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in‘regard to the matter. This carried,

6t the | p
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: purchase ¢!
all _ probabilit;

‘present and until such’
mes as they were ready to acquire it

by securing some other purchaser for if,
I decided to supply a client: for the Fast-
emn. Trust Company who- would ask for

a1 option on the property. :
In considering the price it 'was simply’

all com I insisted {3 matter .of naming one which Id
a committee of the whole council ;mv;de l;ogoodt;ﬁior :ivxc pm:eorl;y,
.manwhb‘"vasﬂde;Q” g .

eyer anticipated that the

ist. very materially tow- |’

shipbuilding plant at St.
as  communicated to us
ent was made on behalf
that we did not propose
Si le dock extension, and if any
tance was to be granted any enter-
. at Courtenay- Bay, it would have
-voted on si'othe_ people.
} A T 8 referred to” the fact
a8 the Norton Griffiths Cos, re-
‘the municipal council and the
.government each appoint a re-
.to accompany one of theirs
“ d and® examine the different
shipbuilding plants ‘with an idea of
learning the cost of a plant with such a
eum as would suit St. John.
+When this meeting closed Mr. Palmer
inquired whether the municipal council
would give him an answer to their re-
quest for aid for the dry dock extension
and the shipbuilding plant, as Mr. Stew-
art. was anxious that we give him an
answer immediately so_he would know
how to proceed.
‘We met and recommended that no as-
sistance be given to the former proposi-
tion, and we so informed Mr. Palmer in
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lic safety, last evenig issued the follow-+{dis
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bf the tinies is found i the e statement £0F} ublice the outer office from the executive cham-

. sale of the property

Dodd has an interesting article 'on the
war of 1812

“QOur children are taught to think
that the United States went %o war
always and only when she was in
the right and others wholly in the
wrong; for example, the War of

. 1812, the time when the  Athericans
had to administer to England a sec-
ond drubbing, is considered by every
schoolboy as a fight * for sailors®
rights. It may have been remotely
connected with seafaring and sea

. rights, but all good students know
it was primarily for the annexation
of Canada and the Spanish posses-
sions to ‘the south of us, which Na-
poleon promised to ‘deliver’ if we
went to war with England &t the
time g

In ‘the course of this
article Mr. Dodd says; 4

JR. McLELLAN'S. FINAL STATE- |

To the Taxpayers of the City and Coun-
ty of StiAFOMRE AL BRC T by

In order that you g;ayg more fully :ﬁ-,;
reciate My reasons for snpporhns €
;’iring of an option to the Bastern Trust
Company, 1 will have to tax your pa-
tience ‘to the extent of requesting you)
to follow - closely the following  deserip-.
tion of the Norton Griffith & Company’s
different. meetings with the city and the
city and. county of St. John since. this

zen who had called
desirability for the change

Some time afterwards I.‘wuledlod; on

company ~was first introduced to ourf: "

midst, il : 2
The first time that I met one of their

representatives, was when Mr. |

accompanied by some of the owners of

real estate on the eastern 5ide of Cour.

tenay Bay, called upon the comm

ers, and asked our consideration of

nstalla

Palmer, | 5%

the ’phone one evening and the citize
enquired what hour in
would be convenient for him to ' meet
ule in my office. T replied, and made
an appointment for 10 o'clock. The next|
morning the citizen .

the . morning | I

my|
necessity of my. going the limit in seek-
om- |tions as to the future of the municipal

men : t 1
t'hdftg"you may chegl:t m

0 {and a committee of the whole council mum from
The following is a eopy of the Nor-|
Griffiths proposition, as presented to

‘ton Gr P i
*{the Municipal Council, and while T must
-offering so lengthy a docu~

'do 50 in order
y figures and

‘| conclusions, as they' have beén placed

the  alt Bent of valnes ‘it that before you.inthe prmdingpamlguphse

location, made me feel more strongly the

ing information . regarding . their inten-|Regarding the Construction of a’ Dry

homem serty. - Dock.at ‘St, Joha (N,
know. that an option on the munieipal |
s e i e

I"conncil_ snd be “this

B.), and the

a few parties to Establishment of a2 Shipbuilding Yard.

