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A NEW PRAYER-BOOK,

Not many weeks ago we called atten-
tion to the number of defective prayer-
books that Catholic publishing honses
have, of late years, given to'th_ewo:ld-
The publishera’are not so much to blame
as the compilers of those works. In
fact, the dignitaries who give their
written sanction (o preyer-books should
make very certain of the contents, that
is to say, the exactness of the transla-
tions, the correctness of the explanations
of ceremonies, or of points of dookiine,
e bave long been anxious to see a per-
fect Catholic prayer-book, one sufficient-
jy large to contain all the necessary
devotions and information concerning
them, yet snfficiently emall and com-
pact to be convenient for daily use; one
upon which every Catholic conld
thoroughly rely and in which might be
‘found a complete course of prayers and
instroctions snitable to every day of the
year, every event of importance in the
Cbristian’s life, every circumstance, or-
dinary or exceptional. Nothing human
is perfect we know; but the nearest ap-
proach to that perfeolion, which is our
ideal of & prayer-book, has just been
issued by Messts, D. & J. Badlier & Co.,
of this oity. It is entitled “ The Convent
Girl’s Prayers ; a complete Manual of De-
votions for Church, School and Home,”
compiled by a Religions. This neat,
elegautly bound, splendidly printed
volume, of over seven huundred pages,
bears the Imprimatur of His Grace the
Archbishop of Montreal. It also carries
-upon the face of its pages the visible and
-gertain marks of & thorough and careful
revision st the hands of evidently emi-
.nent theclogians,

We understand that on the seven-
teenth of this month there is to com-
‘mence & retreat for ladies in St, Patrick’s
‘Church. We moat heartily advise every
-one, young or old, who desires to makesa
thorough retreat and reap all possible
blessings aud benefits therefrom, to
gecure & copy of that prayer-book. It
is at once & guide, an instruotor, a
teacher, & preacher, & help, a staff, and
a beacon-light. To give our readers the
faintest idea of its contents would be
impossitls unless we undertcok to write
another volume as extensive aa iteelf,
Buffice to say that every imaginable as-
gistance, information, and devotion re-
quired can be easily found in its pages.
The type is varied according to the im-
portance of the matter set forth, and it
is always clear and easy to read.

We might state that the author and
<ompiler, whose humility draws the
cloak of a simple “ religious” over all
identity, Las spent several years in pre-
paring and perfeoting the work, and has,
at last, with the powerful aid of theo-
logical authorities, and under the direct
1g.uidance of Rome's own great search-
light, completed and given to the public
one of the most exceptional and perfect
prayer-books that we have ever had the
pleasure and happiness of possessing,
i"rhe table of contents give no sdequate
3dea of what the work containg, for each
item therein mentioned is 8o developed,
explained, rendered interesting and in-
#tructive that it means a little manual
n itgelf, The alphabetical index at the
close is the very beat indez to the volume
of m_atcar 80 ably arranged between those
Precious covers, Do you wish for any
special prayers, devotions; exercises, no-
venag, litanies, stations, or services of the
Chureh? You find them without & mo-
ment’s hesitation, - Do you seek éxplana-
Hons of ritual, pimotioes : of:'devotion,
feasts, fasts, retreats; o the fundamental
prinoiples and truths of ot y religion
. There you have them, cléax
- Cisely expressed. Ts it dai

" | that you seek ? -1t matters not; you have

the anthentic and exact explanations,
accompanied with all the prayers and
methods of saying them. In a word, we
are unable tosay more than that * The
Convent Girl's Prayers” ia 8 volume suit-
able for children, young gitls, young
ladies, married women, boys, youths, re-
ligiouses and luy people,—in sshool, at
home, in the cloister, in the world, any-
where, everywhere. o

It is with & hearty pleasure that we
thns speak 80 enthusiastically of this
manual. We are not given to exaggera-
tion of praise; very often we are con-
sidered guilly of too much severity in
our eriticisms. But we cannot be too
severe upon any work that is intended
for the use of Catholics in matters of re-
ligious practice, when it does not come
up to thé standard that the Church de-
mands. On the other hand we oannot
praise or recommend too highly any
work (and they are unfortunately too
few) that is calculated to meet the ex-
peotations of even the most exacting
theologian. If any of our readers should
bappen to rashly judge us by thinking
that we are too unstinting in our re-
marks of pleasure and approval regard-
ing this prayerbook, let them buy a
copy, read it carefully, and we are pre-
pared to atake our reputation upon their
judgment,

OUNNING, NOT CLEVER.

