
Boys plus Fire equals delight supreme.
Likewîse Boys plus Fire equals holes
bUrnt in clothing, irate parents. and well-
ieserved lickings. Despite the Sword of
Eanocles for ever gyrating over their
leads, it is apparent that boys do, and
41l always continue to poke fires to the
'nd of time. Nothing will stop them; the
ýrimeval urge which causes boys to re-
oice in a tire, however humble, will be
vith us to the Millenium. Hence the
luery arises, "Is it nlot possible to gratify
heir heart's desires, and at the samne time
&use them to become an assistance te
lie fast dwindling forests?

As a Scoutmaster, 1 have had consider-
,ble to do with the boy mind, and have
Dîne to the conclusion that boys and lire
ýre absolutely inseparable. Our troop
0ossesses a camping place on the out-
kirts of Edmonton, far from the haunts
f men, in the dense poplar brush, and

lere we are wont to foregather, build
tige fires, and having warmed numerous
Otfttoes on the outside consume themn in
lis condition. Cookery is a considerable
ttraction but pales into insignificance
'hen compared with the ail absorbing at-
.activençss of the Red God.
Once j4v arrive on the scene of action

ee build tires, all day long we continue to
tiild, and when the time cornes to home-
rard hie it is a difficuit matter to prevent
le enthusiastic youths front remaining aIl
ight "*to get the good of it."

Mive to thse Dangers of Fire.
Throughout the sumamer on Saturday

fternoons this procedure bas been in-
ulgd in, but although I have had sixty
I' mre care-free youths under my charge

have neyer hacl any trouble in respect te
res running, aîthough our camping place
as highîy inflammable with brush, grass
id alI sorts of woodland debris. In
idition, each group of four or five boys

ka fire for their particular use and
ibei.Prior te leaving, ail fires were

tIWotughly quenched, the large sticks
>ked In the ground and 'killed" anxd the
QalIer emibers dampened and tramped
IL. 1 have neyer founcl any dlifficulty in
IPressing the boys with the gravity of
e uz-guarded camp fire and though
IPPy-go-Iucky persons. thse lesson of the.
le hazard apparently remained in their
rnwhat uncertain memonies.

A Fire Badge Proj>osed.
Now if the boys mnust play with fire-
Id they wil-it should be possible to
tiate their desires and at the. saine tinse
Mi thetu into a corps cf volunteer fire

Ulers. To this end I woulcl suggest that

the Canadian Forestry Association offer
seime badge to be worn on the uniformn of
the Scouts who have proved themselves
most proficient in bush fire fighting, or an
annual team prize for the Troop showing
the best resuits. In the majority of urbani
centres in the north and west where the
forest fire hazard is greatest there are
Troops of Boy Scouts. and if they re-
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ceived some encouragement 1 feel assured
that they would be of considerable as-
sistance in the quenching of incipient
prairie and bush fires. Naturally some
training would be necessary, but doubt-
less if the various Scoutmasters were sup.-
plied with literature on the subject they
could instruct the boys. and the whole
would form an interesting Scouting phase.

Win thse Boy First.

Naturally the greatest number of fires
occur in districts where the scattered
homestead population precludes the possi-
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