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MUNICIPAL
OWNERSHIP

PROFITS OF ELECTRIC |
PLANT OF BROCKVILLE|

COUNTRY DEMANDS
AN INVESTIGATION

Government’s Connection With Exploration Syndi-
cate Regarded as lts Doom---Attempt
to Discipline It.

£ THE OVERSEAS MAIL. asked in the House to-day as to the po-
sition of Hon. C. Hyman.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier said the oppo-
sition in the House had behaved in a
very fair manner in this matter. The
Premier had information now that Mr.
Hyman could get the letters forwarded
to him, and therefore he expected be-
fore a courle of weeks were over to
be able to give something definite, Be-
cause of the informality of the resig-
nation the Speaker could not issue a
writ. He (the Premier) had pressed
upon Mr. Hyman not to resign his
portfolio. He expected within two weeks
to be able to give the opposition the
information they asked.

FORMER EDITOR DEAD.

Train Will Not Arrive at Vancouver
Until Six 0'Clock on Friday
Morning.

|

} Vancouver, Jan. 23.—The ' overseas
1xrain will not be here with the Em-
|

OVATION TO THE
LIBERAL LEADER

Rossland Electors Heard J. A. Macdonald---The
Opposing Conservative Speaker Was
Laughed Down.

press mails on Friday morning until 6
{ o’clock. The Empress will be sent out
to English Bay to' anchor this after-
noon so she will not be delayed on Fri-
day in the event of fog.

ANOTHER BATTLESHIP
May Be Added -to Uncle Sam’s Navy
in the Near Future.
Washington, D.C., Jan. 23.—It is prac-
tically assured that the House commit-
tee on naval affairs will recommend
the construction of another gigantic

Dr. Nugent Appointed Missionary
Among Hindus--Railway Check-

Lansing, Mich.,, Jan. 22.—Franklin
Green Churchill, former editor of the
Bimira, N. Y., Gazette, and founder of
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(From Wednesday’s Daily.)
the
1dal unearthed in the Lands
rks which
ed in yesterday’s Times,
in this city to-

e announcement of
and
Department, was
is the sole
of conversation
It is felt that while the government
s endeavored to make Mr. Green the
1pegoat, the last vestiges of respect

which a few of its partisans may still |

retain for it,
and its doom on February 2nd is al-
ready sealed.

The mere fact that the other mem-
bers of the government knew of the
late minister’s connection with the syn-
dicate from May of last year until the
eve of the election, makes them part-
ners with him in the odium he incurs.

Numerous rumors have been floating
the city with regard to Mr.
resignation it oc-
irred. and the final disclosure explains

round
ever since

en’s

many other incidents and occurrences
of the past.

Public opinion, as voiced on the
streets of this city this morning,. de-
mands an investigation.

A prominent Conservative expressed
it when he remarked:

“Taken in conjunction with the Kita-
naat land matter, the Xaien Island
deal and several other transactions in
which the present government has been
concerned, this last revelation renders

ple and unhampered investigation of
the Lands and Works Department a
mere necessity. That is why I'm going
to support Mr. Macdonald at the ap-
proaching election.”

As it may readily be supposed, the
McBride government’s face is not
turned with favor towards the Trans-
continental Exploration Syndicate at
the present moment.

Ever since last May, when the gov-
ernment as a whole became conversant
with the facts of the arrangement, as
outlined in last evening's Times, the
transaction has shung like a sword of
Damocles over the devoted heads ot
McBride et al.

Moreover its attitude on that occasion
taught the government that the com-

colossal |

| Mr. Green had thoughtlessly placed in
pub- |

have been swept away, |

pany was inclined to exact its pound‘
of flesh, and the unfortunate side of the |
affair was that with the weapon which

its hands, it was quite able to do so.

While the production of the letter may |
| have been necessary on the part of Sir i

| Adolph’s lawyers, it was a rude blow
to the cabinet, and their cognizance of
it placed them in a very invidious light.
| Mr. Green had to go. Some sop must
| be thrown to Cerberus.

With Mr. Green gone, it was felt that
the company must be disciplined to a
certain extent. Something in the na-
ture of a “real hard slap” was to be
| given them.

