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The Changed Childrenl
By Helen Corwir, Pierce
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shadows that darkened about the
sunken eyes.

As sbe sat in her luxurious room
idly twisting the silken cord of ber
soft, white wrapper, ber beautiful eyes
turned ever and anon, with tbuching

istfulness and yearning, in the direc-
tion of the nursery. At last, smiling
a little, she touched a tiny silver bell,
and ere its tinkle had died, ber baby's
nurse bad answered its sumamons.

"Bring me my darling, Lena," tbe
voung mother said, and Lena turned
back to tbe nursery.

Tbe next instant there was an ex-
clamation, subdued but terrified, and
tIiie young mother, wbite and palpitat-

iîng, sprang from ber seat and follow-
cd the nurse.

Lena bad fallen. upon the nursery
floor in a swoon of frigbt, and tbrougb
the rosy draperies of tbe infant's crib
sbone a cbild's face starry in its
beauty, but flot an infant's face, flot
Caroline Vantyne's baby, but a strange
cbld.

"Oh, dear ileaven! wbat is this?"
adjured Mrs. Vantyne, dragging the

"A figure appeared standing muffied to the ohmi n a long black cloak, and
holding by the hand a littie girl."

man of ber love in most romantîcs
fashion. for the artist bad been a poors
man, a beggar you migbt say-andi
mother of a sweet babe was not ac
happy woJman, for she had leamned too ý
late that the handsome and disting-i
uished-looking man she had giftedz
witb the fondest worship that everc
stirred a woman's heart, was both a
liar and a villain. Liar, because be
had preteuided to return ber as pas-z
sionate devotion as sbe gave; villain,
because be bad forsaken tbe womnant
he did love, and wbo loved hîm, for
ber money.

Upon her very marriage momning,
thîs wronged young creature bad1
stolen her way to the presence of the1
bride and told ber tbe pitiful storv
.iust after tbe marriage ceremony was
do01e, iristead of before.

'Ah, if it had but been before," wail-
ed Caroline to ber stricken beart, and
turned faint as death from the wild
threats of the balf-crazed girl, wbose
story it was impossible ta doubt, tbe
more that Gerald Vantyne, wheni. con-
froiited with it, sbowed in bis shamned
face such guilty witness to its truth.

Thiose two years of Caroline Van-
tvne'sq wedded life had been feverish
Iwith alternating doubts and sweetness.
Yeii could read ber record in the
NvIYte but sweet face, the drooped
culr\-es of the lovely mouth, the violet

stranger from ber baby's place and
staring at the empty crib with dilat-
ing eyes. Tben like some furious
creature she beat about tbe room,
searching for the infant and scream-
ing at the top of lier voice till the
apartrnent was filled wîth the amazed
domestics summoned from every
quarter by those appalling cries,
more like tbe voice of some wounded
animal than that of a buman being.

The strange child througb ail this
tumuit behaved in tbe most extra-
ordinary manner, neyer utterin-g a cry,
but staring from one to anotber with
great, wondering brigbt eyes, and
pushing back witb first one dimpled
lrind and then, the other a perfect
tangle of soft black curîs which would
fll over the snowy brow. It was
long before anything coherent was
sumnmoned from this wild disorder and
tumult.

Gerald Vantyne was finally sent for.
and the niatter put into tbe hands of
the police. But nothing came of it.
The cbuldren had been changed in the
most artful and mysterious manner.
The nurse declared sbe neyer quitted
the roomn tilI summoned by Mrs. Van-
tyne, and to reach the nursery, who-
cver liad donc this cruelty, mnust bave
passed through long halls usually un-'
der constant surveillance, and ini
broad day, when the presence of a
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WIDE luxurious roomAsilken draperies at theA windows, -silken ,lounges
and low-cushioned chairs,
inlaid tables, and al
-about the thousand-and-
one costly articles of art

' ~vertu witb whicb the rich
deliglit to surround them-
ýselves.

It was a lady's boudoir.
Beyond it were dressing
and bedrooms, and stili
beyond those an exquis-

itely-fitted and adomned nursery, for.
Caroline Vantyne, the beautiful heir-
ess, who had been wedded two years
previously to young Vantyne, the art-
ist, was a mother now -three months,
aniPsucli was ber îdolatry of ber love-
ly babe, such her passionate anxiety
lest it should flot be well cared for,
that she insisted upon having its apart-
ments where ber fond and jealous eye
could exercise almost constant super-
vision of its welfare.,

Caroline Vantyne, with al ber
wealth and beauty, xnarried to the
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