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eouki bo considored hy thein, andi a report
laid before the lieuse, whicha would be a
guide to a proper tiecisýion.

lion. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD saicl
his honourabie friend hid bcent kitnd
enough to mention to him before han1,
that ho woul bring this subject up, and it
was one to which lie had a riglit to cail the
attention of the flouse. The essenti il
facts were known to the country, but hoe
would state thein briefly. lion. Mrî. Me.-
Dougali was the Minister of Publie Works,
and membor for North Lanark., He wvas
asked te- accept thc Governorship of the
North West, under the Act of last session,
which provided for a Provisional <Jovern-
ment for that country, and lie agreed to
accept it se seen as Rupert's Lhand should
become a portion of the Dominion. A
saiary was fixed, of course, subjoct te the
-sanction of ParIiament, whien the office
should come inte efl'ect. lien. Mr. Mc.-
Dougail didl not resigîî bis seat. The
Government thouglit it weil th t Hon. Mr.
McDougail should go ivith ail convenient
speod te that country, te inake certain pro.
liminary inquiries, and report as te, the
requirema-nts ef the country,. lIe took
With himi a Commission under the Great
Soal of the Deminion, which Commissien
vas te take effect fromi and after the time
of the union of Rupert's Land with the
Dominion by Rer MaJesty's Proclamation.
The lieuse was aware of tlic circumstancos
which caused lion. Mr. McDougali's return
to Canada preper, without asssuming the
Goverriment, and these facts would al
appear in' the papers, to be
brouglit down when ne doubt thero
IWould bc a full discussion on the whoie
8uhject. As regards flie soit, ho thouglit
it Weuld net be weil for members te express
strong opinions on that point, beciuse if
bis honourable friend*s suggcestion wvas
adOptod, and the case went hoforo the
e0Onmittee on Elections, it would thon ho
dliscussed from alegal point of viow, and in
a ýJudioial spirit. 1le miglit say, however,
that on the first imupression, ho did xnet
think it cle-ar that the seat was vacant, and
therefore didt net fllow tlic course that
Weuld have be followed in cases~t wiiei'e
there was ne0 (oubt, tint is, te present te
the Speaker, a certificate, signed by twe
niellberq, stating tisat the scat was vacant,
'and asking for tfle issue of a nevr writ.
Sucli a course lied not been followed by
aiY tWo meuibers, or tise Speaker would
have told tlion-et'it yesterday, and lie
thouglit this showed that the doubt which
existed inulbis own mind, as te whether or
Ilot the seat was vacant, aise existed in
the ininds of gentlemen'on both sides of
the lo(use. As te the course which should
lie Pursued, now that bis hionour&bie friend
IIad brought the matter Up, lie would
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rathor net at the moment expro.s a"r
opinion one way or the other. Bcsiu1c&
the honourable meinber hinsseif wves in "i
place in the Ilse, andi, of course, kes
opinion as te bis censtitutional rgi
should ho met as far as possible. 0f con's
it was quite open for any twe meiber£
new te try the question, hy sending i& te.
tie Speaker a certificate declarng the ses,
vacant, but the House beiîîg lu sessior,
perhaps th-at would net be proper.

1Mr. M-ýACKENZIE-It cennet ho (lem
whule tise Ilouse is in session-

lon. Sir JOHN A. MACDON-'ALD-Nem
my honourable friend lias brouglit the snl.-
ject up, I would be glad te hec,' the opin»
ions of otiier mombers versed on constiti.-
tional law, and if the matter was allowei&
te, stand Qi-or tili anether day, we mig>t.
cerne te somne conclusion in the mai,-
ter.

Ilon. Mr~. HOLTUN obscrvcd tint -k-
quite recognized the ready way lu wh-idz
bis henourable friend lied moet his suggeî,-
tien, but hoe must ho awe.re that during tii.
sitting of the lieuse the course of sendir4
the certifiete te the Speaker by twe mnm-
bers couid net be adopted. lus honour-
able friend had pushed the inférence froxw
the non-delivery te the Speiker of the
certificate a littie te fer. l'li appoint-
ment of' lion. Mr. McDougatll was neimr
gazettod. ibere was ne authentie acr-
neunicement cf the appointment. T1a&
course couid only have been taken kg
members of tlic Government, or by mem-
bers at the instance of the Governimetr,
and therefore the inférence te ho drawn
from the non-delivery cf the certificat,.
wouid net be quite se broad as sta4edV
l)y the lieneurable gentleman. Hie wotUi
ho very gi eh, indeed, te hour the opinioe

[of other members on the subjeet, and k0s.
ne objection te let the matter stand ever
another day. lic had feit it te be âuàc
duty, if flic su tter 3vas te ho meoted at .a4
te meot it at the eariiest possible moment,-
perlsaps it ouglit te have beon doue yestnr.
day. Under the circumstances ho thougeL
it niiglît be deiaycd tili te d'îy,' but lie fdat
that, se far as lie was concerne'i, if tiie
SubIjeet Ws net mlentiene I to-day, 'h.
would net ite at liberty te mention it at
later period.

lion. .JOHN S;%'DFrELD 'MACDONALe
said it appearel te faim that soe stý5pw
should ho teken te iay the foundation fer
action. A writ miglit ho moved for, and tIm-
motion referred te th.- Coniitto, whe',
would report, and their report weuid hie
the basis for discussion.

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was net weli ,*
precipitate discussion in this uritter. 11f
the p ipers were brouglit dewn, showin
the date of lion. Mr. McDougils Comxu.

Parlianient.


