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HARKI THE HERALD ANGELS SlNG U»lk Manning.spice, catsup, and pickled mush 
roomg, filled up from gravy made from the various 
bones. 1 ixl. ed, the more we read of tU festive 
domga of our early Sovereign, at this staaon, the 
more it must be àdmitled tbat they far exceed. d 
thoae of after years ; and at the present day, it 
would create no smqfj sensation if our worthy 

-Quern, after the example of Kichatd III,, should 
wear the crown, and hold a splendid feast in 

Westminster Hall, similar to that of a coronation."
Apart, however, from the feasting of these Royal 

Lhrirtmas festivities, various diversions on a very 
elaM-ate scale vu kept up, neither trouble nor 
expanse being spared to make them as grand as 
porsibla Thus, in the rev. la of the olden times, 
the mummers occupied a prominent place, and we 
are informed that in 1400, when Henry IV. was 
holding his Christmas at Eltham, he was visited by 
twelve aldermen and their sons as mummers, and 
that these imposing personages "had greatthanks" 

jesty for their performance. This kind

at the groom-[Hirter's, an attraction which retained 
its popularity as late as the reign of George Ilf. 
“The groom-porter of old,’4says Mr. Tin.bs in his 
“ Romance of London," "is described as an officer 
of the Royal Household whose business it was to 
see the King's lodging furnished with tables, stools, 
chairs and tiring; as, also, to provide dice, etc. 
formerly he was allowed to keep an open gambling 
table at Christmas.” Among other ancient customs, 
we are told how a branch of the Glastonbury thorn 
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inging,
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Thn manor lords in line unbroken 
Rest hero begirt with sign end token

used to be presented 
England on Christn
too, seems to have formed a part of the Roy 
tivities, and to havVgladdened the Court feasts.

Although in modern years a great part of the 
festivities with which our Sovereigns once celebrated 
this joyous season are now things of the past, yet 
during the present reign many a charitable custom 
and honpiublè practice have been instituted which, 
if lacking the grandeur of the state p .géants and 
revels of bygone times, are, perhaps, more suitable 

he proper observance of a festival which is 
atially of a homely character. At the Royal 

table at Windsor Castle, a noted joint is the " Baron 
of Beef;” and the Boar's Uekd, which from time 
immemorial has been an important item of Christ
mas fare in this country,\still regularly makes its 
appearance at the state Christmas banquet. - 

T. F. Thistliton Dtir.

OLD CHRISTMAS GAMES.
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• ^ATVested and put iii prison tor three monthsiu pr
Thé Lord of Misrule, again, was an important 

personage in the Royal festivities of former years—
Ins duties consisting in ditectiiig the numerous 
1*7“ °,r the ,eMon- Tl»u* Stow, in his “ Survey 
of London, speaking of this custom, says:—"In 
the feast of Christmas there wns in the King’s 
house, wheresoever he lodged, a Lord of Misrule, 
or Master of Merry Disports." It appears that 
some of our Sovereigns expended large, sums of 
money upon the sports of the Lord of Misrule, 
various entries occurring in the • PrTvySi'urse 
Expenses." Thus, for instance, in those of Hettvy 
VII we find such items as these .—"To the Abbot 
of Misrule, in rew.rde, £6 13». 4d.," and "to 
Jacques Haulte, ii^full payment for the disguising 
at Clinstenmas, £32 18a Cjd." At Court, too, 
the Lord of Misiule was generally a writer of 
plays, and the post was not unfrequently held by a 
poet of some reputation. Such was George Ferrers,
"in whose pastimes,” we are told by Warlon, As «‘hot cockle, ..nee I Wd me down,

eëEîSES:::commonly his piedecessors bad been before, he In an old tract, “ Round About our 
received all his commissions and warrants by the or, Christmas Entertainments " p 

o| the Master of the King’s Pastimes." In early part of the last 
spito, however, of the encouragement which the a game called “ Qu
Lord of Misrule and hie merry doings met with at writer says that the commander may oblige his 

doubt that scandalous subjects to answer any lawful question, aad make 
lièrent license the same obey him instantly under the penalty of 

the piying any such forfeit as may be held on the 
rd of Misrule aggressors “ Handy-dandy " was much in request 

er, and has left us at this season. One of the [.arty concealed some- 
lit acta of this mock thing in his band, making his neighbours guess in 

which qpe it was. If the latter guessed rightly he 
. o of the observance of won the article ; if wrongly, he lost an equivalent 
in years gone by was the per- It is alluded to in “ Piers Ploughman,” and it is 
plays, which, it seems, were prhaps, noticed by Shakespeare where King Lear 

reign of Queen Fli^hT * ^ u In tl,e (Mt **’* 6> to Glo'.ter :_"Look with thine

=: S hsaiKtsrjm:
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inclusive. The game was played with two dice,

The» deed knights wrought.

i

One of the interesting features of a Christmas in 
the olden time» was the varied assortment of games 
which were so heartily joined in by both old and 
young assemhkJ round theVjIazing hearth, 
of these merry pastimes hai| long ago passed away; 
only a few, such as snapdragon, hide-and-seek, etc., 
being known by the present generation out of the 
long list of Christmas games formerly kept up. 
Thus, an old gsme played especially at Christmas 
was "hot cockles,”a species of blindman’s-buff, in 
which the person kneeling down, and being struck 

• ««bind, was to guess who inflicted the blow. It ia 
described by Gay in the following lines

; rtîsoiSis R. .Sims
Êristmasbs.

Many interesting particulars of how Christinas 
was kept by our Sovereigns in days gone by have 
. 11 bequeathed to us, from which it appears that
it was not only celebrated with the utmost hospit
ality and splendor, but was the occasion for the 
luost^xtons.ve futilities, which, says an old writer, 
exceeded those of any other realm in Europe. Thus 
going as far back as the time of William the Con
queror, we read how this n^onarch kept the festival 
in the year 1089 at Gloucester, when its observance 
was marki d with every ouiward show worthy of a1' 
state ceremonial. Later do, Henry IL, following ’ 
the example of his predecessors, honored this 
anniversary with profuse feasting, plays and 
masques forming part of the Royal festivities; and 
t is related that i„ the year 1171 he kept his 

Christmas at Dublin, when a wooden house was 
specially erect*tl for the occasion. Still -«-» 
imposing was the feasting which took place in 
Westminster Hall, where many of our Sovereigns 
from time to time held their C hristmas. We even 
read, too, how, when Henry III., in the year 1248, 
stayed at Winchester, he commanded his Treasurer 
"to fill the King's great ball from Christmas Day 
to the Day <jf Circumcision with poor people, and 

hem there ; " and it is further on record how 
Edward II, in the year 1323, kept Christmas at 
Westminster Hall " with great honour and glorie." 
Referring more, however, to the f 
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