You, picked that up is wonderful. I
dqn 't know what we should have done
Without you. Now do take a rest this
afternoon and don’t think any more
about it till after dinner. About half-
pa&t ten you had better announce your
Intention of retiring for the might,
then come down again and meet us
In the hall. Put on something warm
axnvd. serviceable; you need not be
afraid of meeting the servants, be-
Cause they will all be sent to bed by
that time.”

“Vera was glad enough to have an
hour or two to herself to wander
about the grand old house and make
herself agreeable to Lady Inchcliffe.
It seemed strange to stroll up and
down the magnificent terrace in front
of the castle, to look out over the
ancient park where the deer were
lyu.mg beacefully under the trees, and
realize the deadly intrigue which was
80Ing on only a mile or two away. I
_Seemed to Vera that she was leading
two separate lives. She sat in the
drawingroom presently listening to
Lady Incheliffe’s pleasant frivolous
chatter and all the time longing for
the moment of action to arrive. She
could hear the men talking in the bil-
liard-room, she could hear the click
gf the balls and someone calling ths
fcore. All this was 'such a long way

Tom trouble and strife that Vera could
hot altogether grasp the connection
2 :t\Welen the two. Then the time came
o I‘ her tio bid her hostess good-night,

nd a quamter of an hour later with
Hallett and the rest she was making
,m‘?-r way across the park in the direc-
d'OIn of the house on the «cliff. They

id mot touch the road at any point,
a)md just as a clock somewhere was
Striking the hour of eleven the dis-
Creet caretaker opened the door amd
admitted them.

H’alll\lobo‘dry been here, I suppose?’
3 ebt asked. “That’s all night. No,
ytoe’éll‘e not coming in. We have work
thi 0, elsewhere. But we are leaving

.h-,‘s lady behind and you will do any-
: thlmg She asks. Please show her dinto
‘in‘eﬂ}sl‘umte of bedrooms and bath-rooms
Out’ e front of the house and point

Where the controlling switch of
alie” electric light is. I think that’s
‘5D§c§l§ discreet subordinate bowed re-
W‘Oumu'll‘y and asked Vera if she
She 1 be good enough to follow him.
the & ad nat(h,lmg with her, not even
knew‘e}f to the cipher, for she already
i that by ‘I_Lea,nt. She asked her
Whee a few simple questions, then

3 I‘lb she had satisfied herself that
n‘eevdjl 0X of embroidered letters and
Gl'oseg and cotton were handy, she

¥ the door and proceeded to study
tedc‘am(-l on which Hallett had tabu-
oo his messages and the various
mﬁa‘; 'thfa(y were ito be signalled by
Wea 'S of the window cuntains. It
qudm? Somewhat monotonous job, re-
ahd s tg a cemtxaun‘ amount of patience
H’ghlta intervals the putting out of the
bein, whilst the necessary letters were
'S&gegs: altered. But at length the mes-

o drew to a close and the last one
coii, Just been signalled when there
%Pefé a low tap at the door and the

- taker looked anxiously in.

Mi‘s‘Is ’*,dclm’ut quite know what to do,
Just he said. “Some visitors have
Al.ﬁ‘%lhl‘neid up asking to see Mr. Blair
alki N. T had to say I was only here
rq lmg amother man’s place and that
heml’lqunre. If only Mr. Hallett was

m‘:d‘s'uﬂ!d‘en fear flashed into Vera’s

las

“Did e : : s
& '.‘? ki people give any names?
i dOh" yes, migs. I asked for names
Alon the gentleman calls himself
%0 and the other is Lady Loxton.”

CHAPTER XLVIL
The Hour That Mattered.

VEQ}JA had quite forgottens both

ha{dy Loxton and Alonzo. They
from tald gone clean out of her mind
i ndon € moment that she had left
ing apy and she never thought of say-
of Jything to Hallett about them.

ihat urse, Hallett had been informed-

€ two spies had been present
*z?‘bt'a,ek on Brighton and that in
the wﬁgfl fact they had engineered
2ot 1,‘ajrovhe thing, but she had mever

€nough in her story to reach

at the

the
Point when Alonzo had proclaimedthat she had got it clear.

THE

the fact that he and his companion
had been recognized and had suggest-
ed that they should fly to Blair Alli-
son for protection.

And here they were at the door cla-
mouring for admission. The reason
for their coming was perfectly plain.
They had been unfortunately recog-
nized by someone and were fully alive
to the fact that so far as they were
concerned the game was up and Eng-
land was no longer a place of safety.
They had probably come with a view
to getting away on one of the fishing
smacks to the Dutch coast. ‘Once
there 'they were safe enough even
though their wstory was kmnown to
every peasant in Holland.

That was one of the advantages of
being a spy. Once beyond an enemy’s
frontier, and he could laugh at the
country he had betrayed. And so it
was with Alonzo and his companion.
They had come up here knowing that
Blair Allison would hide them until
they could be smuggled across the
sea. In a way without knowing it they
had delivered themselves into the
hands of the foe, and lindeed in the
cincumstances they could have chosen
no more unfonmtunate hiding-place.
But even at this moment they were
very mear to discovering the truth,
and this was what Vera had to pre-
vent. She must allay the suspicions
of these people, she must account for
her own presence there, and keep the
spies until help came.

She took in the caretaker at &
glance. She liked the look of him,
she liked his resolute face and deter-
mined jaw. Amnd, moreovier, Hallett
had told her that she could confide
in his subordinate if anything Ilike
danger presented itself.

“You have done quite well so far,”
she said. “Those people downstairs
are munscrupulous. They have come
here under a misapprehension. They
come here ito hide themselves until
they can leave the country. They
must not be allowed to leave, indeed
Mr. Hallett would be terribly annoyed
if they slipped through his fingers. In-
vite them into the house, tell them
Mr. Blair Allison is away but that the
lady of the house will be down pre-
sently. You had better suggest that
she had gone to bed but that on hear-
ing their mames she had decided to
come downstairs. That will give us &
quarter of an hour’s delay at least.
If they get really suspicious, then you
will have to show your hand and de-
tain them. Do not hesitate to show
violence, if necessary.”

The man tapped his pocket signifi-
cantly.

66 OU needn’t be afraid, miss,” he
said., “Mr. Hallett and me, we
have been in mamny a tight

place together and we have always

come out top. But what do you pro-
pose to do, miss?”’

«] am going to see if I can find Mr.
Hallett or some of them,” Vera said.
“I domn’t suppose they are very far off.
7’1l come back as soon as I can. You
had better go and give my message
to the visitors and ask them into the
house. Put them in a moom if you
can where ithere is only one window,
a room you could lock them in if you
wanted to. Make escape as difficult
as possible. And if you can steal out
presently and damage the car they
came in it would be perhaps just as
well. Now go along.”

The caretaker favoured Vena with
an admiring glance and depanted on
his errand. Vera had fortunately fin-
ished sending her messages now, SO
that she was able to act as she pleased.
She stole very cautiously down the
stairs and into the hall. It would
never do for her to meet Lady Lox-
ton or Alonzo at that moment, and
she was pleased to see that all the
doors leading out of the hall were
closed and that the caretaker was
standing there apparently listening.
As Vera came forwand he smiled sig-
nificantly and jerked his thumb over
his shoulder in the direction of the
morning-room. Vera could hear the
murmur of voices as she smiled in re-
ply and then made her way out on to
the lawn. It was very dark there, and
just for a moment she hardly knew
which way to turn. She was trying to
memonize the route by which she had
come, and it seemed to her presentiy
Then she
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