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nate man. He bound up hi, feet, and made effort, to
walk that ended in intense pain, rather than appear the
lame man that he really was. Of course, there was no
compensation in the tender pity and affectionate consid-
eration of the world for him; nor is there any for the
«ad unfortunates who inherit and exercise his spirit
But for all those who accept their life with all its condi-
tions, .n a cheerful spirit, who give up their pride, who
lake the.r bodies as God formed them, and make the
best of them, there is abundant compensation in the af-
fcction of the world. A cheerful spirit, exercised in
weakness, infirmity, calamiiy-any sort of misfortune-
is just as sure to awaken a peculiarly affectionate inter-
est m all observers, as a lighted lamp is to illuminate
the objects around it. I know of men and women who
are the favorites of a whole neighborhood-nay, a whole
town-because they are cheerful, and courageous, and
self-respectful under misfortune

; and I know of those
who are as much dreaded as a pestilence, because they
W.1 not accept their lot-because they grow bitter and
jealous-and because they will persist in taunts and
complaints.

The number of those who are, or who consider them-
selves, unfortunate in their physical conformation, is
arger than the most of us suppose. I presume that at
least one-half of the readers of this essay are any thing
but well satisfied with the " tabernacle "

in which they
reside. One man wishes he were a little larger ; one


