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HYDRO.

Now that ¢he possibility of the City
undertaking the sale and distribution
of the Musquash ourrent begins to
take on more of the nature of a
Pprobability, our esteemed friend The
Globe is beginning to advise that
caution be observed by the City
sothorities with regard to entering
into any binding agreement with the
Power Commission. This is precisely
what The Standard has been urgiog
all along,. but to all appearances our
uwgings have fallen on deaf ears
Unfortunately there is a seotion of
the community which bms let its per-
sonal antipathy to the N. B. Power
Company outweigh its judgment, and
this senidment has been fostered and
pandered 0 by some of our con-
temporaries ¢o such an extent that it
i3 veny difficult to get any di

and adjourned at once, but Lloyd
George seems to have been spurred
to fresh efforts to find & formula that
would satisfy all concerned. The great
difference betweem the two sets of
claims is that one is for the most
part definite because based on money
lent, while the other is indeflnite Ye-
cause based on damages alleged.
Even if the full responsibility of the
Allies were admitted, adjustment of
the claims for losses caused by the
operations of Koichak, Denekin,
Yudenitch, Wrangel and other leaders
who had foreign support would be a}
most as tedious and difficult a matter
as the adjustment of claims on
Germany for reparations.
Lioyd George appears to be seeking
quick results by yielding “in principle™

bridge. Does anyone, We
er stop to consider what
sort of plight this City would be in
|shouid this crasy application succeed?
It would take months to raise that
bridge and much of it would have to
be rebuit, during which time, no
traing could enter or leave the City
and Fuairville would have to be the
O. P. R. terminus. The old bridge
cannot be used for the reason that it
is only held together by bolts that
are rosted away, and it would be
egreglously criminal to use it again
for the transportation of human lives.
This application is another plece of
insensate folly that has nothing but
malice at the root of it.
e o s

Mr, Herbert Phillips had only cold

comfort to give the exp t citizens

This sispense is
Guide. Dont fire till you

Gosh sutch sispense.
or we're both lost forever.

Guide. Yee gods he's got
(Which they do.)

ISP L LIPS PEPPEIT PP EE

LB SRR T N N A

Fred Feernot. Lissen to him Toaring. Look at his teeth.

"Guide, Never mind his teoth, wait for'the wites of his eye

The End.

comes one now. Holey
He Jooks more like & ele-
awfill,

866 the wites of his eyes.

Ive saw sispense be-

red eyes. Run like heck!

TR TVLE T YNy

of St. John last night. He pwt down
625 cents as the average price at
which the City could sell light to con-
samers over its own- distribution

ate considerstion given to the ques-
tion. To such a pilch has this anti-
Power Company sentiment reached
that a demand for civic distrfbution
of the Musquash current has become
A craze with many people, who will
not tolerate for a mament any attemnt
to consider the merits of the proposal.
The wish is father to the thought;
the demand is for cheaper light and
power, and these people havo got the
idea that any other source than the
Power Company can >t ccarse supply it.
They ask for mo proof, they want no
evidence to support their belief, they
have been told by imterested parties
that they can get cheaper light and
power under civie distribution and
that is enough. They are preparad
to rush headlong into the undertaking
without giving any consideration to
the cost.

‘We have, as we have several times
before stated, no concern whatever
with the future welfare or prospects
of the N. B. Power Company, but it
does seem to us to be the height of
folly for the City to go to the cost
and trouble of establishing a second
distribution system when there is one
already in existence and capable of
doing all the work needed. The City
has been told that the Musquash ur-
rent can be delivered over the Com-
system for 622 cents,

it

to the Rassian claims, while insistiag plant, which means that the ordinary
jon- |00 Postponing definite promises till ) neeholder will still pay pretty much
the Russi have d the much

more definite claims of the Allles. If
the issue should come before the Con-
ference in such a form as to suggest
that the Allles were owing Russia
money it is quite certain that the
patience of the French would break
under the strain.

eI GEE R S AR,

EXPLANATIONS NEEDED.