January 7th the company remitted a
cheque for $768, its annual rental of
sections 624, 625, 626, 627, 628, 629, 630 and
631 in the Telqua district. The letter
was signed by the secretary, J. H. E.
Secretan.

The department became indignant. A |
letter was at once dispatched notifying l
the erring ones that inasmuch as the
syndicate was not licensed to carry on
business in the province under provin-
cial registration, they had no right to
lot No. 624. The letter included a |
cheque for $98. |
| No mention was made of the other
seven lots, valuable coal areas, and the
balance of the rental was calmly ac-
cepted.

S. Cuppage, of the lands and works
department, whose name has been
mentioned in the matter, disclaims any
connection with the Transcontinental
Exploration Syndicate. He says he
never held any stock in it nor did he
have any connection with the organ-
ization directly or indirectly. The
bringing of his name into the organ-
ization was a mistake, doubtless due
to the fact that under leave of absence
from ‘the offices here he spent several
months in the north and came south
with Mr. Highland, the person in
charge of the work of the company in
the Telqua. This is the 'only way Mr.
Cuppage says in which he can con-
ceive of his name becoming connected |
with the company.

Mr. Cuppage explains the remission
of the fees on section 624 as due to the
fact that the person in whose name
the licence was taken out had died. It
was impossible to renew the license to
a deceased man, and the company as
organized was not registered in the |
province, and therefore could not take
out the license.

!
g'
|
|

THE BRITISH
PR

LOGAN'S RESOLUTION
REGARDED AS PREMATURE

ENCE

Premier Favors Principle of Motion
But Advises Leaving Matter in
Abeyance.

Jan. 23.—There was a gov-
ernment caucus yesterday to discuss H.
J. Logan’s resolution to confine the
British preference to Canadian sea-
ports.

There was strong opposition to the
resolution going into effect ‘at present.
It would mean a blow to British pref-
erence.

The Premier has already declared
himself in favor of the principle of the
resolution, but his opinion is that it is

Ottawa,

premature to put it into force now.
That view will no doubt prevail. In
that case no resolution will be drafted
and Mr. Logan’s will be modified, pro-
viding that it will come into effect at
a time when the country is ready for
it.

All the western members were op-
posed to the increased protection
which such a resolution would cause
just now. They oppose anything that
interferes with the British preference.

CASES DROPPED.

Out
to Be Discontinued.

Suits Arising of Winnipeg Civic

Election

“It is announced to-day that the suits |
brought against James Burridge, Wil- |
J. W. |

Henry
Cockburn. Johnson Douglass and J. W.
to for corrupt

m Garson, Sandison,

Harris recover fines

practices at the municipal elections on |
discontinued,” |
Free |
Illiott & Macneil, bar=~ |

be

December 11th, will
3 Winnipeg

Wednesday’s

“Messrs

€ ; for the plaintiff, J. A.

Kenzie, confirmed the report at noon
-day.

aking to a Free Press reporter,

liott, of Eiliott & Macneil, said:

is true that the suits are to be

tinued. What my clients were

ng particularly was an investiga-

£ votir at the municipal

Such an investigation is now

Judge , Myers,

object of my clients has thus been

To proceed with the

charges now would be to

clients open to a suspicion

personal spite in this

11 be present at sessions of

solicito

the

progress before

from

Ves ration
ch the interests of my clients in
»zard to the individual charges.’”

and |

before Judge Myers |

CHINOOK SAVES
 THE SITUATION

———

SNOW IN ALBERTA

| Premier to accord greater time would }

| IS DISAPPEARING

Ranchers Are Preparing to Gather

Animals.

/

Lethbridge, Alb.,, Jan. 23.—Not in 20
years did a more welcome chinook be-

late last night. Already the snow
is being licked up as by magic, and on
bare spots that are now showing
prairie cattle are finding food. Should
it continue for another 24 hours the

present. The dead to date will not ex-
ceed eight per cent. Ranchers are al-
ready preparing, to ther up their
stock and care for the weak ones.

