
'JUST FOR A SCRAP OF PAPER '
H

The German Chancellorhas lived in a period when thex-e

is no longer any hope of the maintenance of a concert of

Europe, which must depend for success on the willingness

of all the Great Powers to accept its decisions. Bismarck,

however, ' in the interests of German unity, made the

concert unworkable and left Europe faced once more

with the era of unrestricted, international struggle.'

That era has been marked by violations of the Act

of the Congress of Berlin, and of the Act of Algeciras.

It has seen the Agadir incident, and last month the

German invasion of Belgium. It is time that a fresh

attempt shoidd be made to enforce respect for inter-

national treaties, and to defeat the German principle

that might, not right, is the foundation of European

policy.

This war, upon which Great Britain has entered, will

have many results, some of which can be anticipated with

confidence. It may, perhaps, lead continental nations to

understand the character and aims of the British nation.

Even as late as September 7, a German newspaper, the

Vossische Zeitung, buoyed up its readers with the possi-

bility of an early change in the British Government,

and it questioned whether a new ' Cabinet of the stamp

of John Morley would bind itself to the pledges of

Grey and Asquith, or whether a successor of Poincare

would bind himself to the promises of the Bordeaux

refugee '. Such nonsense, however, is taken seriously

by many Germans. This only shows their extra-

ordinary ignorance of the situation, and of the grim

determination of all members of the British Empire to

have done with the 'mailed fist' once and for all.

* Just for a scrap of paper ! '—The German Chancellor

apparently thought that the violation of the Belgian

frontier was justifiable simply because—'
rapidity of

action was the great German asset '. Necessitas non

habet leges was his opinion, and therefore treaties into