Norton ‘Grifiths & Company Limited
have entered into a ' contract with the
on-government o construet a dry

‘would reach the ears of |dock 900 feet in length, and 100 feet in

Griffith Co. and stir them up to

and to install’ a ship-

of ‘purchase, and if successful, {plant under the dry dock subsidies act,

“3:

1910. They have now been approached

-ﬂm;:ld pn;vidc sufficient funds to equip
a _farm with a municipal home and the
other buildings necessary to meet- our
intentions’ when recommending the mu-
‘micipal farm bill. - .. s
" From, reasonable sources of informa-
tion regarding the true values .of prop-
erty in that section, and laying great.
stress on the fact that the shore rights
were/most valuable, if "a title could be
proven 1o same, a price of $150,000 was
tti;dded upon, to be named in the op-

n.

A letter was addressed by the Fast-
ern Trust' Co. to the municipal council,
asking for an option for six months,
at that price, and the council met to
consider  the proposition. . Particular
Pains were taken to acquaint Norton
Griffiths Co, that an option had’ been
applied for, as several parties' were told
by myself, whom I felt would get into

ber. - As I was putting my coat on Mr.
Palmer approached me and said: “I
wish' we could satisfy you, Mr. MeLel-
fan, ‘of our sincerity in this matter, and
not have you offering so much opposi-
tipn“';t@L,us a8 ‘you do,” and he further
8aid ‘he did net wish e to think that
Norton Griffiths Co. had ever stated or
thought that I was trying to place ob-
stacles in their way.” To explain his rea-
son for making the last statement, I may
say that during my remarks before the
government that motning I referred to
the fact that I understood that Norton
Griffiths Co. thought T was ‘continually
plaging obstagles in their way.
I"replied to Mr, Palmer as follows:
“So far .as’ my . individual vote is con-
cerned it will never be cast for voting
any .such assistance as asked for with-
oiit the taxpayers having a vote on the
matter first.”

“Mr. Stewart’s change of base regarding

P S e e P
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of his invasion of  Russia. proposition involving the ‘int
a water main 1

¢ works department as e mthé munication with, them. - Just about the disposition of the $65,000; his request

i Moreoyer, the young man who comes
up to our universities thinks that

| the United ~States “really Whipped

Great Gritain on that occasion. The
fact js Great Britain whipped the
. United States soundly, and only
ceased the operation because Europe
was so happy at the overthrow of -
Napoleon that America was practic-
ally forgotten.” B
This is better. The simple truth of
history ought to be good enough-—on
ither side of the international boundary.

TRAGK DEATH
- OF CIPTAN
AN DOMHLLE

ation of
from Kane's Cor-
ner to the Norton Griffith N)]% ‘This
main was to furnish water to prop-
erties  lying along the road, ' between.
Kane’s Corner and the Norton :
property, as well asg for the
pany’s requirements. During the d 5~
sion of the matter it was explained if
there was to be a main

sinking fund would have to be mad
and we would expect the Norton 'G:

fith Compeny to give such a rante

as this company was to be the largest:
consumer of water—according to their|
own statement—and would be here for.
five years at least, while wé %t
know what might transpire in eonmec-
tion with the other proper (i
meantime. 5 s LR AR

The estimated cost of this inatalhﬁq;n !

was about $40,000, and Mr{ Palmer did
not. hesitate to say that his' company
would give the guarantee “if he could]
come to some arrangement with the real
estate men who were interested, but /if
{he could not come to am arrangement.

his company would utilize another route, i
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installed, that |®
the usual guarantee for interest and v

namely, the Egbert street; and would |5;

