
STE TEUE WITNS AN Au ATROLIO ORRONIOLE.

A NEW PJAYER-BOOK.

Not many weeks ago wecaled atten.
lion to the number of defeotive pyer
bocks that Catholic publishing houes
have, ef late years, given to le wrld.
The publisherr ot80omuch to blame
as the compilers ot those works. lI
fact, the dignitaries who give thirr
written sanction to prayer-books should
make very certain of the contenta, that
is to say, the exactUess Of the trangs-
tions, the correctness of the explanations
ef ceemonies, or of pointa of doctine.
We have long been anxions to see a per.
feet Catholic prayer.book, one ufficient.
ly large to contain all the necessary
.devotions and information concerning
thern, yet suffioiently mail and com-
pact to be convenient for daily use; one
upon which every Cathollo could
thoroughly rely and in which might be
found a complete course of prayersand
instructions suitable to every day Of the
year, every event of importance in the
Cbristian'a life, every circumstance, or-
dinary or exceptional. Nothing human
is perfect we know; but the nearest ap-
proach te that perfection, which is our
ideal of a prayer-book, has just been
issued by Meusrs. D. & J. Sadlier & Co.,
of this city. I t is entitled "The Convent
Girl's Pryers ; a complete Manual of De-
votions for Church, School and Home,"
compiled by a Religions. This neat,
elegantly bound, Splendidly printed
volume, of over seven hundred pages,
bears the Imprimatur of His Grace the
Archbiehop of Montreal. It also carries
upon the face of its pages the visible and
certain marks of a thorough ad careful
revision at the bande of evidently emi-
nent theologians.

We understand that on the seven-
-teenth of this month there la to com-
mence a retreat for ladies in St. Patrick's
Church. We most heartily advise every
one, young or old, who desires to make a
thorough retreat and reap all possible
blessings and benefite therefrom, to
secure a copy of that prayer-book. It
is at once a guide, an instructor, a
teacher, a preacher, a help, a staff, and
a beacon-light. To give our readers the
faintest ides of its contenta would be
impossible unless we undertook to write
another volume as extensive as itself.
Suffice te say that every imaginable as-
istsnce, information, and devotion re-

quired can be easily found in its pages.
The type is varied according to the im-
portance of the matter set forth, and it
is always clear and easy to read.

We might state that the author and
compiler, whose humility draws the
cloak of a simple "religious" over all
identity, lias spent several year in pre.
paring and perfecting the work, and has,
at last, with the powerful aid of theo-
logical authorities, and under the direct1
guidance of Rome's own great search.
.light, completed and given to the public
One of the most exceptional and perfect
prayer-books that we have ever bad the
pleasure and happiness of possesaing.
The table of contents give no adequate
idea of wbat the work centaine, for each
item therein mentioned ls so developed,
explained, rendered interesting and in.
tructive that it means a little manual

in itself. The alphabetical index at the
clase is the very beat index to the volume
Of matter so ably arranged between those
precilous covers. Do you wish for any
special prayers, devotionei exercises,no-
Venas,litanies, stations, or services of the
Church?' You fiud them withouts a-
maent'. hesitation. Do you seekëxplana.
tions of ritual, pNotices of devotion,
feasts, fasta, retreator thefundamrertal
principles ad truth orolyrelîto?
There yeu bave theni, 'celyl d-
elsely expressed. le i llN ries

eekly prapticee No ha y'eerii s

that you seek il matters not; you have
the authentic sud exaf explanations,
accompauied with al lthe prayers and,
methoda of saying them. lu aord, we
are nable to say more than thatI" The
ConventGir1l' Prayere" is a volume suit-
able for children, young girls, young
ladies, married women, boys, ayouths, re-
ligiouses and laây people,-iu ashool, at
home, in the cloister, in the world, any-
where, everywhere.

It ie with a hearty pleasure that we
thus speak so enthuaiastically of this
manual. We are not given to exaggera.
tion of praise; very often we are con-:
sidered guilty of toc much severity in
our critiniama. But we cannot be tooi
severe upon any work that is intended1
for the use ci Catholic in matters of re-
ligious practice, when it doe not come
up to thé standard that the Church de-1
mande. On the other band we cannoL
praise or recommend toc highly anyi
work (and they are unfortunately too
few) thatl i calculated to meet the ex.
peotations of even the mot exactingJ
theologian. If any of our readerse should1
happen to rashly judge us by thinking
that we, are toc unstinting in our re.
marks of pleasure and approval regard.
ing this prayer-book, let them buy a
copy, read it carefully, and we are pre.
pared to stake our reputation upon their1
judgment.