The advicegiven by a certain speaker,
at a recent meeting held for the unem-
ployed, to the effect that they should
“put & little money aside, not for a rainy
day, but to buy a gun,” savors very
much of the professional agitator. The
qualifying phrase, * there is nothing
wrong in buying a gun and keeping it to
shoot in return when you are shob at,”
may appear cunning, but it is far from a
olever remark ; it is merely a-clumsy
way of trying to provide against the

-possible consequencee of a rash state-

ment or lawless appesl.

It is just sufficient to show that the
speaker would like to say even more, but
hesitated about the advieability of hav-
ing said all he did ; and it is not suffi-
cient to excuse the first blunder, if
people were insane enough to act upon
it, or if oiroumstances were sach as to
create & probability of any shooting
being done. It is very like the boy who
throws & stone and then puts his hands
in his pockets and tries to appear uncon-
cerned and innocent. The reason we re-
fer to this incident is to counteract any
false impression that might therefore
arise as to the true situation in Mon-
treal.

In the first place, there is no such

_thing as the military shooting down any-

body here ; there is no probability, like.
lihood, or even possibility (under present
circumatances} of any conflict between
the unemployed and the authcrities. On
the contrary, all that can be done is
being done, thanks to the energy and
rational course adopted by the Trades
and Labor Council, for the men out of
employment and in distress. Incendiary
remarks of that class have & tendenoy to
create very false impressions abrosd..
Strangers to Montreal are not expected:
to know whonce the Ianguage (manates;;
and as & consequence, may conclude
that we are in a stats of anarchy here,
that martial law has been, is' now, or
may soon be, proclaimed. Such language
is an injustice to . the- qity,.to the
workingmen, to the labor organizations,
and to every person goncerngd.: .
' Wearenot redicedtod ohaoticcondi-

%

1%, | tion, - It istrue. that thers is very much
1+ | distress this- winter, shat there aregrest

numbers of unemployed, that the work-

- "Weekly praotioes, or - mon

ons | jagmen havs taue to somplaact, tat

the labor organisations have had their
hands fall and have been heavily taxed to
secure work or assistance for those who
suffer from the hard timee; buf the
laborers have been peaceful, respectful,
and deserve the highest of praise for their
sensible and rational conduct underthe
trying ciroumstances. The good advice
of the Trades and Labor Gouncil hes been
scted upon, and, as a consequence,
greater sympathy has been awakened
than such fiery appeals counld ever create.

The man who, directly or indirectly,
advises, or suggesty, any action or move-
ment that could serve to salienste that
sympathy, is far from being a friend to
the laborers’ cause. It is easy to talk of
buying guns; but it would be fairer and
more honest to advise the laying aside
of a little againet such hard seasons as
the pressnt one. Thank gocdness, the
real workingmen of this city, and in fact
of all Canada, are too wise tobe led into
extiavagance of action against evils that
only exist in the fertile imaginations of
persons in whom, evidently, the * wish
is father to the thought.”

Of course the remarks above referred
to fell flat, and even the daily press did
not deem them of sufficient importance.
to demand any comment ; we simply call
attention to them in order to disabuse.
the minds of the many atrangers who!

read our paper of the false impression-

that might be created regarding the
actual state of affairs here, We trust
that in future the same indifference will
be paid to all appeals, suggestions or ad-
vice that might tend to injure the cause
of labor and to militate against the in-
tereste of & deserving yet muffering sec—
tion of the community.

ST. VALENTINE’S DAY,

To-morrow is St. Valentine's Day.
Every ohild knows the custom of that
day. Once belore we told the story of the
feast; but in conformity with a request
from & leadirg citizen, who, il appears,
ia collecting our editorials, we take the
liberty of repeating what certainly has
its application this year as well as in the
past. .

Little missives are sent from friend to
friend, and they are always anonymous.
But very often they are so arranged that
the receiver can pretty nearly guess who
the sender ia. These olden customs are
gradually dying out; they are forgotten
in the hurry and bustle of an electric
age of rush. Alas, that it should be so!