‘run their own pipes from' the foot of
this street across the flats to their own

3 e
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granting one dol-
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i ceded to Fredericton. to in~
- the provincial+ governmeént in

en | connection with the guarantee and it was
» | heralded in the newspapers t! "ml‘t;.;

, Mr. Stewart had

| government had assured him of fheir
it

e. A few days later 1 learned
e

- | option n would ‘be “as ,
‘| train their influences on the position. The

ked for, and then
31
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next move made ,il;c Norton

Mr, i Co. was in-s communication to ths

mumnicipal council, asking to be heard in
reference to a shipbuilding plant, and
this. communication, I think, was dated
Jan, 21, 1918, the first day of the Janu-
ary meeting of the council, and the let-
ter was read to the council at the morn-
ing session of the 22nd. ;

At a meeting of the finance commitiee
of the municipal coup ,eetcil and pulil:;ih:;
to the regular meeting, among ot
mnunder consideration was the ap-
propriation submitted by the commis-
sioners of -the municipal home for the

1918, and an item of $2,000 for the | $4800,
bilits {installation of electric lights was freely
discussed,

, and it was the unanitous
opinion of the members of the commit-

0| tee that the item should not be allowed,

the members ‘were aware of thfi f:;t
.it would be necessary to sell the

me,  and therefore the - expenditure
d be practically wasted. ;

1 believe Councilldr Frink moved the

' the item, and

his | by the
the 5

120 ‘feet in width, and 40 feet over the
cill, under the subsidies act' of 1912,
~which provides for the &aymeqt of a
subsidy of 8%, p.c. on $5500,000 for
thirty-five years, for a dock of the fol-|
owing dimensions: 1,150 feet in length,
110 feet in’ width, and 87 feet on ecill.
. The company do not feel that they
undertake this' obligation, without fur-
ther financial assistance.

In order to finanee construction of the
larger dock successfully, it will' be neces-

tractive to financiers.

The subsidy available under the act
of 1912 amounts to $192,500,- which will
be sufficient to pay interest at 4 p.c. on
,000 for thirty-five years. In order
to make the bond attractive, a sinking
-fund must be provided, the amount re-
 quired for this would be about 11-8 p.c,
say $65,000 per annum.

- Tt iz proposed that the-government of
the ' provinee of New Brunswick and
the city and the municipality of St.
| John should jointly ‘guarantee the pay-
ment of this sinl;iéng"hf;md,ﬁihoula the
proposed dock ‘and- s ding ‘com-~

uﬂdmfbt‘:) “meet | this

an; option.
H

sary ‘to create a hond which will be at- £

bility of their construeting  a | e, time that the discussion of the

tern Trust Co. option was to take

[larger. dock, 1,150 feet in lengtl and | lace, Mr. Inches, of :Hazen & Inches,

appea in " the_ council ‘chamber and
asked permission to present an offer for
is, offer. was fo pay. some two or
three hundred dollars for an- opjtion
for $152,500, 1 immediately thought
that there was to be'a sale for sure,
and 1 stated there in council that if
they thought Mr. Inches was acting for
a genuine purchaser, that they should
accept his offer, and I would wote for
it, but, if they thought he was acting
or some concern who was simply try-
ing to bluff, or attempting to keep "the
property out of the market until such
times as they were ready. to purchase it
or_ secure it by gift or otherwise, they
should not, consider it: g
This was an opportunity for Mr.
Inches to make good if he had a genuine
purchaser, and the Eastern Trust Co’s
client would have been satisfied, as the
only intention of this client was to either
force some one to purchase, or get the
property out of the hands of the coun-
cil for a time &t least. A VERY CON-
SIDERABLE AMOUNT OF DISCUS-
SION TOOK PLACE over the option,

regarding a representafive of the council
going to England, and the government’s
willingness to assist a shipbuilding plant,
certainly started me. thinking, and I sin-
cerely hoped that some good offer would
now. ‘be made for the home property,
either by-Norton Griffiths or some other
congern_ willing' to' establish themselves
there.

