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In old European lands, in times by-gone, the cell of a hermit, a

monastery, a castle, became often the nucleus of a village or town.

With us on the American continent, a convenient watering or

baiting place in the forest for the wearied horses of a farmer's

waggon or a stage-coach is the less romantic punctum saliens for a

similar issue. Thus Tiers's, at which we have paused, may be
regarded as the germ of the flourishing incorporation of Yorkville.

Many a now solitary way-station on our railroads will probably in

like manner hereafter prove a centre round which will be seen a

cluster of human habitations.

We discover from a contemporary Gazette that so early as 1808,

previous, perhaps, to the establishment of the Red Lion on Yonge
Street, Mr. Tiers had conducted a public house in the Town of

York. In the Gazette of June 13, 1808, we have the following

announcement. It has an English ring :
" Beefsteak and Beer

House.—The subscriber informs his friends and the public that he

has opened a house of entertainment next door to Mr. Hunt's,

where his friends will be served with victualing in good order, on

the shortest notice, and at a cheap rate. He will furnish the best

strong beer at 8d. New York currency per gallon if drank in his

house, and 2s. 6d. New York currency taken out. As he in-

tends to keep a constant supply of racked beer, with a view

not to injure the health of his customers, and for which he will

have to pay cash, the very small profits at which he offers to sell,

will put it out of his power to give credit, and he hopes none will

be asked. N.B. He will immediately have entertainment for man
and horse. Daniel Tiers. York, 12th January, 1808."

The singular Hotel de Ville which in modem times distinguishes

Yorkville, has a Flemish look. It might have strayed hither from

Ghent. Nevertheless, as seen from numerous points of view, it

cannot be characterized as picturesque, or in harmony with its

surroundings.—The shield of arms sculptured in stone and set in

the wall above the circular window in the front gable, presents the

following charges arranged quarterly : a Beer-barrel, with an S

below ; a Brick-mould, with an A below ; an Anvil, with a W
below ; and a Jackplane, with a D below. In the centre, in a

shield of pretence, is a Sheep's head, with an H below. These

symbols commemorate the first five Councillors or Aldermen of

Yorkville at the time of its incorporation in 1853, and their trades

or callings ; the initials being those respectively of the surnames

' ?i

ij