TRUE BILLS AGAINST
FORMER BANKER

Toronto, Jan. 23.—The grand jury
brought in true bills yesterday in the
criminal charges against Charles Mec-
@ill, late general manager of the On-

statements and false accounts by offi-
cial fraud.” The second charge is
| theft.
indictment,

and various sums are

Up Stock and Care For Weak |

cattle situation will be saved for the | to the latter, proposed cheers for him,

|
!
|

|

gin to blow than that which started | of the meeting received rousing cheers

tdrio bank. The first indictment is for |
“making false statements, signing false |

battleship in addition to the one de-
cided upon at the last session as the
result of a partial canvas made by
members of the committee. They are
convinced that the House will approve
an additional battleship as recommend-
d by them.

SMITH CURTIS
AND THE PREMIER

FLAYED W'BRIDE |
AT JOINT MEETING

Head of Government Tried in Vain
to Counter the Slashing Attack
Made Upon Him.

Keremeos, Jan. 22.—Learning that

Premier McBride intended to visit Sim-
ilkameen, Smith Curtis challenged the
Premier to meet him in joint debate on
fair terms so as to allow Mr. Curtis to
make serious charges of maladminis-
tration against the government. When
Premier McBride arrived in Fairview
he was met by Mr. Curtis, to whom the
Premier offered half an hour at his
meeting to be held Monday. Mr. Cur-
tis, refused, thinking it was far too
little time in which to present the case
against the government. The Prem-
ier was obdurate and also his oppon-
ent. Later, the local Conservatives,
who concluded that Mr. Curtis was |
right, and that the failure of the |

have a bad effect, induced the Premier, |
who was evidently afraid of the debate,
to give Mr. Curtis an hour. There was
a large attendance at the afternoon
meeting and Mr. Curtis opened the ball
by a slashing attack on the McBride
government, showing that the political
promises of the Premier and his col-
leagues were worthless, and claiming
and proving that while taxes had been
heaped on the, masses, certain large
corporations, companies and specula-
tive timber land owners had had their
land taxes lowered or not levied at
all.

He ripped up the government on its
knifing the Midway & Vernon railway,
which is projected through this riding,
and exposed the Canadian & Western
land steal, which grant is largely taken
out of this constituency. He pointed
out how the McBride following in the
House had last session voted down a
proposition that the eight hundred
thousand acres being given by the C.
& W. railway land grant bill should be
in full of all claims of the C.P.R. for
building to Midway, for which the C.
P.R. had often tried to induce the
Legislature to vote an additional nine
hundred thousand acres. This was in-
terpreted as meaning that the govern- |
ment intended later, if retained in of-
fice, to hand out to the C.P.R. an ad-
ditional grant.

Fairview is supposed to be a Shat-
ford stronghold, but the meeting dem-
onstrated that it was the other way.
Mr. Curtis, during the meeting, was
much applauded, and on the conclusion

while but half a dozen raised a feeble
cheer for Mr. Shatford. Mr. Schubert,
one of Mr. Curtis’ strong supporters,
seeing that the Conservatives had no
cheers for Mr. McBride, out of courtesy

which were joined by all.

Mr. Curtis, at the McBride meeting
last night, again spoke for fifty min-
utes. Mr. Winkler, the Socialist, being
given +twenty minutes. Mr. Curtis
made a rousing speech to a packed
house, many ,péople coming twenty
miles to hear the discussion. He had
a splendid reception and applause |
throughout showed him to be the fa-
vorite,

Mr. Winkler spoke well on Socialism,
and has here most of his supporters,
but it was evident he will poll but a
small vote.

A great many moderate Socialists are

| not take us out of

er Burned to Death.

Brockville, Jan. 23.—Municipal
owenrship Brockville. In
years the light and power plant earn-
ed a profit of $37,005.50.

Hindu Question.

