CANNON I8 VIOLENT.

THEY USUALLY ARE

. Addressing the joint meeting that
was héld at Ste. Germaine, Lucien Can-
non said: ‘‘Hon. Mr. Sevigny is pre-
#enting himself as candidate with all
the patronage, all the influence, all the
. power of the Ottawa Government be-
. hind him. He comes here with money,
with liquor, with promises. He uses all
possible means to win. He has an army
of canvassers from all parts of the
eountry, he has speakers enough to be
heard at every crossroad and street
corner, He comes to buy the County
of Dorchester. I spoke this morning in
8t. Benjamin, and those who represent
me. thers told ‘me there was a ertain
canvasser’ going about from house to
house with a satchel, promising a post-
office.”’
®He also declared that agents of the
Conservative organization in St. Ben-
jamin  weregbuying home woven rugs
at $15 apieco, articles usually worth
about 50 cents. Cannon then dealt with
a charge made by 1’Evenement of Que-
bee, that a friend of Cannon’s had in-
. . sulted the Cure of St. Bernard. He
" read a letter from the Cure saying that
the article was a tissue of falsehoods.

It s almost superfluous to refer to
the. moral bankruptey of the,political
eddlers and o ‘nll_m.po'{ar as the truth

8 not yet percolated into the“place
where the thinking process is earried
on in the minds of some of our fellow-
toilers. ' Burely, if evidence is needed—
the above quotation should suffice, es-
pecially as coming from:one of them.
We see in the statement a eharacteristic
that has mow almost become a rudi:

There are few men so steeled to con-
ventional dishonesty that can refrain
from ‘telling the truth all the time, and
when they speak the truth it is not
from a pure motive, as the above quota-
tion fully emphasizes the presence of a
material objeet in view, it only serves
to show that men’s actions and moral
proclivities are circumstances of time,
condition, and place.

COALITION GOVERNMENT.

——

y Fads, Fancies and Dreams.
Fads, fancies and dreams are always
in order, ‘‘but government by re.preseu-
, tation has long been considered the
foundation of .that liberty for which
men are even mow laying down  their
lives.’’ Are we at home to sit by and
se¢ a fow drgamers abolish that for
which the boys at the front are fight-
ing? For the sad fact is always before
us that the ‘‘big business men’’ who
are to furnish us with ‘‘national gov-
ernment’’ could not he elected by a
vote of the common people of Canada.
Of course, the idealists have a remedy
“for all that. There are nearly a score
of vacancigs in the House of Commonsi
These seats could be handed out to the
“‘big’’ business men, both parties
. agreeing to let them go by acclamation.

how governing.really should be done.—
‘l\lognm, Toronto.
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‘l'lu swriter .of the before-mentioned
‘lqhtion needs no introduction to For-
ard readers; he is noted for the fixity
‘his ideas. A eoalition government
- mecessary - ‘in Canada, as the .
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mentary ‘survival, § < “Trith Wl oute™

Then they ¢an go on and show us just”

Lo

‘poople'l' consent to the war in any

country? If the introduction  of a
coalition government without an elec-
tion( which is inferred from the above)
will underminé the foundation of our
liberty, for which men are laying down
their lives, then every belligerent gov-
ernment in Europe stands condemned as
the destroyer of the foundations of our
liberty.

WATCHERS OF THE STOCK

TICKER.

Cdnada’s banking and financial inter-
ests have enslaved themselves in the
process -of enslaving the railway man-
agers. The attitude of the banking and
financial interests may be inevitable,
and one of the veils inseparable from
the private ownership of railways.

Canada’s railway managers looked
at the business horizon of 1913-14 and
shrunk back from the awful thought of
the tale that the stock tickers would
tell in 1915-16-17.

Canada’s railway managers looked at
the future as a master mariner looks
at a gathering storm-cloud.

Canada’s railway managers, in fulfil-
ment of their duty as servanis of the
banking and financial interest and in
deference to their fears as watchers of
the stock ticker, were forced to shorten
sail.

