty thieveries which are perpetrated
on me under the guise of "trade methods"? Thece
are the thinge which goverfiments ought to do for us
-the thinga which make up nine-tentha oC the life o!

the average citizen.

W E want a'lot more government than we have.
Instead o! belng alarmed when it proposes te
enter Jargely and lntlmately into the details

of our dlly lite, we should be alarmed when it dosa
not. Government cannot burt us-cannot become
tyrannIcal-so long as we boid the whlp-hand over
it through the universel ballot. The moment an
officer becomes tee officious, or employa his officiai
powers for -bie own profit, we cen kick hlmr eut. We
can de this new by applylng pressure te the Govera-
nment whlch appointe hlm; but, If that ho net ex-
peditlous and effective enuugh, we can estebhlch the
shorter eut te the camne result by enecting "the re-
caîl." Wbat we want la a systexu ef governaient
which wli pretect us trexu Intricate theft and
shadowy spoliations and Indirect outrages as It now
pretects us troxu the grosser and more palpable
varieties et these crimes. Wbat ls the real dîffer.
once hetween having yeur pocket picked o! a dollar
bill, and baving a marchant seoit you a Craudulent
article wblch doos yen eut o! byve dellars? Wbhy
sbould the Goverament erreet une tâter and pretect
theoether ?-tur It doos protect hlm as yeu wlIl dis-
cover If yeu attempt to punlsh hlm yeursel! 'with a
straigbt le!t-bander on the noce.

THE MONOCLE MAN.

United States' Indebtednes
Montreal, March l7th, 1914

Editor Canadian Courler:

Sir,--As an admirer and regular reader et yeur
magazine, I arn joaleus ot Its reputation for veracltY
and as an educator of Young Canada. Facto relatling
te our country or any other country cbouid net ho
misrepreeented. Give the people the truth, the re-
suite will take care o! theniseives.

In your Issue o! March l4th, you have anether
article entitied ,Excecs et Experte," la wbicb your
conclusions are aimeet as erreneous as those la the
provieus article On the same eubject. Permit me, ae
brlefly as possible, te point eut some of your errera
and omnissions. Yen mention that "Sir George Paish
Baye that the United States ewes about 3,440 mil-
lions abroad." Yen bave been carelesa in quoting
hlm, Cor hoe gi-vos that sum as the amount et British
capital atone Invested la the United States la the
year 1910. Why not come up te date? The same
authorlty givos the ameunt e! British capital la-
veated in the United States as 3,770 millions la 1913,
and aise says that during the past savon years the
berrowlngs o! the United States la Great BnItain bave
averaged over 115 million dollars a year, se that
accordlng te your own authorlty the States is still
a borrowlllg nation, and absoiuteiy unable te finance
its own undertaings at home, aithough1 Your con-
clusion le te the contrary, despite the figures ut the
autherlty yen have named. Eîther Sir George Paieh
or the Edîtor ot The Courlor le wrong. Personaiiy,
1 bave more confidence la the figures ef Sir George.
No intelligent person weuld dlaim that Brîtain la
the only ceuntry la the world with lnvestments la
the UTnited States. White ne accurate figures o!
foreigu investments In any country are obtainabie,
ut le net cafo te assume that the lnvestments of
France, Gerînany and ail the other nations e! the
worid, large and small, are (lutte as large, If they
do flot exceed those et Great Bnitaîn. If se, thon
you muet et once double the amount o! Interest
mentioned In your article, payable on Coreigu Invest-
mente. Yeu wIll flow se0 tbat quIte an lnroad la
being made on that 700 millions excese et exporte,
whIcb by the peculiar roasenlng e! the machine poi-
tician, le iouked upon as profit.

The excess e! experts o-ver Importe troni july let,
1898, tu June 3Oth, 1913, was 8,021 maillions. Froni
July lst, 1834, te June 30th, 1913, the figures are
10,643 Millions, and as this excess le stili increaslng,
thora 'w-i ho consîderable difficulty la coilectlng it,
even il It dld represent a debt due the «United States,
whIch, e! course, It doe net, as there le nothlng to
show that there are credita abroad for any sncb
sumn. That tremendous suxu cimpiy ropresents a
drain on the national weaith te meet !orelgn ohi-
gations.

