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triangular divan formed by a piece of wood
stuck between two joists and covered with

cushions ; of watching my mother use lip stick

and other make-up things; of hearing the

warning knock and admonition: 'Thirty

minutes, Miss Lamont;' (No 'Mrs/ in stage

lore, you know) and later, 'Fifteen minutes

Miss Lamont ;
* of her cheery response, * Yes,

Parks,* and of her never hurrying or being

flustered by the flight of time; of her giving

me a sticky kiss as the final peremptory call

came. Everyone in the company mothered

me, so I was not neglected— doubtless

received too much attention. I was a very

nimble kidlet, and at an early age the stage

carpenter, who had once been in a circus,

taught me to walk a taut rope and to perform

acrobatic feats.

"In due course I played juvenile leads.

When I attained the young and tender grass

age, I was sent away to school, my mother

having been a shrewd manager and investor.

The school was equipped with a fine gym-
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