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~lTT~f^ ** Bntaio defended the neutrality ef theK.t under »me «u«h pretence u "the open doS,'' fJeJt»de, "nghte of nations", etc., but in reaUty for theW
with the fuU atren^rth of her Nary.

«vumonw

Volumes could be written oo the ori«n and the cdn^
TT'^.Tf ^'i"'.**'^ '^^^ P<*^i«y. ^r rather^^^unciated for the first time in the open by the PoSSecretary. Let us consider but two of its Lpe^UL^a^ugh related but indireeUy to Sir EdwaSS* G^^speech, offer special interest to Canada.

^
the situation of the self-governing coloni«s,-the "sister-^ons", as pompously called by drawing'room E^^

POaSIBLB OOirSEQUEXOES 10 THB OOLONZBS

•

n.!SS ^"""^ a^<mnced by Sir Edward Grey tends tomodify deeply the world's situation; it may also increaseor cramp the economical prosperity and the territorial
satety of the various countries of the Empire.
From the abandonment of protected nations to the sa-

n^n^f L*^?!'^ "^^^^ ^°^ pretensions, whether justified

of TIl
<lMtanoe is much shorter than might be thought

at first,—eapecially if both policies have the same obSctan view, that is, to conciliate rival powera.

In so far as Canada is particularly concerned, our im-
migration laws and tariff regulations, the safety of our
trade, ports and frontiers, may be largely affected by thisnew attitude of the imperial government,—not to speak
of the three-sided problem of Anglo-American relations
;which, on account of the peculiar situation of Canada acountry British politically, but American geographical'ly
remains forever the most important and thie toughest for
,us to solve.

But for all that, neither Canada nor any of the "sister-
nations" of the Empire, can say or do anything whatever
to tavour or oppose the adoption of that policy.

The speech of the British Foreign Secretary was deliver-
ed in an obscure burgh of the United Kingdomr-its name
was not evpn transmitted by th« cable;—but it was