CUNNING, NOT CLEVER.

The advice given by a certain speaker,
at a recent meeting held for the unem.
ployed, to the effect that they sbould
"put a little money aside, not for a rainy
day, but to buy a gun," savors very
much of the professional agitator. The
qualfying phrase, "lthere l. nothing
wroug in buyiug a gun and keeping it to
shoot in return when you are shot at,"
may appear cunning, but itl is far from a
clever remark; it lis merely a -clumsy
way of trying to provide againet the
possible consequences of a rash state-
ment or lawles appeal.

It le jute sufficient to show that the
speaker would like to say even more, but
hesitated about the advisability of hav-
ing said al he did ; and it la not suffi.
oient to excuse the firet blunder, if
people were insane enough to act upon
it, or if ciroumstances were such as to
create a probability of any shooting
being done. It ls very like the boy who
throws a atone and then pute hi. bande
in his pockets and tries to appear uncon-
cerned and innocent. The reason we re-
fer to this incident la to counteract any
faise impression that might therefore
arise as to the true situation in Mon-
treal.

In the firat place, there is no such
thing as the military sbooting down any-
body here ; there ls no probability, like.
lihood, or even possibility (under present
circumstancee) of any conflict between
the unemployed and the authorities. On
the contrary, all that can be done la
being done, thanks to the energy and
rational course adopted by the Trades;
and Labor Council, for the men out of
employment and.in diatress. Incendiary
remarks of that clase have a tendency to
create very fals. impressions abread..
Strangers to Montreal are not expeoted
to know whome the language (nianates;,
and ais a consequence, may con.clude
that we are in a state ofi narchy here,
that martial law has been, is- ow, or
may soon be, proclaimed. Bchlanlirige
is an injustice to the- ,it oire
.workipgmen, to the labor organizations,,
and to every persaon concerned .'-"

We are not .roidùced46 ichaoÏndi-
lion. 'Il !s'tie that ther. e very much

d-teas Ibis wiuter, iat there are great
numbers of unemployed, that the work-
þn mer hae rmch to cniplainof, tha

the lbor organisatlons have had their
ihandsafulland have been heavily taxed te
secure workor assistance for those who
suffer from the bard times; but the
laborers bave been peaceful, respectful,
and deserve the higheat of praise for their
sensible and rational conduct under the
trying circunstances. The good advice
of the Trades and Labor Council has been
acted upon, sud, sa a consequence,
greater sympathy has beau awakened
than sncb fiery appeals could even create.

The man who, directly or indirectly,
advises, or suggets, any action or move-
ment that oould serve to alienate that
syrapathy, is far from being a friend toa
the laborers' cause. It is easy to talk of!
buying guns; but it would be fairer andi
more honest to advise the laying asidei
of a little against such hard seasons as
the present one. Thank goodness, the
real workingmen of this city, and in fact1
of aU Canada, are too wise to be led into
extravagance of action against evils that
only exist in the fertile imaginations of
persons in whom, evidently, the " wish
in father to the thought."«

0f course the remark above referred1
to tell flat, and even the daily press did
not deem then of sufficient importance
to demand any comment; we simply call1
attention to them in order. to disabuse
the minds of the many strangers whoe
read our paper of the faise impressionM

tat might be created regarding the
actual tate of affaira here. We trustc
that in future the ame indifference will
be paid to all appeals, suggestions or ad-e
vice that might tend to injure the causeo
of labor and to militate against the in-
terests of a deserving yet uuffering sec-t
tion of the comrmunity.t

ST. VALENTINE'S DAY.

To-morrow le St. Valentine' Day.t
Every child knows the custom of that i
day. Once before we told the story of the
foast; but in conformity with a requestc
from a leading citizen, who,.it appears,i
is collecting our editorials, we take thei
liberty of repeating what certainly bas1
its application this year as well as in the
past.