The home property at this time was
up for tender, and April 1 was the day
for opening of tenders. The day arrived
and no tenders were received from any-
one; so that up to this time there was
not one. dollar offered for the property,
and I would ask you to please remember
this fact; a8 you have been led to believe,
gither -innocently sor intentionally, ‘that
we were ‘such fools as to refuse an offer
some weeks -ago for $150,000 and then
had  offered  to. actept $75,000 for the
property, and I say that if such was the
case you certainly had not only a right
to object, but had a right to declare an
open sedson for hunting fools.

As I was not present at the council
meeting of April 1 on account of my
‘thinking it was simply a meeting of the
committee who had the selling of the
property in charge, and I was not on
that committee, T did not hear the dis-

property, the Norton Grifiths Compan o i ondly: the miatfer by
guaranteeing the interest and  sinking| . > " ! ernment had
fund, -for the ‘cost of installation, - company to up mpoﬁkﬁ
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Wharf and Was Drowned, men, sheNE wua the Wigh'al Nortan | : 00,00 e | o, : t habitual drunkards would be sent, and s |ing fand would operate for thirty years, [[C°°Rt less, and in case of no tender be- | ;0 ®10 SO0 (A% o e wel purty that
Griffith Company that the Egbert street amount for the present éontract he did | Sitizen and one skilled in- political science buil ool Wbo s conld” he 1o | nnd A5 ‘dtwiuat yesuirpieits o meet it Ing made, we would be in a position to
o - adyocating the extension of the dry dock|building for Y ,03; by the whole|would be Slightly incressed. . treat’ with the -first party who

of interest for $1,500,000 more than the|  We alio hiave had a most prominent{Which the municipal home, a home whete | 0f the compeny: In this case the sink-
¥ s R W P

main should be laid. We were also told came along. I did not hear of any of

not' feel that: they could undertake the the councillors dissenting from his views.

came

Hopewell Hill, N. B., May 24—(Spec-
al) —Born within sight of e sea and
pfter spending/ practically ‘all his life on
the water, Capt. Samuel: Domville, ferry-
mMan of Hopewell Cape, met.a tragic
leath in the Petitcodiac River last night
py falling over the new breakwater into
the swiftly running tide' just as he was
bout to start in his motor boat with a

mber of passengers. The body. has
fiot. been recovered. ey

The unfortunate accident occurred at
1 o’clock and Capt. Domville, - who was
ssisted by Pilot Josiah Christopher, had
pis party in the bhoat at the side of the
har fand had gone across. the wharf

one to hang a lantern at. the faee of
he wharf as a guide for.his return trip,
5 the night was very. dark. i

After waiting nearly balf an hour the
bassengers in the boat became uneasy as
apt. Domville did not return and

ought he must have gone up fto his
ouse. 'This proved not so, howeyer,

d search was made but no tidings of
he -unfortunate man were found. The
pntern had been placed at the end of
he wharf as was intended and.it is

pposed the ferryman tumbled over the
harf into the water, The fall would be
bout 25 .feet. = There was no outery

ard by any of the party and it is pos-
ble the unfortunate man was either
unned or killed by striking. against the
mber of the wharf in the course of his

The sudden ‘death of Capt. Domville
as a severé shock to the residents of
he shiretown, where he had made his
ome for many years and many friends

side will learn of the sad happening
ith deep regret., For many years Capt.
omville was a deep water seanian and
br the last twenty years or more had
penn- in charge of the Hopewell Cape-
borchester ferry. He was upwards of
venty . years of age. He had brought
ssengers from Dorchester in the after-
pon and was in good health and spirits.
» is survived by his wife, who was for-
rly Miss Pye, and two married daugh-
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g’