Mr. Herbert Phillips last evening
made a most valiant attempt to prave
that no increase in civic taxation
would follow if the City undertook to
go into competition with the N. B.
Power Company and build a trans-
mission line of its own to distribute
the Musquash current.

In the Kirby-Phillips report the cost
of distribution is given as $322,600
per year, including the cost of the
current at 1.2 per kw.h at the re-
ceiving station, Fairville. Included in
this total are the following items:
sinking fund, $13,600; depreciation
fund, $25,000; taxes, $25,000; cost of
current, $120,000.

Spreading over a four year period,
he proposed to drop the first three
items altogether, and accept the offer
of the New Brunswick Power Commis-
sion to supply energy at .8 cents or
$80,000 per year, a saving of $40,000
ber year there. In this way he
figured the total cost for the four

those who are so viciously opposing a
‘trial of this scheme would just dires(‘
themselves of some of their personal |
malice against the Power Company,|
and try to give some unbiased con-
gideration to the question whether the
City could not make a more profitable
bargain from its own standpoint by
using the Company's system than by
installing its own, they might be doing
the community a good turn. will
be too late when the expense has

been incurred.

ot
THE RUSSIAN COUNTER-CLAIMS.
Premier Lioyd George's diplomatlic
talent has been taxed to the utmos
by the sharp antagonism between the
¥rench and Russian delegations at
Genoa, and the question of claims and
counter-claims cannot, like the quas-
tion of armaments, be barred from
discussion on the ground that it is
not inciuded in the agenda. An effort
i8 apparently being made, however, to
gettle it omt of court, so to speak, bv
private conversations at the villa in
Quarto where the British Prime Min-
ister is quartered. Little credence
can be given to the communique is-
sned Saturday night by the French
delegation declaring that the Russians
had been ordered with a time limit to
answer definitely ‘yes” or “no™ to the
Cannes resolutions and the demands
formulated in the report of the con-
fevence of experts in London. This is
the course +which the French have
@rged, but its adoption would prob-
ably wreck the Genoa Conference.
More plausfble is the report that
Mr. Tdoyd Geotge has urged Tehit-
cherin to recognize Russia’s pre-war
debts and war debts, and lfabflity for
foreign property nationalized. by the
Soviets, in return for a promise that
the AMies would receive and consider
the Jaims made them

years' period would be $777,000, and
he estimated the receipts for the same
period at 7,600, thus showing a
surplus of $210,500. . He would then
pay the Government $160,000 and have
a clear balance of $50,000 left.

This sounds well, but Mr. Phillips
has overlooked one or two little items,
In the first place the City cannot
issue bonds without a sinking fund,
and this at $13,500 per year will wipe
out his $50,000 surplus and leave him
$4,000 in debt. The depreciation fund
and taxes must be met in some way,
and when these are considered, in-
stead of only being $4,000 to the bad,
he will be $204.000 on the four year
operation.

If this Is not raised by
taxation where is it to come

direct

from?

————

A DISTINCTION WITHOUT A
DIFFERENCE.

Foster

Premier
Report)
“This Commission win come imto
competition with people who have in
good faith invested their money in
tpe dewelopment of power proposi-
tions in this Province. ¢ + = The
Government does not propose to
compete with those people.'’
Premier Foster in 1922, (last Thurs-
day)
“The Province of New Brunswick
is -not entering into competition

in 1920

(Official

the same as at present, or at the
most only a cent or two less. What
the great majority of peoply do mnot
understand is that 6.35 is omly the
average price at which the whole out-
put can be sold; the small users must
still pay 12 to 15 cents, and the very
large users from 4 to § only. Those
people who are under the impression
that 6.25 means the peak price at
which light will be sold, are due for a
very rude awakening when they get
their first light bill.