Ont.,

pays at six

Toronto, Jan. 23.—In considering the
Hindu immigration problem the Can- |
adian West Presbyterian foreign mis- |
sionary cornmittee were led yesterday
to take an opposite view of the sit-
uation to that held by the Trades and
Labor Congress.. Dr. Alex Nugent,
who had been commissioned from India
to inquire into the situation, reported
that the Hindus were a fine class of
men and not guilty of the traits ascrib-
ed to them. They would not work for
less wages than the ordinary white
man and would, if allowed, settle on
farms in this country. Most of them
had been soldiers in India. Personally,
he would not favor them as a class for
immigrants, but they were superior to
the Chinese, and would make better
citizens in this country than in India.
At present there were about 2,000 of
them in Canada. The committee de-
cided to appoint Dr. Nugent assa
special migsionary among the Can-
‘adian Hindus for the next six months
as an experiment. In view of the in-
creased cost of living in Western Can-
ada the salaries of missionaries will be
increased.

Cremated.

St. John, N. B., Jan. 23.—Roy Nobles,
C. P. R. checker at Sand Point,’ was
cremated in the oil shed there.

Cigarettes.

Ottawa, Jan. 23.—2. Blain has ac-
cepted the premier’'s challenge and
gave notice last night of a resolution
declaring it expedient to getting in a
bill this session to- prohibit the impor-
tation, manufacture and sale of cig-
arettes.

A SOCIAL VIS,
NOT POLITICAL

WHY SECRETARY ROOT
1S AT OTTAWA.

May Discuss Issues in Which Canada |
and -United States are at
Variance.

Ottawa, Jan. 21.—United States
retary Root was the guest to-day
luncheon of the Canadian Club.
day he spent at Government House,
where at dinner he met Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, Hon. C. Sifton, Hon. W. S.
Fielding, Hon. A. B. Aylesworth and |
their wives.

He talked freely to the press after
his arrival, but stated his visit had no
diplomatic significance.

“Mr. Root, there is a good deal of in-
terest in Canada in your visit and a
good deal of curiosity as to its signifi-
cance,” said a reporter.

“It will be very easy,” said Mr. Root,
“to satisfy the curiosity of the people,
if the simplicity of the explanation does
the category of

Sec-
at a
Sun-

news.

“I am here because Lord Grey, when
he was in Washington last winter, was
good enough to invite Mrs. Root and
myself and daughter to come to Ot-
tawa. . It is purely a social visit. It
has not any politieal, governmental or
diplomatic side at all, unless it be this,
that all affairs in this world go better
when people know each other, and get
to like each other. The great cause of
controversy among nations is misun-
derstanding, the failure of people in
one country to appreciate the point of
view of the people in another.country.
A better knowledge leads to a better

voting for Mr. Curtis, whose platform
seems to meet the views of all classes. |

| Mr. McBride had a good reception and |

There are nine charges to this |

made the best of a bad case by special |
pleading, much of which was rather |

| amusing by its absurdity, as when he !

named, of which the largest is $25,000 | .
| C.P.R. land grant in Southeast Koot- !

and aggregate $125,000.
ENGAGEMENT CANCELLED.
| “Madam Butterfly” Will Not Play

Victoria Owing to Lack of Support.

in

/

attached to the subscription list for the
“Madam Butterfly” engagement to
learn that a remarkable lack of en-
tusiasm was exhibited by Victorians
when the list was opened and, as a con-
sequence, Puccini’s great opera will
play two night in Vancouver, the local
engagement being cancelled.
was closed last evening, and Manager
Denham stated to the Times that the
seat subscription, even as it stood,
would not, by any means, cover the
| cost of the engagement.

in- |

DOCKYARD SUPERINTENDENT.

Ottawa,. Jan. 23.—Captain Knowlton,
of the® eruiser Canada, has been ap-
pointed superintendent of the dock-
yards at Halifax. He sails on Thurs-
day or Friday for England.

The list |

| time

: s - kevery dollar of ta
It will be a disappointment to more | 2

than one music-lover whose name was |

pleaded that the non-taxation of the |
enay and all Heinze's land and Duns- |
muir’s land and coai and iron deposits,
under the E. & N. railway land grant, |
were due to his not yet having found |
to look into them, but that h{s‘L
pledge to the House last session thnti
and arrears that i
should have been-levied from these cor- |
poration grafters would be exacted |
some time in the future. The meeting |
did not end, until near midnight. A[’
its conclusion Mr. Curtis, feeling sorry |
for Mr. McBride’s friends’ failure at‘
Fairview to cheer his drooping hopes, |
proposed cheers for him as Premier,
but not as- a political partizan. Mr‘(‘
McBride countered by proposing cheers
for Mr. Curtis, but not in a political |
sense, and both rounds were given
with a will, and the longest meeting |
ever held here broke up.