(that the Norton Griffiths company did
not want to guarantee the interest and
sinking fund,, as it was so small an
amount, somewhere about $8,000, and

contractors substituted fo
While T did not have an;

the ability of the sul (
ity to pay, still I did not like the ide

of Mr. Palmer acting in that manner,
and believed it would‘be a bad prece-
dent to establish, that of accepting sub-
contractors in lieu bl:'f m}i‘: contractors
who were responsible to the government
and especially ‘when it had been agreed |
upon. -I objected strongly to the ar-
rangement, but a§ it appeared to the
other commissioners that it was a small
matter, and they even intimated that
it looked as if I was trying to block
progress of the work, they.proceeded to

own. |
to.

work of extension without. further finan-
clal assistance. Mr. Stewart's propos-
| Hon involved the granting by th
wished to haveﬂwnnw of the ‘sub-, mﬂve

an equal amount . from

Mr. Stewart’s
s b

king fnndwhlc?’lii:dww

create in order to make the D
ve ‘also ’nﬂ— :

cted that the dock

He also ‘stafl;dr that it might be ar-

ranged that
put in operation for five years, after the

guarantee would not be

vote for the acceptance of the sub-|fotation of the company, and in  this

stitution. The yeas were called for, and

were called for, I stood up, and was told
that there was no need for standing, but
I stated that T thought it was a bond
issue and required & unanimous wote,
and which being the case the motion
was declared lost. T was told that the
matter would be put through 'in another
way, and my opinion being that it was

advised that they secure the names of
Norton Grifith Company to the guar-
antee, if ‘they required the water. This

may appear like a small matter for me | be

to be so exacting about, but T did not
consider it so, any more more than, or
80 much, as a company like the Norton
Griffith coming here with such a herald-
ing of trumpets, to ask us to do ‘&tich
a thing. Their doing so convinced me
that-they were simply trying us out, in
order to defermine just what might be
accomplished in the future, and I be-
lieyed they ‘would bear watching:
Previous to meeting the next represen-
tative of this company we were inform-

mitte that a very prominent citizen had
called his attentiop to the fact that the
new dry dock to be built in Levis (P.
Q.), was to be some 250 feet longer than
the St. John dock, and that he, the citi-
zen, thought it was a matter for serious
consideration by the mayor 4and commis-
sioners, whether they” should ask the
government to extend the dock here, and
wake it equally as’ long as ‘the Levis

ed by the Norton Grifith

case the sinking fund, we #
all but myself voted yea, when the nayes | ative forfi: o the would not beoper

of the’

rummonds, with whom they were ne-
gotiating. : T
.In return for the guarantees the city
and the provincial government were to

an area of land to be reclaim-
Company.

‘Mr. Stewart invited duestions by ' the

1

am::ix;th of cash value :
wo ave and as to the disposi-
tion of the pmoult,.!?o and he explained
that they would use a portion of the
cash to .construct a retaining wall, a por-
tion for the
lengt}x of dock and a specific amount for
certain expenses they would be put to:
I imagined ‘I could see the sinking fund
o 3

commissioners and the mayor asked the
following: In the development of your
work ‘at Courtenay Bay will you require
the municipal home site? The reply ‘was
that they in all probability would. The
mayor said: In that case I suppose you
would provide another home equally as
800d and Mr. Stewart. stated. that t
would expect to do s0. He eel’tm'ﬁy

impressed me, at least, :
ed by the mayor one morning in ‘com- |/t " bt et o g

hat his: company wounld require the site.

questioned Mr, Stewart regarding the
the. guarantees|

maintenance of the extra

¢ in_thirty years, but|
the amount in that case would bet:ifsht-
Iy increased. = - i R
. During the discussion Mr. Stewart laid
great stress on the i e
N G Ty
efforts, as the Norton Grifith Company|
::;1(;) _reclaim silﬂ;ci?ﬂ: land for the site,{
a very dangerous thing to do, I strongly | Drumma: g ey

| { none.
East

bilities of a steel{"
rough his eompany’s |

e

“of the Imperial Dry Ddck, and:

he sale could not be consummated
uses .- -procured.