CITY OF ST. JOHN
AND CONFISCATORY
LEGISLATION

(Financial Times)
Whether born of the rough and
ready ways of the war or representing
simply a phase in the economic evo-
lution of the people, the fact is that
Canada-—and probably the world—
has had a deluge of strong arm legis-
lation, proposed or actually adopted
such as it would have been difficult
to find any representative man to
even suggest a decade ago.
At the bottom of much of this leg
islation is the mistaken belief that
democratic government can do no
wrong. The government of a democ-
racy is presumed to represent the
majority, and the distorted view is
held by many that a majority may do
pretty much as it pleases without
violating the principles of democracy
and of liberty and justice. That is
to say that it is the duty of a minor-
ity to submit to anything thé major-
ity may decide, and call it right
This, of course, is a perverted view
of democracy and is simply substitu-
ting for the divine right of kings a
divine right of majorities—and we
are back not far from where we were
a couple of centuries ago.
These explanatory remarks are
apropos of a plece of legislation sug-
gested, according to newspaper re-
port, by the city of St. John, N, B, in
connection with certain hydro-elec-
tric developments. Without being in-
timately aocguainted with the situa-
tion, it is evident that a certain ques-
tion has arisen which involves the
possibility of the city, itself, enter-
ing into the distribution of electric
current derived from' a power devel-
opment carried out by the New
Brunswick Electric Power Commis-
sion. In the city, the New Bruns-
wick Power Co., a privately owned
company, already supplies the street
car, gas and electric service, and a
point at.issue is whether this com-
pany or the city shall take the new
power from the N. B. Electric Power
Commission and distribute it in the
city,
Many details regarding prices and
terms are discussed in the article,
which are unnecessary to the present
consideration The point which
strikes us as. worthy of censure is
the apparent assumption that the
commission may do as it pleases
with the company. In its proposed

contract with the N. B. Electric Pow-
er Commission, the city proposes that
if the company fails to give a satis-
tactory service in any department,
the city shall have the right to take
control ‘of the company’'s property
and provide the service itself, and—
here comes the joker—if the city
cannot operate the service to provide
suficient revenuwe, then the deficit
shall become & first llen on the prop-
erty of the company. To.  satisty
such lien the city may sell the prop-
erty and hise of the ny
and give a good and sufficlent con

with the N. B. Power Co, i is
making arrangements to sell electric
current to the City of St. John ™
Mr. Fostar may be able to reconcile
these two statements, to his own
satisfaction at any rate, but the
average mind will have some difficulty
in differentiating between “making
arrangements to sell electric current
to the City of St. John” ayd “compat-
Ing with the N. B. Power Company"
which is the only concern selling 1t

. By Russla for damage done in tha

here at the present time. In either case
the Government is doing—or endeavor-
ing to do—grecisely what the Premier
sald in 1920 it had mo intention of
doing!

‘oivil wars which they Instigated and
The nead for private dis-
‘eussion of this question was emphas'z
X by the gharp clash which it caused
Saturday in the Commission om
ce. Sir Robert Horne, the Brit-
representative, had notifisd the
n delegate, Rakovsky, that the
put the bill for foreign property
moyed by the Bolsheviki at §1,900,
000, and had esked ¥ they recog-
Rakovaky vepliad that

e

A gentleman who has had quite
extensive opportunities 1cy acquiring
an inside knowlédge of N. B, Mleetris
Power Commisslon affairs, told us a
short time ago that the graft and suey
like in comnection with the Valley
{Railway ecomstruction was trifling
‘when cmm‘ with cunditions eur

i

any ‘of its property.
We irustwe have not misinterpre-
ted this proposal, Ifwe have, we gladly
apologise to the Council of St. John.
— e
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| WHAT OTHERS SAY |

could be manoeuvred to deprive any ways are

still a tremendous burden,
But they have turned the corner.
The Free Press congratulated Mr,

Kennedy on having the good sense to ||

forget the campaign speeches of his
leader and himself and in haviog sef.
ficlent courage to resist the
and the influence of the Maritime F1o

T —®
The Meighen Raitway Policy Adopted.
m Free Press.)

