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can he pofTibly mean ? Was an hofpital

fliip wanted for the killed ? or even for the

wounded? Or does an admiral put thefick

of his fquadron into an hofpital fliip, un-

lefs, which is not pretended, there fliould

be fome epidemical and contagious di-

fteniper, the fmall pox or fever for inftance,

fpread amongfl them ? Does there ap-

pear any malice to Mr. Byng, in the omif-

fion of thefe particulars ? And was the

iickly condition of our fleet, fuppofmghis

account to be true, a fecret fit to be truft-

ed, at that time, with our domeftic and fo-

reign enemies

In the next paragraph of the fame

page, he goes on to fay, *' He would make
** fure of prote6ting Gibraltar, fince it was
" found impracticable either to fuccour or
** relieve Minorca." How could he njf-

fibly tell ? He had recalled the Phoenix

and Chefterfield, " before they could get

" quite fo near the harbour as to make
" jure what batteries or guns might be
** placed to prei.ent our having any com"

municaticn with the caJUeT Then he

knew nothing of its being either prafti-

cable or impracticable to fuccour the

caftki for he never made a fecond at-

tempt,