The contest in the riding is exciting
and of great and growing interest, and
is the chief topic of conversation. Mr. |
Curtis looks a winner.

On an average 60 per cent. of people
over ten years old are working for their
living. This is the rule for all civilized
countries.

\re(‘ourse to such

understanding and a better under-
standing to more kindly feeling and
more reasonable treatment, the mere
exchange of friendly courtesy in that
view, has a political and governmental
side. My visit has no other aspect.”

“Do you not think the feeling be-
tween the United States and Canada is
better now than ever before?”’ was the
next question.

“I should be inclined to say that is
true,” he remarked. “So far as I have
been able to see, there has always been
a kindly feeling towards Canada in the
United States.”

Good opportunity was given Secre-

tary Root to have a talk with the
Premier on Canadian and United States |
affairs.

Although the conversation was, |
of course,

informal, it may result in
some good. There are a variety of sub-
jects more or less of an irritating char-
acter which might be settled between
the two countries without having any
iribunals in the
It is no secret that Can-

|
|
\
as {
Alaska affair. }
ada wants to avold anything of t}mt!
kind. There is, for instance, the divis- |
fon of the waters and territory alnng[
the boundary line from Puget Sound on
the Pacific to the St. John river on the |
Atlantic. An understanfing on this |
matter is desirable and the Canadian |
government is willing to give and take ',
to have this reached.
Hon. C. Hyman’'s Position.
Ottawa, Jan. 21.—Hon. G. E. Foster

the Wellsboro, Pa., Gazette, is dead at
his home here.

He was 74 years old.
—The death occurred on Tuesday at

the family residence, Craigflower road,
of Mrs. 7
due to pneumonia.
a native
43 years of age.
children survive her.

PROMOTION FOR

Wm. Atkins. Her death was
The deceased was
of Cornwall, Eng., and was
Her husband and five

(OM. LEARMOUTH

SHEARWATER'S SHOWING

IN QUICK-FIRING TEST

Little Vessel Did Well in Comparison
With Larger Ships---Ranks
in First Twenty-Five.

Commander Frederick C. Learmonth,
commanding the Egeria, survey ship
on the Pacific Coast, has just been pro-
moted captain, and reappointed to the
command. Capt. Learmonth donned
the navy blue in January, 1879; was
promoted sub-lieutenant in 1885; lieu-
tenant in 1887, and commander in June,
1900. He is one of several brothers
serving in the army and navy.

A cablegram notifying him of the fact
was received some days ago, but the
official announcement has just been
received.

The Shearwater,

The Shearwater, which headed the
list of isolated ships in heavy gun
practice last year, also did well in the
light quick-firing gun tests. In fact
the little sloop has done magnificently,
seeing that there is no emulation to
excel in shooting, she being the only
repregentative of the Royal Navy on
the Pacific Coast. At the latter tests
the crew of her light quick-firers got
well on the mark, Lance-Corporal R.
Tomlin, Royal Light Infantry, hitting
the target five times in succession.

Com. A. G. Allgood has reeeived the
official figures from the admiralty:

The results obtained with the 6 and 3-
pounder guns are shown in order of merit
by the following table:

Hits
No. of per
Fleer. ips. Min.
Atlantic 5
Third Cruiser X
Cape of Good Hope .
Mediterranean
I t Cruiser
Second Cruiser
East Indies
North Ame
Channel
China
Tenders
Australia

ca and W.