If a committee of the Toronto City
Couneil had managed Canada’s railway
service with the present results that
bank and stock exchange management
have brought upon this country the al-
dermanic members of that committee
would be fleeing from the wrath of an
outraged publie.

e

Whas is tho. great causé of Canada’s”
railway ills?

Too much bank and to mueh stock
ticker.

A railway manager in Canada is the

gslave of the banks and the stock
market.
If operating costs stay down the

price of the railway stock stays up.

If operating costs go up the price of
the railway stock goes down.

If the price of the railway stock,
goes down-the railway manager’s salary
goes down or disappears altogether.

Keep both eyes on the stock ticker
is the lesson that the banking and finan-
cial interests of Canada \have taught
to the railway managers of Canada.—
Telegram, Toronto.

“Could anything be more conclusive
than this:. ‘‘The Banking Syndicates
Boss the Railways.’’ The Railway
Syndicate Bosses the Bankers,”” ¢‘And
They Jointly Boss the Public—for Pro-
fit.”” The service.end of the deal al-
ways gets the worker.

RECOGNITION!

A ecable from the Colonial Office to
the Duke of Devonshire announces that
the following Canadians have been hon-
ored by his Majesty:—

To the Peerage, as a Baron: Sir Hugh
Graham, of Montre#l.

To be Knight Commander of the Most
Distinguished Order of 8t. Michael and
8t..George: Albert Edward Kemp, Min-
ister of Militia; William Howard
Hearst, Premier of Ontario.:

+ To be Grand Commander of the Most

c Dmﬁag‘ishd Ordcr of St. Michael and
- 8t. George: cqtdn Bdward Martin,
Snporhmdent the Bﬂiha Doek

haonors podpomd from New Year’s are:

Grand Commander 8f. Michael and St.
George, Sir George Piddes, Permanent
Colonial Under-Secretary; Baronet Sir
Charles Wakefiéld ex-Lord Mayor of
London; Knights, ex-Sheriffs Touche
and Spead. All the latter three .are
well known in Canada as having recent.
ly joined in presenting the new mace
to the Canadian Honse of Commons at
Ottawa.’’ .

All trades unionists, labor men, and
socialists are requested to look over the
New Year’s list of honors and tell us
whieh is their knight” Our knighthood
was _conferred upon us by slavish tradi-
tion, and we are deeply concerned when
the knight will pass and the break of
dawn appear.

MURDER AND THE POPPIES,

The Crown Prince is reported to be
impressed with the beauties of nature:

“Just look at this field of poppies!
Is it not splendid? That is one of. the
miracles.of this war, that one’s’ joy in
the beauty of nature_amd of life be-
comes ever deeper the more one has
to see of the grey. It makes us feel
afresh the best value of life. Nobody
can understand that who has-not been
in the thick of it.’’

No doubt flowers will bloom wheat
will grow the sun will shine, and the
rain will fall during the war. But this
is neither consolation nor excuse for the
frightful destruction of human life, the
most precious of all life, to satisfy the
ambition of such men as the Crowy
Prince. Nature will do her best tg-heal
the wound, but dead men cannot be

brought back to life, nor shattered
limbs restored.
DECLARATION OF INDEPEND-
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By ;ngpr,soll.

The Deecldration of Independence is
the grandest; the-bravest, and the pro-
foundest political document that was
ever signed by the representatives of
a people. It is the embodiment of ph¥-
sical and moral courage, and of politi-
al wisdom,

1 say of physical courage because it
wag a declaration of war against -the
most powerful nation then on the globe;
a declaration of war by thirteen weak,
unorganized colonies, a declaration of
war by a few people, without military
stores, ~without - wealth, without
strength, against the most powerful
kingdom on the earth; a declaration of
war made ‘‘when the British navy—at
that day the mistress of every sea~—was
hovering along the coast of America,
looking after defenceless towns and vil-
lages to ravish and destroy.’”’ It was
made when thousands of English sol-
diérs were upon our soil, and when the
prinipal cities of America were in the
substantial possession of the enemy:

ThomasChurch, Mayor of Toroato,

stated the other day that hud it mot.

been for the Militia Act we shonld
have been under American domination.
We are afraid this statement will
grate upon the dslicnte seme of star-
worshippers.

