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want for the resemblance? " Here we have the key to the

whole mattei". From the beginning they have been taught

by their priests to preserve their habits and customs, their

traditions and folk-lore, and, above all, their language and

fealty to France and to Rome. They have had constantly

kept before their eyes the picture of a new epoch, with

France the holy son of Rome crowned with the laurel of

victory, and dispensing to them with a lavish hand the

treasures of which they have been despoiled by the heretic

usurper, who lies prone tinder the iron heel of the im-

perious victor. This vision is as bright today as it was

to the poor Acadians in the time of Gaulin and St. Poncy

and Le Loutre. The Ancten Regime is to be again

restored, and New France is to rule not only the domain

of which England has despoiled her, but New England as

well, and who knows how far beyond her bounds ? This

dream seems almost too wild for sane men to entertain,

but it is entertained as a matter of faith ; indeed, it has

become a dogma and is tenaciously adhered to even by

men regarded as wise.

Some time ago the papers of New Orleans gave a report

of a lecture by a prominent lawyer of that city, delivered

to a French association. In this lecture the bald declara-

tion was made that the French people were to be restored

to their ancient rights to this continent. The fecundity of

the French people was dwelt upon, and attention was

drawn to the increasing sterility of the Anglo-Saxons,

which, it was stated, would in time give the French a

numerical superiority. The enthusiastic speaker urged

his hearers to maintain their ancient traditions, their

habits and customs, and, above all, their language and

religion. They were advised to keep their children

out of the English schools, and to maintain schools of

their own everywhere. Money, he said, was being lib-

erally supplied by their kinsmen in France to maintain

such schools, in which loyalty to French ideas must be