g . the mayer

=

of the members of the Drum-

” o:apo,rqﬁon,: during: ‘which Mr.

rummond did not hesitate to say that

understanding with Mr. Stew-

t coming’ here, but if ‘they de-

cided to do so they would come,of their

 own volition and would require not only
ing to estimates prepared by some ex-
pert, it was
would in all probability pay a handsome
profit.’

assistance from the city but would ask
Jfrom both the provincial and federal
‘governments. ¢ 2
This further established’ in my mind
the impression that the Norton Griffith

to ‘us and were trying to exploit the

‘advantages of the Courtenay Bay loca-
tion for their own personal bepefits. .

X figured that they were trying to im-

bress outside concerns with the idea that

one of them could secure a location at

_ John without the assistance of

‘Norton Griffiths Co. and that if the

cipal Home site was to be the loca-

. plant_the “sooner the

the taxpayers, as I certainly did mot be-
lieve it possible to properly conduct a
.home in or adjacent to the yards of &
steel plant. . e

In an endeavor to secure some idea as
to ‘Norton. Griffiths’ desire to secure the
‘property and the. value which they
'would place upon. it, I mentioned to a
| party one day that the home would in
all probability have to be sold, and sug-
‘gested that’it might be possible to secare
an option on it for about $125,000; and in
! it o, Norton Griffiths Co. there
should be a profit for. the "%T“‘

y | party said he would confe

‘when Stewart returned to the city, and
‘after some time I ‘was- informed that
Norton Griffiths .Co. did not want the
thome, gnd if at all not for a year or two
felt that the Norton Griffiths Co. had
then than. the party I am referring to;
'so I kept right on, looking for them to
show their hand sooner or later, with
fhe result that the public works depart-

¥

ment’ or the department - of jus-

y .

in the best interests of the city, while | ¢ated, was approyed'
t the same time he was interested in

'Company was simply putting up-a bluff|

committee; and the county secretary was
authorized to draft a bill for presenta-
tion to the legislature, As the commit-
tee’s ‘recommendation in - reference ' to
these two matters were unanimousliy. ap-
proved of by the whole council, it ddes
appear to me that there was some justi-
fication for my thinking the home was
to ‘be sold, and that it was considered
Décessary ‘to do so even by my {riends,
the other commisgioners, who dyring the
arraignment. of the county councillors
and myself, did not- think it necessary
to make a statement to'that effect, and
which ‘no doubt would have exacted of
theny the acceptance of a partial respon-.
sibility. for the necessity of selling ‘the
home property. fnt,
Mr. Stewart was heard by the munici-
pal ¢ouncil ‘on the afternoon of'the 22nd
and this time it was a shipbuilding plant,
coupled with an ~extnesion to dry
dock, and I thought at the time that

this proposition was the result of & final”

diagnosis of the case and the shipbuild-
ing plant was'a more. soothing: remedy
for the disease we were supposed to be
afflicted with. The proposition before
the council involved the extension of the
dock and the establishment of a ship-
building plant, and without submitting
any data regarding the size of the plant,
the cost of same, ot the evidence of any
reputable “firm  being. willing to locate
here, simply asked that the municipal
council guarantee a sinking fund of $39,-
500 per annum for 85 years. The pro-
vincial government was to be asked for
the same amount,-making a total of $65,-
000 .per annum. This, ¥ou will observe,
was an increase of. 810,000 more than

previously asked from the city, .
It gvpeared to me, from a perusal of
. Stewart’s scheme, that his states
that they propbsed to use any of’
$65,000 towards -a shipbuilding plant
1uff, as he. stated before the com-

