R A s AL

388 - THE CANADIAN BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY.

.. that would give him a leading position not only in the committee rooms, but also on the floor of the House of

Commons. His return should be made a mattor of pride and the object of the personal exertion of every
eloctor in the Riding. : .

_He was'defonted at that election. His parliamentary measures include amendments to the

‘law of Property and Tmsts, Closes in Action, Fusion of the Courts of Law and Equity,
“Finality of the Voters' Lists in Parliamentary Elections, Short-hand Reporting in the Courts, ete.

On the 22nd November, 1858, he was marricd to Maria Burgoyne, daughter of the late

‘John Scoble, Esq, who represented West Elgin in the banadmn Parliament from 1863, until

Confcderat"lon
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WILLI AM LLLL, M.P.P,
1'.4LLB]L0(M

ILLIAM LLLS the new Mcmbcx of Parliament for the South Riding of Lanark, is a
son of Wllham Lees, senior, who came from Qcatla.nd in 1817 and settled at Bathurst,

County of Lzmurk in the following year. The countr y' was then called the Bathurst District,

- The mother of our subject, before her marriage; ‘was Barbara Tait, who gave birth to him

November :21 1821, William Lees, senior, was a pionecr farmer in the County of Lanark,and

‘to the same occupation his son was bred, he receiving & common school education, having,

luckily, most of the time, a good teacher. .
Mr. Leesgeontinued to farm almost exclusively until 1831, when he built a saw-mill, and

ten years ago added a flouring-mill, and is now engaged in manufacturing lumber and flour as

‘well as in farming. He has about five hundred acres of land, largely improved, in the neigh-

borhood of Bathurst, and other lands in other parts. e is one of the -l_eading business men in
this part of the riding. ' ' '

~ Mr. Lees ha,s been a magistrate niearly for t_y years, bunw appointed when he was . young

‘man ‘became a township councilor in 1856, and held that office for twenty years,-and has been

a reeve fourteen or fifteen years, and: warden three years. No man in the County of Lanark
has pr obabl) had more to do with its mumupal matters than Mr. Lec\ He'has given much
valuable time to the interests of the township and county, bemg an’ industrious, practical and
faithful business man. : ‘ ' ' o
He was connected for ma.ny years with the mllltm under the old system, and was promotcd
from the rank of ensigrt by degrees to that of captain.

Mr. Lees was elected to'the local Legislature on tbe 5th of J une, 18 :.) :md has Juqt attended , ’

the ﬁrst session of the fourth Parliament, paying very ‘close attention to legislative duties. He.

is a Conservative, quite liberal in his views and feelm"s and qtands well, as fa.r as we can Yearn,

with all parties. For several years he was .Presxdegt of the Conservative Association ;




