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become dextrous in the manufadture of fire-

arms and gunpowder ; thefe arts, with fucli as

they formerly poflefled, muft render them per-

fectly independent: but thefe people will prof-

per by the very effort of your cruelty. You
are now fending manufa(^urers among them
of every kind,' from Great Britain and Ger-
many, in the garb of foldiers. Do you believe

that mercenaries will prefer your ii^tereft to

their own ? Will they trudge and fweat un-

der a brown muflcet and knapfnck, or ftand iii

a trench to be (hot at for a farthing an hour,

rather than defert from your fcrvice, when they

may follow their refpedlive trades, and enjoy

affluence and eafe in a pleaiing hofpitable coun-

try ? Thefe, however, are circumftances that

have only been mentioned by the way, as they

may chance to accelerate the fate of the prefent

war ; not that the Americans have placed the

leaft dependence on fuch aids. By their na-

tive ftrengthand refources they will find fuf-

ficient employment for your troops, till a fo-

reign war, or fome other fortunate event, iball

refcue them from your hands. While you
are pleafed to cut off their trade, and reduce

them to the condition of Algerines, they may
poffibly invent fome other amufement for your

^ips of war than ftealing fheep, or burning

defencelefs towns ; your trading (hips may de-

mand their a(riftance ; the dillrefs of your fu-

gar-iflands may alfo be felt by more people than

Welt-India planters. The dccreafe of trade

and increafe of taxes ; the lofs of your armies,

and oiher calamities wh'ch hang over this na-
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