‘Subgidies, act, |
titled to a
85,500,

Firtg el -This did not satisfy me, and I an
some more influential parties to serve |ers

bk

- guaran
by the city and -the provinecial
et s

gua 8 was to ; A

the reclamation of a certain area of land
for thé city and the government, and
alsi the steel t, a certain.por-
tion was to be -applied towards -the
maintenance of the extra area: of dock
an something for c charges..
Now he appears with a proposition re-
rit € gﬁ,ﬂw per: annum’ for pro-

In exchange for the obligation under-
taken by the city and the province, Nor-
ton Griffiths & Co “would . under-
take to build the above mentioned dock
which would be the largest’ in the
world, and would reclaim sufficient land
adjoining the dock for the requirements
of “a Jlarge shipbuilding plant, capable
of building large steamers. They would
also undertake that the shipyard would
be put under the management of a first
class' shipbuilding firm who would be
satisfactory to the city and to the g0V~
ernment of the province. ’

The city and, the province have al-
ready taken legislation power to give
cash subsidies to a:dry dock company
amounting to’ $11,000 for twenty years,
and the city offered a valuable site for
the dry dock. -

Provided the guarantees asked for
were given these . cash ‘subsidies would
not' be applied for by the company.

If the above guarantee were agreed
to, Norton' Grifiths Company, would un-
dertake to issue sufficient preference and
commeon stock to install all the addition-
sl plant required, and to provide work-
ing capital for the company, and would
undertake to give to the city and the
provineial government 25 p.c. of all the
common stock of ‘the company, or if
found to be more advisable, some other
financial -interest in the success of the
enterprige. AL &

All profits received by the company,
after providing for the maintenance of
the dock and the shipbuilding plant,
would be disposed of as follows:

First, in paying the yearly sinking
fund.

Second, in reimbursing the ‘guaran-
tors for any payments they have made
on account of the sinking fund still out-
 standing.

Third—Placing to reserve fund suffi-
cient to meet the ‘requirements of the
sinking fund for four years ahead. .

.. Fourth—In *paying the dividends on
‘the preference stock. :

Figth——ln paying dividends on the com-
mon stock. - .

As a further Becurity the ‘company
would give to the guarantors after a re-
demption of the bonds in 85 years a
mortgage on the entire.plant equal in
amount to the aggregated sums paid by
the guarantors which might be out-
| standing at that time.

The above is a most il.lgelii_ous»docu‘

look attractive to the ordinary observer,
but such documents are usually attrac-

not apply for the cash subsidies of $11,-
500, ig certainly a generous one, as these
‘Subsidies have actually lapsed and they
are the ones referred to in the contract

along. I impressed upon the council the
fact that they should thoroughly satis-
fy themselves that $150,000 was all the
property was worth,” before giving any
optien, and then it did not matter what
the other party made out of the prop-
erty, and I also stated publicly that I
had engineered the option myself up to
that -point, and I ‘did not hesitate to
say that I feared the Norton Griffiths
Co. in the final 'disposition of the prop-
erty, if we did not sell or do something
with the property. In my argument in
favor of giving an option, 1 called ‘the
attention of the council to the fact that
if they did not receive a tender.for an
amount equal to the option price of
8150,000, they would. probably have to
consider they were responsible for an
action which might depreciate the value
of the property. in the eyes of the pub-
lic. During the whole.argument, there
was not a voice raised against the sale
of the property, -but it was simply a
matter of the manner of dispdsing of
the property. i

A VOTE WAS TAKEN AND IT
WAS DECIDED TO SELL THE
PROPERTY BY TENDER, and it was
advertised forsale. Where was the pub-
lic then? { { ]

Were they acquainted with the faet;
that a “Public Crime” was about to be
committed? Where did all the public
protectors in the shape of local politi-
cians hie themselves to? How is it that
they did not come around to question us
then?