Well do we remember, in years that
are dead, the little joys of St. Valentine’s
feast. How cupningly we prepared the
picture and the lines upon it that were
to be transmitted by poat to ore or other
of our companpions; how cantiously we
dropped the envelope into the country
post office, looking carefully around for
fear that any one might see the act and
report; how anxiously we awailed the
‘result and watched the recipient to see
the effects of those linea] Those were
grand times! And especially when we
took our little packege of valentines
from the office; we can atill recall the

one was opened, according as it con-
tiined pleasant or unpleasant words,
‘pretty or hideous pictures. Bul this St.
“Valentine’s day custom is not only for-
gotten, to a great extent, it has even de
generated into & very offenzive and, at
times, vulgar correspondence. But every-
thing seems to_be vulgarized in these
days of progress and invention. We re-
member well a forcible remirk of good

)| Pather Tabaret, it was characteristic of

that grand man—-¢ the world.goes on im-
proving whilo men are deteriorating.”
How true; even in the valentines do we
ses that faot exemplified. Ugly oartoons,

pleasure or annoyance with which each |

iiserable doggrel snd low exptessiox{g._

are the indices of the minds that invent,
that purchase, or that send the valen-
tincs of this perind. The gratification
of some petty spite or the annoyance of
some unoffend’r, «reature seems {0 be
the motives that iipel the msjority of
young people to send these missivea.
But apazt frum the mere ordinary amuse-
ment of sendivrg valéntines on paper,
and receiving the same, there are other
pleagant thoughts and facts that belong
to this day and whioh ehounld come home
to every Cathclic—young or old.

From Christmas until Easter, during
those three months, there have been,
there are, and there will be peculiarly
interesting valentines passing throvgh
the great post offics of the Church. Mis-
~sives of prayer are sent off by millions
of chillren, and the carrier-argels fly
with them to heave.u; and back to earth
they cumie with packages of sealed bleas-
ings of these dear little children of St.
Valentine. Oune of the most precious of
valentinee—from heaven to earth—was
that of the Sweet Babe of Bethlehem;
one of the most glorious valentines will
be the Easter graces of the Resurrection.
All through Lent, even on this day,
there are countless valeniines coming in
and going out of that grand delivery.
On the one band secrct prasers, paticnt
suflerings, holy sacrifices, noble charities,
solemn offerings, humble mertifications,
are being wrapped up in parcels and ad-
dreesed to God ; the epirits that compose
His messenger army take them up and
speed away to the chancel of the skies,
and rejoice and chant happy hymus ag
they lsy the valeutines on the great
table of Records, before the throne of
the Almighty. And then tbey rejoice
still more and sing ati'l londer when they
are handed the sealed packages of God's
choicest blecaings aud graces, with which
they rush back to earth. What glorjous
valentinea and how preoious they are.

And even belween earth and that
dreary abode of the suffering souls, there
sre many valentines to-day. It is true
that they cannot reply at present; but
for. every simple valentine of prayer or
meritorious action that is offered up for
them, we may be sure that later om,
when they reach the glorious home that
awaite them, the valentives that they
will send in return may be treasvred up.
as the most sacred relics of ourlives, A
portfolio of such missives will be the
most useful baggage that we can take
with us when we set out upon that im-
portant and inevitable journey from the
land of Time to the regions of the Great
Unknown.

The best valentine that we can send
our readera to-day is & copy cf our paper.
Each one, we trust, will find the missive
a pleasant and inatructive one. Remem-
‘ber while you read the pages of this val-
entine that you are actually in commu-
nication with us, and we in spirit are:
‘with you, During the hours spent in
composing and penving all these lines,
‘we have had you before us, and although
"we'may pever meet, still we epjoy &
communion of sentiment that gives us,

a right to csll each other valentines.
#

[HERE are giants oven in our day. In
the Passage Panopticum, in Berlin, is_an
Arab, Hassan Ali, who has grown to nine
feet two inches. He is only sixteen.
years of age. It is expeoted thab be has
geveral years more to grow. H? Was,
born . nesr Sinah Ammons oasis; In-
Egypt.- He certainly is & ’ desert.palm-:s
tree; but he is mot quits 80 graqefu,l'.
‘Aga rule these gigantic men are short- -
lived; but Hassan is heslthy .and .
physically sound, and .unless‘ 1;:.'9 -gIOWE.-
too tall he may have & reaaona.bl_{;’l‘qg_ge

ife. ere is & very pertinens, .
;e:::t?cfnl'lof:ked?pwmt uge is llng ,l‘;ql_’g._ljl
to mankind? S
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