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T.HE following pages contain an account of the (rial and

[Punishment of Butlrr and Landergan—cases which are too

well known in Newfoundland to be readily forgotten, and

vrhioh are now published from no vindictive feeling, but mere*

ly as they are connected with the proceedings to which ibey

gave rise, and may hereafter be conducive to the public good.

It has been well observed by a popular writer, that the flagrant

l^buseofany power in Eagland always produces re^ction^

which either demonstrates that power to be contrary to the con.

stitution, or by an expression of public feeling restrains it for

the future. The oppression of an obscure -individual was the

cause of the famous hahaiM corpus act : the unjust punishment

of two poor Planters in Newfoundland may have the effect of

raising the people to a level with the other colonists of North

America, and s(;curing to their posterity the invaluable privi-

leges of British subjects.
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