A’ committee of the whole council
proceeded to Fredericton on March 6 to
meet the government regarding the as-
sistance asked for by the Norton Grif-
flith Co. for the extemsion of the dock
and the shipbuilding plant, it being rep-
resented to the council ‘that the legis-
lature being in session, it would not be
possible for the government to meet in
St. John until afterwards, and this mat-
ter was important. 5

Late that night we were ‘informed
that Mr. Palmer, who had arrived there
to represent. Mr. Stewart at the meeting
next morning, was desirous’ of meeting
the committee that night, and although
it was late we heard him &bout 11.80 to
12 p.m.

He informed us that Mr. Stewart was
unavoidably absent, and had wired him
to go to Fredericton and go over the

proposition with ‘the committee and the

government, and he assured us that he

ment, and at first glance might possibly did not understand very much about

the matter himself, but gave us a brief
outline of the proposition, asking us if

tive. Such a suggestion, as they would Ithat was about the same as we under-

stood it.

We replied that it was, and T may say
for ‘a_ person who did net understand
much about it, he did 'very well in de-

scribing it. He proceeded to tell us that

After this information was furnished
me. that a certain shipbuilding iirm was
willing to come to St. John, but they did
not like the idea of coming througii any
middleman and paying for the privilege.\

If this information was correst I could
see-a conflicting of interests as Yetween

Lorany concern which Norton Griffiths
might be interested in, in case this firm
attempted to come here, as men connect-
ed very. closely with a large construction
proposition now ' being advanced have
held out that none can secure a site at
Courtenay Bay without their assent and
very substantial reasons.

Taking. into - consideration 'the fact
that the municipal home would have to
be ‘removed, that Norton Griffiths pre-
tended they did not require the vroperty,
although ‘applying for the foréshore, that
no’ offer was made for the home prop-
erty, that some advance would be made
by ‘the municipal council to send a re-
presentative to England, that it was pos-~
sible to secure ‘a shipbuilding firm ‘with-
out coming through Norton Griffiths and
paying tribute to them for the sitc, and
that Norton Grifiths had just recently
‘written the Public Works Department of
Canada that they would not require any
foreshore. at ‘present ‘excepting that ‘in
front of their own property, and request-
ed ‘that the municipal council withdraw
its objections to their use of the fore-
shores; . I could. come to no other con-
clusion” than the safest place for the
municipal home property was other than
in' the hands: of the municipal council,
for. a; time at least,

I imagine 1 can hear some of the
knowing ones, and especially those who
live on' sensational food, say: “Why, the
idea of <doing such a thing; he thinks
the council does not know how to handle
the property.” I have no such idea, but
have certain’ reasons for not taking the
council into my confidence at present,
but I believe that any of the councillors
who voted with meé on this last occasion
have confidence in me or enough at least
to know that I'will not attempt any-
thing in ‘the matter of the municipal
home, that will not be in the very best
interésts of the taxpayers. I can also
hear the questions: “Why did he not
take the public ' into his confidence?”
Just think for a minute of anyone trying
to do anything for the public-and taking
it into his confidence!

.. 1 took into consideration fully the sen-
timent which would possibly be attached
£0 the Norton Grifiths Company by the
citizens in a question of deciding as be-
tween them and another concern regard-
ing the disposition of the home property,
and I certainly did not 'forget the in-
flllence which might possibly be wielded
by some of our politicians in favor of

this* firm -and the Norton- Grifiths Co., .
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‘acceptance of the Norton
present | hany’s proposal in'the.

‘Grifith Com-
ds of the pub-

for dock purposes at all, but would ap-
ply the whole -amount to the shipbuild-
ing plant. - Sty
1 was feeling pretty tired and sieepy

made, when 1 nearly fell off the chair,
with astonishment, as here was appar-
ently a case -where someone was:

. |coming alarmed for fear that the origin~

al inten of Mr. Stewart was to be.
discove and would materially injure
his case. I REFER TO MY PREVI-

breast | disposition of the $65,000. 1 inquired of

Mr. ‘Palmer as to whether he had

premier, and I think he said that He

: : e was
not acquainted’ with.’thg premier, or a

agree not to use any 'of the guarantee!:
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