So all the comdemnation of the
Melghen Government's railway policy
during the election campaign by Hon.
Mackenzie King, his satellites and his
press was only so much biuff and
bluster. Om every platform the Gov-
ernment was abused up hill and down
dale. In the Maritime Provinces one
of the leading issues was the restora:
tion of the Imtercolonial to its old
status. In Quebec the principle of
public ownership was vigorously oon-
demned and it was intimated that
there, would be a return of the roads
to private bands. The Montreal big
interests, antagonistic to public own-
ership, threw all their weight and in
fluence behind the Liberal party, In
Ontario and the West no policy was
put forward, but the Government was
generajly denmounced for its raflway
program and blamed for the deficits.
The outlook was painted in the gloom-
iest of colors,

Yot all this denunciation was ap
parently so muich campaign oratory.
Hon. W. C. Kennedy, minister of rail
ways and canals, brought down his
railway statement on Tuesday in the
‘House, and it was the Meighen policy
without a change. Mr. Kennedy an
nounced that a single board of direc
tors will be appointed to unify the
whole railway system. Here are his
words:

‘A single representative board
of directors for unified control
and co-ordinated operation of the
Governmentowned lines' now di-
rected and @ontrolled by two sep-
arate boardd and -~ two different
management. - This board will be
thoroughly representative, and will
include in its number the most
competent railwaymen, men of
wide practical experience and
training, and possessed of expert
knowledge in the various depart-
ments of railway activity.”

The board will be appointed under
legislation ajready provided for by the
Meighen Government. In addition to
this the Meighen policy of establish-
ing operating districts or divisions un-
der general managens with a certain
amount of local autonomy will be car
ried out.

The improvement in the financial
condition of the road is due to the po
licies of the Meighen Government. The
ex-prime minister with justifiable
pride remarked:

“The statement is such that it
will carry encouragement to the
peopie of this country and
strengthen the hands of those who
have believed that if we followed
right lines we should make these
roads a success. Increased traf-
fic is due to better service, and
better service due to better equip-
ment and better system, brought
about by expenditure of the late
administration. 1 venture to sub-
mit to the House that in com-
parison with the record of Gov-
ernment operation in other coun-
tries, and in companison with the
record of private operation in the
same period, it establishes the
system of management which the
late Government put in as the
best yet devised for the operation
of Government or any other rail-
ways.”

During 1921, a year of business de-
pression, the deficit in operating ex-
penses was reduced  from $36,842,970
in 1920 to $16,092,901. The payment
of interest on capital in 1920 brought
the deficit up to $67,606,069, and in
1921 to $56,673,984. The National Rail-

vince bers, who would rest)‘s iie
Intercolonia] to patronage, and the
Quebec interests, who would juni the
system. If he will honestly carry cut
the policy he has outlined the day
may not be far distant when the Na.
tional Railway system may be an as-
8ot rather than a lability to Canada.
e v it

¢

THE LAUGH LINE |

i—

And yet, you'll seldom find & man
Wwho is too busy to stop and tienle

his vanity by giving you a little free
advice,

One sure way to increase the num
ber of grouches in the world 13 to im-
pose on good pature.

Cheering Him Up. .

Kriss—Who stood up for him when
he married?

Kross—Nobody.
called him an idiot,

The Two Ages of Man.

| Of all the ages of man, thare are
only two: Cribbage and dotage. The
ages in between do not count. They
Vary 8o with personal experienca that
they cannot bé analyzed, weighed,
appraised. There 18 no way of
sticking a value on them.

Yes, verily, brethren, it is only at
the start and at the finish that we
count, and on either end we omi* both
teeth and hair—Richmond Times Die-
patch.

A Dipl

A gentleman lately dismisSel a
clever but dishomest gardemer. For
the sake of his wife and family he
gave him & good character, and this
is how he worded it:

“I hereby certify that A. B. has been

All his friends

L R i e

' prdinary hot water bag,

Price $3.50

Made of ‘welded aluminum
bt moch longer thas e

Will not rust or corrode.

Furulihad with Cotten Suty
nel bag.