Most People are aware that the absurd Pretective

Tariff of the United States has absolutely driven lier
mercantile marine off the high seas, so that the sum
she pays annually for the transportation of lier enor-
mous freight and passenger traffic practically ail
goes to foreign ship owners. That sum cannot faîl
short of 150 to 200 million dollars. Strange that you
should overlook such an Important Item, for it cer-
tainly takes another big slice off that 700 millions of
exports, in fact, the whole 300 millions which you
dlaim was left to be invested at home in Canadian,
Brazilian, Mexican and other securities bas already
vanished in the payaient of interest to forelga ship
owners, and on foreign investments (other than
British), of which you made no mention at ail. Sureiy
an item of 200 or 300 millions ls worthy of note, and
sbould flot be ignored In teaching a class in
economics.

Nor have you made any mention of the sains trans-
mitted annually by the Immigrants to their kmn at
home. 1 saw an item in a New York paper sorne time
ago that the foreigners of that clty sent somethlng
like tive miillons home to Europe during Xmas
season ef 1912. The came process is golng on aIl
ovter the country In every city and town, and every
dollar muet be pald In experts.

Time and space wll not permit the enumeration
of many other instances wbere remittances are con-
tlnually belng made to foreign ceuntries, which are
ail paid in exports, for nothing cornes back tn return.
Without wearylng you furtber, I thInIt you curely
muet seis that the excees of exports over Importe in
the United States consldered as profit, la purely
mythical, for i can be proved beyond the shadow of
a doubt that It bas ali gone te meet Coreign obliga-
tions. I do flot know of a cingle economiet o! note,
no matter wbat is political ieanings, that takes any
other vlew of It. Reacon and common sons would
prevent hlm fromn belleving that a trading shlp In
the olden days that aiways carried away more than
sbe breught back was dolng a profitable business.
Trade Ia just the camne to-day as thon, except that
we now balance our boks by means of bis o! ex.
change instead o! by commodities.

I feel that I would bie trecpasslng on yeur klndnees
ln making an extended reply to the second part o!
your article, entitied "*Why Canada Borrows." There
would be no dlfflcultY In provlng that Canada could
build and oquip a C. P. R. or a G. T. R. or C. N. R.
every ton yeare wlth thç money that la corruptly,
carelessly and Ignerantiy avent by bier Federal, Pro-
vincial and Municipal Governments. Take one In-
stance; we witnessed the Insane and criminal waste
of fourteen millions tast year to build a lot ef usle-
less armourles, and bave a fow thouand oC our
young men playlng soldier, whose tinie would bave
been botter occupied doing semetbing useful at no
expense to the country. Save that Oum for seven
years, and you could bulld the Georgian Bay Canal,
accordIng to the estixuate of tbe engineers. In twonty
years, you could builda transcontinental railroad,
and yet this bunge suai la being frittered away
annually for no practicai use or PurPoso, and poS-
terlty wlll bave to foot the bill.

Yours very truly,
MONTREAL.

Montreal's Municipal Muddle
"Double, double toit and trouble;
Fire bura and cauîdron bubble."1

HE pot-pourri compounded by the MacbethianTwitches waa but plain consomme when comn-
pared witb the political potage wbich la
about to ho offored te the electors or Mont-

real for consumption on April sixtb. Justt as that
fabled Scotch brew contalned Ingredlents, as item-
ized by Shakespeare, wblcb bad beeu gathered fromi
ail quartors, se the proeont political menage ls a
genuine "'olla podrida," !ashloned Crom materlal of
every known variety of seekers ater politicai pro-
ferment.

In so Car as the mayoralty candidates are con-
cerned, aithougb no one la able to Coretell with any
degree o! assurance wbat a day or an hour may or
may net bring forth, the conteet seoms to have
elmmered down to a duel between Major George
Washington Stephons and the dougbty Alderman,
Medoric Martin. Yot "nomination day," whlch In
Mentreal extende over this entire week, may yet
bring eut one or more Curther candidates for thie
office. To a considorable extent it depends on
whether or not, betore It ende, the Journalistie
Juggler o! St. James (street) can succeed In "dama-
lng with faint, pralse" the candidate of the CItIzens'
Association. It la manîtest that If h le able te do
sO hie wlll-and tbereby wili, bang ceveral tales.

0f course, already someof this sounds lke ancient
history. Mederlc Martin, as a s3ei!-lmpressed candi-
date for mayor, bas been In the field cince the
".memery o! man runneth not to the contrary." Of
course, also, bis nomination papers bear other signa-
tures than bla own. But that la a mere Incident; hoe
ts IT. And notwithstanding the tact that there are
corne iow rumblingu e! rumnour that he wiil wlthdraw
before election day, It lae safe te assert that "Iail the
King's borses and ail the King's men" oouid not pull
hlm out o! the race.

On the other bond, aCter Major Stophens had been
called back !rom Europe for the soie purpose or
taking the nomination, and after hoe had heen sagely
Informaid hy four sage counseilors iearned In the law


