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•f the carbouata o( loda, be nai cuni;>letely riirtd in

three week* To thuie, however, who are dt!i|)o>^ed

tokee the conlratt betwixt the ellcctii of the neutral

lalti and the citric acid, in the treatment of tcurvy,

1 would rccouimenil the |ieruital of Mr. Cameron *

ni<.|ier, on this <li>eai>e which they will find in the

MedicoCbiru.gical Review, in one ofthc uuu»bcr<

for 182!).
' It ha» long been, and I am snrry to ob»er\ c still i*

t common source of error, jaiMi ularly in fever, to

cnnlnuiu' a similarity in certain syniiitonis with «

•anicness inUiiid. The sixuadic cholera, whieli is

OCcaiiionally nut with dnrinj; the hotnionths. Imtli in

thin ami in other countries, in evidently as tut.dly

different fiiMii the InJian Chokra as east is from wcot.

The one IK a syiiipiu' . tic alliction, followed by a

mere iiionii'iitary e a aemciit, arising in pari fin in

a severe loeul init.ilion in (he i;itslric oi(;ans; iho

other, however, in a most malignant disease, priilnc-

ed by the existence of asiieeifie. ;>nd viinknt iioJM.n

in tlie syoleni, which contaminates every drop of the

blood, and excites diseustd uc'".. in c.eiy solid of

the body, t-iich beini! <he fact, it is evident that

remedies which arc successful in the tiie, may be

not only inert, but even actually injurious in lliC

other
•The Asiatic Cholera i.'»,as wc well know, a iiio,t

fatal disease, and will iei|uiie both an active and ju-

dicious treatment to oveicome the evil effects of the

morbid poison; while the sporadic or plum cholera

of this country maj-, 1 believe, in most cases, be al-

most entirely left to itself to work ilsown cure; and
were it at all necessary, the cases which are riow so

numerous in most of the journals, miftht be faced hy
others, where the patients were obstinate, and re-

fused to take any otne: remedy exce|,t a liltie warm
brandy and water, which was given during the cold

fit, on purpose to brini; on reaction as .soeei'ily as

possible. In one case, which 1 saw lately by acci-

dent, the symptoms for the time, were quite as se-

vere a.s those described in the various journals; yet,

though the patient refused all remedies except warm
brandy and water during the cold stage, he was
just us well (perhaps even better) on the followirg

daj-, than if he had taken 125 drops of the cajeput

oil.

' There is one circumstance connected with the

history of Cholera which renders it a ninth more
foimiiiable disease in northern latitudes than cither

the yellow fever or the plague The poisr.n which
produces the yellow fever requires a i^iven decree
of heat to enable it to exist in the a(ni.'v| here; and
when the ihermometcr cither rise., or falls al-ove or

below a given rasiffc, the placue disappears. Put the

poison of Cholera is not rendered inert hy (he first

morn inir of frost, as is the case with the poison of

yellow fever in the United States of America; for it

appears that this poison like that oftlic smnll pnx,

can produce its fatal effects almost a* certainly in

the middle of winter in Itussia. as in the burniita;

plains of the Torrid Zone. When once iutrndured,

the contagious poisons possess the power of multi-

plying themselves; and, as the Cholera poison acts

in every tempeniture, it is more than probable that

if it once finds its way into this country, it may re-

main here as a fatal scourge, not only to the present

but to future generations This, as well as the great

Btortality caused by the poison of Cholera, im-

poses ft solemn respontifoilitj on those who are,

oral least ought lo b«, th« guardlafti •(»»»« ?"»>«»•

^".JlVrcent 1 have merely given .
f'«.™' ;«;;»^,*;

but the bame subject Will be con.idrred »'*;«»«

n» re n, detail. Ihe above ha» been « r.tten n ha.t.

nul may probably contain more error. «»'•»""••

should t^he' treatment, however, vvhtch has been^o

u.elul in the malipnau disease* r,l «h«; m- ^ Worl^^

bef.nnd, even in the shuhtesi ^^K^"' '''J""?, jh!
sulTeriugs ordimini.h

f^« ""'L'-'f If .jl^T.V" 'aid
other divisions of the ghbe. I shall then " "r*"'

forthedisid^c which I now fee '" »PP^"'.^"S
^^^^

fore the profession ns the advocate "f.^*^,*^'"";*
!,

muchinoppo.ilion to the com.i.rn "P'"'""*.?;
'"

present day. That this may be put down to .U pw

Dcr ttcccuut, isthe wiihot,

Sir. youv obedient servant,

.Stplemhcr '- '831.

\ n.nv :, .. unserve, that «hcn the paper was rtfttl

at ft', I'oiicKeofl'hvsicians, abi ni fifty copie* ol I

were hastily piinled, and m<Mt of ihem were <lutri-

billed chiefly amoi.Kst my friceds in this
f'^^^^J

Three or four copies of it were also sent to rails,

and the same number to seme of my f"*.' ''* I" V^.t
many. The experiments and (acts contruicd in thU

,n,,,Jr, aswell astle .eviews of it ^' "^l'.''*^ fP'

peared in this er untry , were tn;r.s'i»»fd mto »h«

Weech and Cerman journals, and circu ated by/"f"
all over Europe. It is. therefore, not '"'P;;''»^"5'«'

that it was this which led the two German ph^.

cians* to the use of the saline treatment in Cholera.

'ihe muriate of soda was the reii-edy on which thest

gentlimtn rhiifiy relied ; and vy way of htyiDf a

theory of their own, they usrd it bs an r met C. and

cave It in the becii.nirjrin fvch quantilir* UM it pro

duced vomiting, after which they used it in uroaller

quantifies; and to this in all probability they wcr«

er.tirelv indebted to their great success.

Il- 1{?S1, these genthmen I nd charce el the t ui-

tcm heusc Hospital at St. Petorphurph. in winch

there were in all t'.i-.ring the epidemic, thiity cases

of cholera ; and of this number they lost three ra-

lients. and twentv-reven recovered I inerf.on this

fact on the authority of Sir WiViam Crichtrn: who

states also, that at the n.-nuest of the Emperor, he haa

communicated this practice to the army physiciai-»

in ro'and. 1-y whom it hr.d been frv.nd to be very ad-

var'.ta;:eons f . , , . ^

About n-.esrme time. Mr. Pe.ir?e fried this treat-

ment at Wi.rs.iw. He I'sed it in ciyht CH^es. and in

everv r-e of Ihem he succeeded in brinjr.ngon r»8C-

ti-n." Ar.ftefthem, howe- r. died xffeswai I,—nrt

from cliob ra. I lit niider cirii.m^tur.ccs "i the n.rft

gross rcElect rn the invt rf ibeir atfTcePt*. !\.r.

^•ear:e. at (bat peried, eonsiderfd the nu'irtr of go-

da ao a viilwMc r(7nrry; but when he had an eprof-

<n-;tv afterward of giving the saline treatment n fair

trial at Irer'in, in place of doing this— by which h«

would proiablv have drne much good, and gpintd

grert credit to himself—be returned to his old ca.o-

iTie! practice: but (he destructive effects of this were

so ohvioMs, that the German physicians corapellod

him to discontinue its use in that capital.

As noon as it was genera'ly krowu that 'he Chole-

ra I.ad made its nprcamnce in ibe n rthof Frir'i'nd. I

wrote to a physician in Sundeilnnd. recrmmendifi|f

him earnestly to give tl>« non-pnrgatiT« nc titral limits

* Namely, the (wo that are referrtd to in the letter of Dr. Btrry

.
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