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‘: - CANADA'S CHRISTMAS,

A CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED JOURNAL FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON.
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HARK | THE HERALD ANGELS SING.

Tuw church in quaint, and carved, and olden ;

{ “Pho sunlight streams in wavelets ‘gulden,
his Christimas morp,

5 Through stained gl.us scenes from Bible stovios,

2 O anclent knights whose sculptured gloriv,

@ aisle adorn.

The ray are ahed in chastened splendor
On many & dead and gon« defender
Of Church and Crow
On Lancelot, the braye Urusader,
And Guy, who slow the French Invader,
And saed & town.

The manor lords in line unbroken
Reat here bogirt with aign and token
s \

Of ages
. And dumes sad maldons, proud and stately ;
Lic here with folded hands sedately,
Aud eyes shut fast.

Among their tombe-the sunlight lingeis, w
Then halta betwo-n the anthem.singor,
m
For ths iy a warlike selic
wir ohildren sing the song angelio,
« Christs birthday hymn.
L rov'eio wrapt, 1 pauso and liston,
\ ¢ 1 watch the darting sunbeams glisten !
S Ou floor and wal
) living graces,
Andon the children's happy facos

In splendor

Ihis wong of piece—these gentln voices,
N » These glad young hearta that life rejoices,
- My fancy thought,
Are desrer homagdto the Master
Than all the Churéh's foew’ disaster
These dead knights wrought.

{done are the days of gloom and

Love's soeptro broaks the rod «
In our fuir isle,

And as tho children

Of Peace on Karth i
They win God's smile.

7Grofiok R. Sine
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ROYAL C‘RISTHASEE

MANY interesting particulars of how Ohristmns
was kept by our Sovereigns in days gone by have
been bequeathed-to us, from which it appears that
it was not-only celebrated with the utwost hospit-
ality and splendor, but was the occasion for the
wostextensive festivities, which, snys an old writer,
exceeded those of any of alm in Europe. Thus,
going as far back as the time of William tho Con.
queror, wo read how this monarch kept the festival
in the year 1085 at Gloucester, when its observance
was warkid with every outward show worthy of a\
state ceremonial. Later an, Henry 1L, following
the examplo of his predecessors, honored this
soniversary with profuse feasting, plays and
masques forming part of the Royal festivities ; and
it is reluted that in the year 1171 he kept his
Christmas at Dublin, when & wooden house was
specially erected for the occasion.  Still more
imposing was the feasting which took place in
Westuinster Hall, where many of our Sovereigns
from time to time held their Christmas,  We even
read, too, how, when Henry 111, in the year 1248,
stayed at Winchester, he commanded his Treasurer
10 fill the King's great hall from Christmns Day
to the Day af Circumcision with poor people, and
feast thew there ;" and it ix further on recurd how
Edward IL, in the year 1320, kept Christmas at
Westminster Hall “'with great honour and glorie.”
Referring more, however, to the feasting connected
with this season, some idea of the extent to which
it was carried may be gathered from the fact thut
in 1241, Henry I11. guve orders to the Sheriff' of
Gloucester, ta buy twenty salmons for the Christmas
pies ; and in the books of the Salters’ Company,
London, we find the following :—* Receipt—Fit to
make a woost choyce Puaste of Gamys to be eten
at ye Feste of Chrystmasse” (17th Richard 1., a.p,
1394). A pio 80 made by the company's cock in
1836 was found excellent. It consisted of a
pheasant, hare and capon; two partridges, two
pigeons and two rabbits ; all boned and put into
paste iu the shape of & bird, with the livers and
hearts, two mutton kidneys, forced meats, and gy
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balls, seasoning, wpice, catsup, and pickled mush-
rooms, fiiled up from gravy made from the various
bones.  Indeed, the more we read of t| festive
doings of our early Sovereigns at this season, the
more it must be admitted that they far exceodcd
those of after years; and at the present day, it
| would “create no smaj) sensation if our worthy
Quern, after the example of Richard 1IL, should
“wear the crown, and hold a splendid feast in
Westminster Hall, similar to that of 4 goronation.”
Apart, however, from the feasting of these Royal
Chrirtmas festivities, various diversions on a very
elabgtat acule ‘was kept up, neither tiouble nor
m& being spared to make them as grand as
possible. Thus, in the revels of the oltlen times,
the mummer§ ocoupied a prominent pluce, and we
are informed that in 1400, when Henry 1V. was
holding his Christmas at Elcham, he was visited by
twelve aldermen and their sons as mummers, and
that theso imposing personages “had greatthanks”
from bis Majesty for their performance. This kind
of diversion, however, did not-find equal favor
with all our Sovereigns, for Henry VI1L. issued an
ordinance against this Christmas pastiwe, declaring
all those who disobéyed his command liable.to be
arcested and put i prison for three months,

persohage in the Royal festivities of former years—
his - duties consisting in dfre‘mug the numerous
revels of the season. 'Thus Btow, in‘his Survey
of London,” speaking of this custom, says:—“In
the feast of Christmas there was in' the King's
house, wheresoever he lodged; a Lord of Misrule,
or Master of Merry Disports” It appears that
scme of our Fovereigns expended large, o
money upon the rports of the Lord rul
various entrios ocourring in the * Privy™Rurse
Expenses.” Thus, for instance, in those of ‘Heiiy
V1. we find such items as these :—* To the Abbot,
of Misrule, in rewarde, £6 13s. 4d.,” and “to
Jacques Haulte, inyfull payment for the disguising
at Christenmas, £32 18s, 63d.” At Court, too,
the Lord of Misiule was generally & writer of
plays, and the post was not unfrequently held by
poet of some reputation. Such was Greorge Ferrers,
“in whose pastimes,” we are told by Warton,
“Edward V1. liad great delight,” and Holingshed
further tells us that “ being of better calling than
commonly his predecessors Lad been before, he
received all his commissions and warrants by the
nae of the Master of the King's Pustimes.” In
spite, however, of the encouragement which the
Lord of Misrule and his merry doings met with at
Court, yet there can be no doubt that scandalous
abuses often resulted from the exuberant license
assumed by him, Stubbes, & Puritan writer in the
time of Etizubeth, denounces the Lord of Misrule
as “a grand captaine of mischief,” and has left us
a full account of the extravagant aots of this mock
officer.