Fleet’s Best Ship.
Majestic ....
Lancaster
Forte
viana and Minerva
Hampshire
Cumberland
Lapwing
Indefatigable
Zxmouth ...
Diadem ...
Shearwater
Challenger ... 3
Their lordships
tion the very marked improvement in the
battle practice for torpedo boat destroy-
ers over the results obtained in 1905, and
which is exemplified in the following
table:

Number
Number
Number of
Number of
Percentage
fired ..
Hits per
12-pounder
6-pounder ... e .
The table, which gives the
the order of merit, shows that the first
place was awarded the Mediterranean
flotilla, with twelve ships, seventy-two
men firing, 70.173 points per man; second,
the China flotilla, with six ships, thirty-
six men firing, 32351 points per man;
third, the Channel flotilla, thirty-four
ships, 204 men, 604 points per man.

of ships that fired ..
of

misses .... 1,898

of hits to rounds
2 34.60

results in

NEGRO RIOT.

Owner of Gambling Resort Killed, and
Several Other Men Injured.

Chicago, Jan. 22.—A dispatch
Lawton, Oklahoma, says:

“A negro riot, created by
Dixon, colored, reported to be
charged negro soldier from the 25th in-
fantry at Fort eno, last night,
sulted in the death of Mat Marshall,
colored, the wounding of Dixon and
several other negroes, and the arrest
of fifty negroes.

“Marshall, owner of the gambling re-
sort in which. the negroes had congre-
gated, and Dixon, entered into a quar-
rel in a crap game. Their fight drew
others in, and a pitched battle re-
sulted.”

Lane

COI;IING TO COAST.
Toronto,. Jan. 21.—Rev. E. D. Mec-
Laren, D.D., will leave the city to-mor-
row for Vancouver, where he will at-
tend a meeting of the committee ap-
pointed at the general assembly to con-
sider the question of instituting the-
ological work and establishing a Pres-

byterian college in Vancouver.

Rossland, Jan. 23.—Rossland turned

out in full force last night to greet the |
A. Macdonald, at his |

Liberal leader, J.
first public meeting since his victory
winning tour of Vancouver Island and
the lower mainland.

The Miners’ Union hall was packed,
and it was no exaggeration to say that
an overwhelming majority of those
present were in hearty accord with
every utterance of Mr. Macdonald.

The meeting was
amusing incidents.

not without its
In particular Mr.
Hannington, of Nelson, who spoke for
1. A. Campbell, the McBride govern-
ment candidate, ecreated  uproarous
amusement in his efforts to explain
that whilst Mr. Campbell was not a
man versed in public affairs he
was a most desirable representative for
Ross!land. Laughter and cat-calls quite
drowned what he wanted to say, and
finding it impossible to check the up-
roar he gracefully subsided.

Another lively incident arose in con-
nection with Mr. Macdonald’'s reference
to Mr. Campbell’s preference for Chi-
nese laber. Mr. Campbell jumped up
in white heat, shouting: “I want to
tell you that Mr. Macdonald some
times employs a Chinese cook.” The
whole audience shrieked with laughter,
and Mr. Campbell was heard no more

cof during the remainder of the meet-
ing.

After all, the significant feature of
the great gathering was the splendid
reception given the Liberal Ileader.

} There was something more than mere
There was something more than mere

party enthusiasm back of it. There

| was an undoubted note of affection for

and pride in the citizen who in three
short years had gained for himself so
high a place in the confidence and the
csteem not only of the Liberals, but
of all classes of people throughout the
province.

This was particularly mnoticeable
when Macdonald replied to the reckless
charges preferred against him by Mr.
Mortimer, the Socialist, in regard to
his attitude on labor questions. Quietly
and with marvellous effect Mr. Mac-
donald discussed his every act in the
legislature in reference to all labor sub-
jects.

He told of his action with respect
to the eight hour  smelter bill with
special particularity and in concluding
his remarks on these subjects and ap-
pealing for the verdict of the electors
of 'Rossland on his stand, there came
back a shout of approval that told un-
mistakably of the confidence the work-
ers of Rossland have in his good faith
and 'in his efforts to accomplish real
service for those who labor in the
mines, and smelters of the province.

SLAND TO HAVE
EXPERIMENTAL FARM

Announcement Made by Minister of Agriculture
to Ralph Smith--—-Letter Received by
R. L. Drury.

(From Wednesday’s Daily.)

