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M LITTLE CKANDMOTHER OP RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

oughly try hi, government before he rises against itWe »earehed the laws and .nliets; „e found eertain
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""«-"'«'"''•'' P'-''»"nts' rights of local suf.rage and then we In^gan showing the peasants how touse these rights that they already had "

they held among the peasants. She had a clearstrong voice: she could talk to the people in word,
t a they understood; and she exercise.1 the power
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The peasants (locked to the local elections, and began
electing men of liberal views as judges, arbiters. Tn,l"Iher official,. One of Catherines brothers was chosen
a» a judge, an, .so was her friend Kovalik, whose planof star ing a colony in America had encountered many
difficulties and had bc^n indefinitely postponed. TOlehe was on a visit to the Verigos. Catherine persuadedhim to b^me a candidate. As a resident of another
province he was disqualified ; but Constantine Ver^omade a nominal lea.se of his estate to Kovalik. and thusrendered him el gible. He was a man of marked abi ity

as thtirlrf '"I"- I""'
"*''" '""^^ ^'-ted h mas their chief; and in three months he cleared up anaecumula lon of eight hundred cases that had doggeSthe docke for years. He and the other Liberal offidal,decided all cases with strict justice to the peasaMand defended their legal rights against the o^rlsilnof the nobihty. But when the more despo«c laid"owners were ousted from the positions thaVthey hadmade a source of graft, they denounced the little groupof Liberals to the Minister of the Interior as a band ofconspu-alor. .gainst the goveramen: In less than .