Little missives are sent from friend te
friend, and they are always anonymous.
But very often they are so arranged that
the receiver can pretty nearly guess who
the sender l. These olden customs are
gradually dying out; they are forgotten
in the hurry and bustle of an electric
age of rush. Alas, that it should be so 1

Weil do we remember, in years that1
are dead, the ittle joya of St. Valentine's1
feast. How cunningly we prepared the
picture and the lines upon it that were
to be transmiitted by pot to one or other
of our companions ; how cautiously we
dropped the envelope into the country1
post office, looking carefully around fori
fear that any one might see the act and
report; how auxiously we awaited the
result and watched the recipient to ssee
the effects of those lines! Those were
grand times1 And especially when we
took our little package of valentines
from the office ; we can still reosll the
pleasure or annoyance with which each
one was opened, according as it con-
tàined plesant or unpleasauf words,
pretty or bideous pictures. But this St.
'Valentine's day custom ai net only for-
gotten, to a great extent, it ias even de-
generated into a very offensive and, at
times, vulgar correspondence. B Èut every-
'hing seems to be vulgarized in these
days of progressuand invention. We re-
nember well a forcible remirk of good

Father Tabaret,. it was Cbaucterlisti eof
that grand man-.' te world'gôes on im-
roving whilme rneu are dteriorating."

How true ; even lunlire valentines do we
.uee that tact exemplified. Uglp cartoonu,
miserable doggrel andr low expressions

are the indices of the mind thainvent,
that purchaae, or tbat send the valen-
tin d bthis period. The gratification
of somte petty spif e or the annoyance of
nome unofiendiy "'eature~seem to be
the motives that iiiipel the majority'of
young people to send these missives.
But apartfrom the mere ordinary amuse-
ment of sendirg valcutines on paper,
and receiving the same, there are other
plessant thoughts and facts that belong
to this day and which ehould come home
to every Catholic-young or old.

From Christmas until Esa.er, during
those three months, there have been,
there are, and there will be peculiarly
interesting valens ines passing through
the great post offica of the Church. Mis-
sivea of prayer are sent off by millions
of cbil!rin, and the carrier-argels fly
with them to heave; and back to earth
they comne with package of sealed bless-
inge of theae dear little children of St.
Valentine. One of the most precious of
valentines-from heaven to earth-was
that of the Sweet Bab of Bethlehem;
one of the most glorious valentines will
b,e the Easter graces of the Resurrection.

Ail through Lent, even on this day,
there are countiese valentines coming in
and going out of that grand delivery.
On the one band secrct prayers, patient
aufferinge, holy sacrifices, noble charities,
solemn offerings. humble mnrtificationes,
are being wrapped up iii prcels and ad-
dreesed to God ; the spiritt that compose
His messenger army taket them up and
speed away to the chancel of the skies,
and rejoice and chant happy hymne as
they lay the valeutines on the great
table of Records, before the throne of'
the Almighty. And then tbey rejoice
still more and aing stil louder when they
are handed the seale-i packages of God'a
choicest bleesings and graces, with which
they rush back to earth. Wbat glorious
ralentines and how precious Lhey are.

And even between earth and that
dreary abode of the suffering sou!ls, there
are many valentines to-day. It is true
that they cannot reply at present; but
for. every simple valentine of prayer or
meritorlous action that ia offered up for
them, we may be sure that later on,
when tbey reach the glorious home that
awaits them, the valentines that they
will send in return may be treasured up.
as the most sacred relics of our lives. A
portfolio of such missives will be the
most useful baggage that we can take
with us when we set out upon that im-
portant and inevitable journey from the
land of Time to the regions of the Great
Unknown.

The best valentine that we can ound
ournreaders to-day is a copy cf our paper.
Each one, we trust, will find the missive
a pleasant and instructive one. Remem-
ber while you read the pages of this val-
entine that you are actually in commu-
nication with us, and we in spirit are
with you. During the hours spent in
composing amd penuing al these lines,
we have had you before us, and although
'we. may nover meet, still we enjoy a
communion of sentiment lhat gives us
a right to call each other valentines.

TERBE are giantsa even in our day. lu
the assage Panopticum, in Berlin, js an
Arab, Hassan Ali, Who bas grown to nine
.feet two inches. He is only sixteen-
yeais of age. It e expeoted that he has
several years more to grow. He was
born, near Sinahi Ammons casis, li-

Egypt.- He certainly iS a desert palm-'
tree; but he la not quite 5o graceful.
As a rule these giganoic men are short-
lived; . but Hassan lais eolthy and
phyuically sound, and unless he grows..
teo bail ho may bave a reasonably long'
lease of life. There la a very pertin ent.
question asked: What use is h ieght
to wukindt