Another characteristic of the observance of
Christmas at Court in years gone by was the per-
formance of various plays, which, it seems, wers
often conducted on & magnificent scale. In the
reign, of Queen Elizabéth, these were much encou-
raged ; and it has been suggested that even Shuks-
peare himself may have acted before the Quecn at
Christmas. At any rate, one Christmas play which
was highly popular was that of “ 8t. George; ” and
we know that on different occasions the children of
St. Paul's and Westminster not only performed
before Elizabeth, but that in 1692 the Heads of
Colleges at Cambridge had the honor of acting a
Latin comedy before her. In the ensuing reigns of
James 1. and Chailes 1. these plays and revels coii-
tinued to be the fashion, but with the'Common-
wealth all wag changed, Evelyn tells ux that, in
1654, there was not even a church open, 50 that he
hud *“to pass the devotions of thut Blessed Day with
his family at home.” ~ After this peiiod Christaias
olservances at Court never regained their former
grandeur. A Christmas pastime, however, which
| found special favor with Charles 1L, was gaming
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“Th Lord of Misrule, again, was an important’

at the groom-porter’s, an attraction which retained
its pophlarity as late as the reign of George III.
“The groom-porter of old,” rays Mr. Tinibs in his
* Romance of London,” *is described as an officer
of the Royal Household whose business it was to
see the King's lodging furnished with tables, stools,
chairs aud firing; as, also, to provide dice, etc.
Formerly he was allowed to keep an open gambling
table at Christmas.”  Among other ancient customs,
we are told how a branch of the Glastonbury thorn
used to be presented to the King and Qucen of
England on Christmas morning. Carol-singing,
too, seems to have formed a part of the Royal fes
tivities, and to have-gladdened the Court feasts.
Although in modern years a great part of the
festivities with which our S igns once celeb d
this joyous seasan are now things of the past, yet
during the present reign muny a charitablo custom
and hospitublé practice have Leen instituted which,
if lacking the grandeur of the state prgeants and
revels of bygone times, are, perhaps, more suitablo
to the proper observance of a festival which is
essentially of a homely character. At the Royal
table at Windsor Castle, a noted joint is the * Baron
of Beef;” and the Boar's Hedd, which from time
immemorial has been an imaportant item of Christ-
mas fare in this conntry, still geguiarly makes its
appearance at the state Christfias bahquet.
T. F. Taisteroy-Dyer
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OLD GHRISTMAS GAMES.

ONE of the interesting fontures of a Christmas in *
the olden times was the varied assortment of games
which were 8p heartily jqined in by both old and
young assembiod round th*luing hearth,  Most
of theso merry pastimes haw long ago pussed away;
only a fow, siich as snapdragon, hide-und-seck, etc.,
being known by the present generation out of the
long list of Obristmas games fornierly’ kept up.
Thus, an old game played especinlly at Christmas
was ““hot coc{lel," a species of blindman's-bufl, in
which the peraon kneeling down, and being struck
. behind, was to guess who inflioted the blow. It is
described by Gay in the following lines :—

As at hot cockles once 1 laid me down,

And felt the weighty hand of many n slown,
Buxoma gave a gentle tap, and [

Quick rose, and read soft mischif in her eye.

In an old tract, “ Round About our Coal Fire H
or, Christmas Eutertainments,” publixhed in the
early part of the last century, mention is made of
o game called’ “Questions and Commands.” The
writer says that the commundor may oblige his
suljects to answer any lawful question, and make
the same obey him instantly under the penalty of
piying any such forfeit as may be held on the
aggressors.  * Handy-dandy " was much in request
at this season.  One of the party concealed some-
thing in his hand, making his neighbours guess in
which qpe it was. If the latter gucssed rightly he
won the article ; if wrongly, he lostan equivalent.
1t is alluded to in “ Piers Ploughman,” and it is,
perhaps, noticed by Shakespeare where King Lear
(act iv., se. 6) says to [ln'm “Look With thine

ears; sea how yon’ jstice rails upon yon’ simple
thief. Hark, in thide ear: change places; and,
handy-dandy, which is the justice, which is th
thief?”  Browne, too, in one of his * Pastorals,”
tella how boys

With the pibbles play at handy-dandy.

A childish diversion also usually introduced at
Christmas in the bygone days was the “ Game of
Goose.” It was, says Strutt, piayed by two per-
sons, although it really admitted of many more,
and was wel] calculated'to make the young people.
sharp at reckoning the produce of two given
numbers. The table for playing *Goose” was
about the size of a sheet almanwe, and divided into
sixty-two small compartments, arranged in a spiral
form, with a large open space in the centre marked
with the humber 63; tho other compartments

were denoted by numbers from one to sixty-two, «
inclusive. The game was played with two dice,
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