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men out of sixteen that wc were in all, and desired

luc to accompany him because I understood in a

manner the language of their nation." We passed

through forests thirty two leagues, and after five

days journey came to a great village, and were im-

niediately carried to the cabin of their principal.

—

The younger savages washed our feet, and rubbed

them over with the grease of deer, wild goats, and

oil of bears. They are for the most part tall and

well shaped, covered vith a sort of robe made of

beavers' and wolves' skius, or black squirrels, hold-

ing a pipe or calumet in their hands. The senators

of Venice do not appear with a graver countenance,

and perhaps do not speak with more majesty and

solidity than those ancient Iroqueses.

One of our men who well understood their lan-

guage, told the assembly,

1. That we were come to pay them a visit, and

smoke with them in their pipes. Then we deliver-

ed our presents, consisting of axes, knives, a great

collar of white and blue porcelain, with some

gowns. The same presents were renewed upon

every point we proposed to them,

2. We desired them to give notice to the five

cantons of their nation, that were about to build a

ship or great canoe above the great fall of the river

Niagara, to go and fetch European commodities by

a more convenient passage than that of the river St.

Lawrence, whose rapid currents make it dangerous

and long. And that by these means we should af-

ford them our commodities cheaper than the Eng-
lish of Boston, or the Dutch, at that time masters,

of Newyork. This pretence was specious enough,
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