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James iv. i. ^

Whence come wars and fightings among you> Come they

not hence, even ofyour lujis, that war in your members I

War is the fcourge of man. the inftrument of de-

folation and death. It has been raging in our world

in almoft every age. Ever fmce Cam arofe againft

his brother, and ihed his righteous blood, tnj earth has

been a field of battle, and men have been the deltroy-

ers of one another. The mournful and rumous et-

feds of war have been felt among all nations. What

is the hiftory of the world, but an affeaing account ot

contefts, of maffacres, of wafting fieges and bloody

I
battles?
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This great calamity havmg come upon our land, it

is fuitable we Ihould refled on the evils it produces,

and inquire whence it comes. Among all the judg-

ments, with which God in his righteous providence

has vifited our guilty world, no one is fo much to be

deprecated as war. What wretchednefs and milery

has it occafioned ! How many have fallen by the hand

of the afTaffin I How many flourifhing cities have

been plundered and burnt 1 How many populous

countries laid wafte I How m.any thoufand milhons

of the human race has the fword of war devoured .

The facred hiftory gives an account of one battle m
wBch twelve hundred thoufand men were engaged ;

and

that one of the armies loft, in a fingle day, five hundred

thoufand chofen men. This is the greatcft ibughter in

one engagement of which we have an account, buctt
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