
future hopet ofmaking any new difcoveries, eaft, weft, fouth, or north.
in the whole habitable world !

In the fecond voyage Columbud vifited the confiderable ifle of S;
John de Porto Rico, where there was plenty of timber, but no EuropI
eaii j?rain ; their bread being chiefly caiTada root. There wrre faid
to have been wild grapes, but they never made wine of them ; they had
»lfo pimento and cotton. The Spaniards are laid to have deftioyed n^oft
°*

1 ^J''*''*'"'
""^^^ ^^"^ "**'^ ^''"'^ ^"^^ *° that fine iflc» of laic much

neffleded by Spam, although its fuuation be extremely happy, between
Hilpaniola on the weft, the Virgin and Caribbee illes on the eiift, und
Terra tirma fouthward

; and its profhuaicns natural and naturalised,
laid to be equal to any of thoother ifles, were they equally cultivated,jFrom this year 1493, when they firft began to bring home any confi-
cterable quantity of treafure from America to Spain, to the year 1724
UftariE, an eminent modem Spanifh author, alrert^ that the gold and
Iriver brought home amounted to five thoufand millions of dollars or
pieces of eight, being above tvcntj-one and an half millions yearly on
a mcdmrn, eqml to upwaros of five millions Sterling yearly • Yet us al"
»>.is treafure neceflkriiy r- •• out every year to other European nations
*or their manuftdut .. j produd, v ith which Spain and its Indies are
lupplied m imm^uic quantities, fome have been of opinion, that it badbeen happjer for Spain if ftie had never pbmted in America, without
Ihc had at the lame tune cuhivated manufadures of all kinds, wliere-bylhe might have not only kept much of her American treafure wkh-
in herlclf tor the fuppt,vt of her manufaaurcs, but alfo thofe manu-
fedures would, by a neceffary in<:reafe of i,eople. have contributed tomake up the lofs of the njitivc i^apiards tranfpianced in great numbers
to America, v u1: w; .i.t^ii^l 1? s- t lin.^'

Authors cotwpute, that foon after the planting of Mexico and Peru
the quantity ot money in Europ; was doubled, in refped to .-hat itwas befr re ;,wherefore the rates or prices of all things were alfo doubled :which proporiionably decrealed the ^profits of Spain by her Ameri-can colonies. Baron Momefquieu is of opinion, that in about littlemore than 2co years, the Ipecie or money of Europe has been doubledhve t.mcs

;
auJ luut it is now. to what.it was before the Indian treafurecame amonglt us us 32 .s to r. Yet this computation will probably feemmuch exag'^erated to inauy. who know that a very great part of the

fi v^annfully brought from America has been every year ^ranfroreS

the. do the advanced pnces of provifions, &c. at this time bear arvnear proportum to that author's fuppofitior. Before this gra^d diicoZe V. the courts of pnnces m Europe had nor the luftre of nTodern ti^^es

^ much Imaller charge than could : don. in ou. uavs. But when