R. L. Drury last evening received a
letter from Ralph Smith, M.P., at Ot-
tawa, enclosing a letter from the Hon.
Mr. Fisher, Minister of Agriculture,
containing the authoritative announce-
ment that the Dominion government
have definitely decided to establish .an
experimental farm on Vancouver
Island.

Experts will be sent out to inspect
the various agricultural sections for the
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This announcement of the decision of
the Ottawa government to provide an
experimental farm here will be received
with delight by the farming and argri-

a decided stimu- @

cultural interests. The Liberal mem-
bers from Vancouver Island sitting in
the House of Commons have been per-
siste#t “in their representations on the
point. Ralph Smith has taken especial
interest in it, and it is gratifying to
know that .so important a subject has

| received the endorsation of the govern-
| ment and is to be acted uvon.

The conditions prevailing on the Isl-
and differ somewhat from those en-
countered elsewhere in the province,
and vary materially from those met
with in other parts of Canada.
these circumstances
advisable have
farm located here.

The activity prevailing on the Island
with respect. to farming is an addi-
tional reason for locating the farm
here.
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SURVEYING TO
ALBERNI CANAL

'C.P. R WILL REACH
DEEP WATER THERE|

Engineers in the Field Have Feasible
Route Across Divide on Van-
couver Island.

There can be little doubt that the C.
P.R. intends to sxpedite the extension
of the E. & N. line to deep water on the
Alberni canal, following out the policy
contained in the announcement made
some time ago by Sir Thos. Shaugh-
nessy, that a port of call for the Em-

press liners would be established on the |

West Coast of Vancouver Island.
Already survey parties are in the

field. The instructions issued to the

chief of the staff is to push the work

for the extenion of the E. & N. to deep
water on Alberni canal. This is being
and Frank Shepherd, the engi-
neer in charge of the party, has already
route across the Beaufort
range, west of Cameron lake. It is
more than probable that the route se-
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of Horne
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lake.

Along a spur running out from the
Beaufort mountains on the east side
affords a good opportunity for making
an easy ascent. It is possible by tak-
ing this to get a grade no where ex-
ceeding 1% per cent. to where
the summit is reached. The descent on
the other side of the range can be made

the wagon road. Deep water can be
reached at New Alberni townsite, some
miles from the head of the canal.

‘It is reported that the C.P.R. intends
to begin work on the extension of the

;that this has
easy by making a circuit away from

line early this summer. At the present
time another survey party is working
from the Comox valley in the direction
of Alberni to connect with the line from
Wellington to deep water on the Al-
berni canal. The party is working on
the shores of Comox lake. This section
of the road offers little difficulty, it is
believed.

The C.P.R. liners, by steaming into
Alberni canal would be able to land
mail and passengers desiring a quick
dispatch. The railway line would con-
vey them quickly to some point on the
east coast of Vancouver Island, pre-
sumably Nanaimo, and from there a
fast passage by special steamer would
shorten the time very materially. - The
liners would be delayed some hours in
reaching Victoria and Vancouver with
the freight and passengers who were
not in any particular hurry, but an ad-
vantage would be gained in time with
the mails.

TWENTY MINERS
REPORTED KILLED

Trinidad, Colo., Jan, 23.—An explosion
occurred in a Colorado fuel and iron
company mine at Primero early ‘this
morning and twenty miners are report-
ed to have been killed.

It is said the death list may even ex-
ceed twenty.

Division Superintendent O’Neill, with
several physicians, left here on a spe-
cial train at 8 o'clock to-day for
Primero.

The explosion occurred in the main
entry and is supposex to have been
caused by a windy siot.

Great excitement prevailed at Pri-
mero.

NIPPED IN THE BUD.

22.—Mail advices to
the consul-general of Venezuela, Car-
los W. Figures, report that the gov-
ernment of Trinidad will prevent any
gathering of military forces for an in-
vasion of Venezuela. He is informed
materially affected the
plans of Gen. Parades, stopping the
hostile preparations he had been
making on the Island of Chactaire and
Tinta Bay. The men assembled there
have been dispersed by the police, and
are being watched.

New York, Jan.




