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FNRI BOUJRASSA is a statesulan o! the study.

HS1e is nearly nnknown in the smioking-rooms at

Ottawa. Tbey complain of bum tliat hie does not meet

bis fellow mnembers at tlie Club. He declines to sit ln

the Ilouse and let other menibers bore liim witli speecbes

on subjects in which lie is not interested. H1e lias no

time to, waste la this way. Neither is lie a garrulous

mnember joîing in every debate. He onlv speaks wbeu

lie bas something to say. lll-natured critics put ît tliat

lie wiil only speak wbeu lie can bave the centre of the

stage and the "spot liglit." Thev chiarge hlm witli

being self..centred-if not selfisb. Like the Frenchi stu-

dents we were talking o! a couple o! weeks back, tbey

think tliat lie is liardly "buman." Uuanimotisly tliey

accuse him of the great crime of ambition. To this last,

it is likely tbat lie would plead guilty. Most men who

ainount to anytbing are spurred onward by ambition.

Tliat lie does not fraternise lias probablv not occurred

to liai, Yet that is a daugerons lack. A man wbo is'

to lead his fellow-men must not despise themn. Tbhey

niay seei to hlm to lack purpose and to waste time

and to give theaiselves to petty questions and pursuits;

but lie must disguise this impression and teacli limself

to dweil upon their lovable qualities. And most men

bave that in tli whicli Îs worthy of love and esteem ;

and the poorcst nien, after all, are more educative and

informingz tlian the best books-if it la among men tliat

you would work.

George W. Fowler, on thie otber baud, is a man o! the

world. H1e loves and is loved by lis fellow-meu-aud

bates and îs hated, too. In mnany ways, lie is a prirni-

tive man. H1e lias not altogetber lost faitl inl thie

metboIds o! thec Stone Age. Not a sbred of bypocrîsy

liangs about bis aggressive form. "Bonliomie" is one

o! bis qualities ; but it îs thie "bonhomie" o! tlie man

wbo la strong enougli not to need it lu the battie o! life.

Mr. Fowler could figlit bis.way througb without a smilt

from auy man. It Îs not at aIl likely that lie under.

stands wliy tiere is so inuci fuas being raised over lin

încidental reference to "womeu, wine and graft.1" Hi

probably tliuks it is ahI due to tbe panic wbicb lie baw

created in Governmnlt cirches. H1e entirely fails-.ý

fancy-to appreciate the sbock lie lias given to a bypo

critical and proprietv-worsliipplflg generation. H1e was-

as lie told a reporter-merely I'serving notice" ou hi

opponents to leave lis private business alone ; au,

serviug it witb the directness whicli bis nature, coul

mends. lie probably prides buniself ou cailing a spad

a mud-hifter.

Thus tliese two men are as far apart as tbe poles au

would neyer uuderstand eacli other in a cycle of Su'

days. One man takes bis point of view from bis stud

window and thie otber from, tbe street corner. NeitbE

Point o1 view la sufficiently comnprelieusivýe to bie correc-

nhe delicate-uerved public prefer thie Bouirassa pointg

view because it la less llkely to sliock their sensibilitit

or to colide wîth their moat vherished prejudices. Bi

Mr. Bourassa mnust take more account o! thehiuman el

meut lu public affaira if lie la to 'succeed. Mr. Fowbý

must becomne more civilised if lie is to get aloug at a

lu this highly civilised commuaijty lu wbich his lot hý

been cast. The strength of Sir Wilfrid Laurier is that

hie combines the ideal with the real. He takes bis

range-findiug outlooks from his lofty studv window ; but

hie has real men in at lis fire-side and lias neyer lost

touch witli the humanity which lie leads so successfuily.

Mr. Borden lias this combination, too, to a high degree .

You w111 notice that when Secretary Root or Am-

bassador Bryce visits Ottawa and graciously permits the~

reporters to approacli him, lie immediately announces

bis willingness to talk about anything under the sun

except the subject whîch ma<es hlm interestilig. H1e will

not talk of international politics. Now what is inter-

national politics in itsrelation to these two men when

they visit Ottawa? Is it not the public relations of

Canada wîth lier neighbours-chiefly the Ulnited States?

Now whose business is this ? Surely the business of the

Canadian people quite as mucli as of auybody else. Now

what relation bas Ambassador Bryce to this business ?

He is the man whomn the British people employ to

trausact British business at Washington ; and, înci-

dentaflv, he transacts ours because we are a part of the

Brltisb EF=pire. Indirectly, then, lie is our agent trans-

acting our business ; and yet lie will not take us into

bis confidence regarding what bie is doîng about our

own business. But lie must talk to somebody about it

in order to do business at ail. So lie talks to our

directly-appoiflted agenIts-our Cabinet Ministers. Thus

our agents hold a decisive confab over our business and

refuse to tell us a word about wliat tbey are doing.

But we are quite accustn'ued to being "the silent

partner" and the deaf partner in the transaction of our

own business. A Cabinet is merely a committee of

agents whîcli we bave appoiuted to do our business ;

but tlie Cabinet sits wîth closed doors and swears its

nibers to secrecy, lest thie Priucipal-i.e. the Public-

find out bow its owu business is being doue. Wlien thie

finished product is ready for the public scrutiny, and thie

varions Cabinet Ministers bave compromised upon a

policy whicli tliey bave agreed to stand by in common-

thougli few o! tliem like it perfectly-tien they let us

know what is going to be done about our business ; but

tliey neyer permit us to find ont wbat other policies

were urged by members of tbe comimittee whîcli did not

succeed in pleasing thie greatest number. Tfhey Iglit

like blazes" over our affairs ; and tliey wîll not even

gîve us ring-aide tickets. Cabinet secrecy and diplo-

matîc dumnbuess are quite necessary lu the Old World

wliere democracies must fence with despotisms ; but

are tbey not soinewliat out of date ou a Continent like

our own ?
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