»ﬁn;'zuo'MCA

VITY’S-

1117
King St.

)

Main 1121—00 Germain

BALATA BELTING

Crescent Plates and Rivets
LEATHEr BELTING

OAK TANNED 1 the gro

Manutactured By ‘ . Tl el

D. K. McLAREN LIMITED i Paddosk stroe
8t, 8t. John,N. B —~Box m at the wedding

One Carload

‘Phone M.

‘Now Unloading

Price $4.60 ex Car.
These shingles are dry and wonderful value.

HALEY BROS., LTD., St. John, N. B.

Phillips of Bostc
dal party entere
ganist phvﬁoﬂa'

Clear Shingles

A quiet weddi
Rev. F. 8. Dow
88 Duke street
‘Walter H. Leem
Matilda Stevens
were united in
were accompan
Shirley L. Brow
a sister of the

203 or M. 204.

Leeman will res

Phone M. 3152

See our Special Set of

Fixtures for 7 Rooms, $17.00

ELRBCTRICALLY AT YOUR SERVICE

Tue (DEBB ¢

Pinfi

Fredericton, 4
day evening, Aj
wedding took p

! ur.l aiad M:}

{

LECTRIC (JO. it S B
CONTRACTORS 91 “RRMAIN §T. was united in m

Jewers, eldest
Mrs. Jewe

N.S8. Rev.F. A

The Union Foundry anl Machine Works, Ltd.

performed the «
ence of the i
intimate friends
bride and groo

my gardener for over two years and Engi eers .nd Machinish d the single !
that during that time he got more out ‘i 2 » "r‘;n b:meniu
of my garden than any other man 1| Iron and Brass Castings. Phone West 598. and sand geon
ever employed.” West St. _]ohn. G. H. WARIt NG, M'Nﬂ- ¢ ;wtlhy ;::u;“h:
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ALL GRADES OF

Hard and Soft Coal

Lowest Prices,

GEORGE DICK

46 Britain 8t. 'Phon= M. "118,

Oysters, Clams,

Halibut. Mackerel,
Salmon. Haddock,
Cod, Salt Shad {

Smith’s Fish Market :

o
la o o o o o 4

Announcement

We are now established in our
new quarters

69 Prince William St.
Fl

Engravers and Printers,

eouple were th

useful and beau

Tanks
For
Pulp

{ Mills

La Cie de Pulp de Chicoutimi,
Chandler, Que., have just erect-
ed a large Recovery Tank made
at our plant,

The tanks of the Frasem,
Ltd, Pulp Mills, Bdmundston,
were milled here.

We have spécial tank ma-
chinery.

For Tanks 'Phone Main 1893.

y
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clear lcr}‘hl; ¥
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The funeral o
Green was held
from the reside

SAVE YOUR EYES
4
Headaches

About ninety per cent. of
all . headaches have their

4

g g i

you T from headaches

which medicines do not ¢ 4 HA
relieve, it would seem to ¢ e
bo the wise thing to find § Hempton, Ay
out if your eyes are the Fhwraon, s -ser!
cause. 3 of her parents
Our methods of exami; b - iigwes Lewis.
indicate very r?::’; S s ’
whether the headache is )m’dmm?’-n
the result of defective o an The monthly

vision, and we tell you ex-
actly what examination in.
dicates,

Lot us help you to deter

<

8t. John, N. B.
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We are
Making
and can fill your
For Prices ::
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LATHS

AT LOWEST PRICES

1 Murray & Gregory, Ltd.

' Every
Day

orders promptly

‘Phone Main 3000
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Head Office  Branch Office || 48 Smythe St. 159 Union St. © bosatitel reid

527 Main St. 35 Charlotte , to the Boman

‘Phone 683 ‘Phone 38 YOU MAY PLAN TO BEGIN WITH m o7 2

DR. J. D. MAHER, Proprieto, ||US 8t any time, as we will have so i oad M, Ryan

onutsm.unma;‘me;“‘mm-:.ﬂ::u n:,':a"u.;
o

: . |Hittle importance when one enters. 'm":"f“

‘ ' n 1

COAL P

Hard and Soft, Best ity. “.'. ol .Gn,,l