It is not quite elear from a reading
of the daily piffle, if -his patriotic hair
stood on end at such a gruesome
thought, or whether he was merely in-

~ fluenced utilitarian motives. It is
whispered {in some quarton that the
Mayor ha ‘a bad fall when he was a

baby, gnd that evep now he hagsmental

- vigitations of a xoblh tro- a particular.

mdmom, the same nytteﬂm appar-
ition is of a pirthahrly dark-visaged
countenance and & eonmdaering dis-
poﬁtion. %iv

ing the const cities' otﬂlﬁ Lneﬂm At-
lantic seaboard? An 'admission of the
truth would probnbly ‘help some of our
mental defectives. to see through the -
Belgian hoax, and be better able to-ap-
preciate the sagacity ‘of our honourable
Mayor for keeping out of the mudholes,
especially being a loyal officer of the
QO B

To those more favored with the ca-
pacity of thinking, the incident merely
oceasioned a ‘‘tongue in the jowl,’’ and
a wink that speaks volumes. We pre-
sume any other form of physical ges-
ticulation might land them in durance
vile. It would be a dreadful eahmity
to wilfully sacrifice such , wendrous
«*Britis® liberty’’ on such a flimsy pre-
text. And, as well—it’s differént from
the other brands, you know?

OUR FREE-GOUNTRY =
" GOW - CHILDREN ™

Ohild Slavery in Australia.

sranennes

In spite of our boasted freedom, ‘‘Po
litical and- Industrial,’’ and the fact
that we have & real ‘‘Labor Party’’
that has done so much for the workers
6f this country (1), and so little for the
capitalist (?), we are still enslaving
the children. These childreh, who num-
ber thousands, are to-day robbed’ of
the bright days of childhood, slmply
because the masters can make profits
out of them. Many of them must be-
come breadwinners. p

The wages paid to many fathers of
these children are so small and insuffi-
cient to supply their bare animal needs
that they must send them -to work in .
factories, on farme and in the minés,
to augment their meagre earnings.

It -is quite true that there is & law
{so-called) on our ‘¢ Statute Book,”’ pro-
hibiting child labor: - But-so long as-we
"have ‘‘Child Labor,”’ it does but little
good -passing laws preventing this in-
iquity of ‘“Child Slavery!’’ There is a
Biblical phrase: ‘‘Suffer little children
to come unto Me.’’ The. capitalist _finds
that quite suitable to his needs, and is
not long in putting it ifito practice.

Child slavery on the farms in Aus-
tralia is a disgrace to our so-called
¢¢givilization.”” The children working
“on farms are called ‘“Cow-Children.”’

They are the farm-owner’s. own child-

ren in some cases, and are being ex-
ploited in order to grind profits out of

them, but in most cases they are State
children, secured under a pretext. that 3
they will be adopted, well cared for,
and wel educated. But in place of
school and playground, they are worked
many hours every day for a cocky far-
mer, These children are besotted, de-
spoiled and robbéd of their magnetic
~potency. The flowers of youth neyer:
bloom under such a state of slavery.

Then . we have the children in the
faetories. - These children may not: be
of . tender years, like.the ‘‘Cow-Child-
ren’’ on the dairy fazma, but they have
not reaehed the age of maturity, and:
must therefore be ‘termed children: -
These children, boys and girls, are be-
ing exploited and.degraded in the worst
L way. : W

I know girls, their ages from four- ~ =
teen to seventeen years, ‘‘working’’in &
ome of the leading. firms in Sydmey.
Their wages range from eight to gix-
teen shillings per week. And on so
small a sum, it is mpomblo to pay for
board aid lodging and keep. their per-
sonal appearance. up ' to the nhndsui
which the ‘‘masters’’ require and
which their own impulses dietate, When
these girls find that their paliry few'
““bob’’. m)l mm for hvh;g W’




