
36 IiR. PAN'IKL WILSON' OX

on till' I/ihiMilor loiist, and circ'ctt'd somi; hrii-l' sottlomcnt on inorc Uiaii one point further

south. Thi' inciilcutsan' full of intorost for us. but tho names of lijarni Ilerjulfson and Lief

the son of iM'ie the Ked. are iussociated with very vague traces of this first authenticated

European discovery of the western continent.

Tho part played by the Scandinavian stock in European history proves their abundant

aptitude to have been the ori;aiiizcrs of a Northland of their own in the Xew World. The

Nortlnnen linu'crcd li'hiiid. in their first lioine in the Scandinavian penins\ila, while other

tribes from the llaltic first wasted and then revolutionized the Roman world. But they

were niivsiniT !> viu'orous youth, whii'h ere Ions', ii^ paffnu Dane, and then as Norman,

stamped a new iliarailcr on inedi;eval Europe. Their jiresence in the New World rests

on indubitable cviilenc-c; but the vi'ry dcliniteness of its chiiracter in their inhospitable

northern rclrcat helps to destroy all faith in any mere conjectural fancies relative to their

settlement on pointsalonir the Alliinlii' seaboard which they are supposed to have visited.

So far as Greenland is concerned, they left there indisputable literate records of their colo-

ni'/ation of the reu'ion to which, in contrast tr) the Icel.md from whe :'e they came, they

gave the ina(>t name it still retains. The runic inscriiitions brougin lo Copenhagen

in 1S:11 not only determine the sites of settlements effected by the companions and

successors of b^ric, the founder of the first Greenland I'olony in A.D. !l8i! ; but they

serve loshow the kind of cvideni'o to be looked for, alike to the north and the south of

the St. Lawrence, if any traces yet stirvive of their having not only visited, but attempted

to colonize the old Uclluland, or Newfoundland, Markland, or Nova Scotia, and Vinland, or

New England. Their genuine nieuKirials are not less d(dinite than those left by the Konums

in Gaul or Britain : and corresponding traces of them in the assumed Vinland and else-

where in the United Stati's, have been i)i'rsi>veringly, but Viiinly, sought for. The Assonet,

or Diirhtou liock, on the Taunton river, Massachusetts, neetl not now be rejiroduced. Its

fancied nines have lonir since been abandoned as a credulous liunient. As to the nuid(rrk

inscription, professedly found in ISipY, graven on a rock on the river Potomai', it may be

noted, in passing, as an insrcnious hoax fashioned out of the genuine Greenland inscrip-

tions, readini;- : nil! IlflMl! SYASY lA(iKH.\Ul)Ii AIliSTKIllTIIIXdl! IKI A K1M)I SV.STIl TllOItO

sAMriCTiii.'V irAT.i'TiinKH! (ir.Ei) (ion sai, iikxau. Then follows what its interpreter rendered

the date 10.")1.*

Tiunic inscriptions on the New Enaland seaboard, and so far south as the Potomac,

Wotild, if trcnuine. uive an entirely novel aspect to our study of rre-Columbian Ameri-

can history, with all its possibilities of older intercourse with the eastern hemisphere. But

it is the same whether we seek for traces of Ameriian i-olonixiilion in the f Ota or the f.")th

century, in so far as all native history is concerned. They ('(jually little sulUce to furnish

fividence of relationship, in l)lood, language, arts or customs, between any people of the

eastern hi'n)isphere and the native .Vnn'rican races. AVe are indecil tempted from time to

time to review indiiations suu'gcstivo of i>n Asiatic or other old-world soune for the

American aboriirines ; and in nearly every system of ethnical classiiii'ation they are, vvith

good reason, classed as IMonirolidic ; but if their pedigree is derived from an Asiatic

stock, the evidence has yet to be marshalled which shall jilace on any wi'll-established

* Wiisliiiiiitiui liiii.ii, .Inne. lsc;7.

ri''i (aiiai-littn Journal, N.S., vul. xii., |i. Ull.

[basis the pro(

phere. The

JLaniriiiia'c, at

jthougli sludi

It cann(

larchinoloiry,-

JAmerica, -is

iwhiih result;

Istudy of nun

ivilizatioii

a hiiiher con<

ic novel vie

I. ivimilivt

phii-es of SUV

formed a deli

iic(iuirement>

living races t

to the social

on move than

but no when

presented in

^in no deu're

ous skill audi

vations of an

occasi(mally

1 desired shaiie

I
ai'quiringby

^ of the patient

amid all the

between thei

have be<'n a:

when we ful

; northern fro

j
vening ages

]

But whi

j
phenomenon

i sam«> rudime

remarkabli'

Canada but i

1
illustrations

civilization.

i
widclydivei

America ; a

striking lor

and of arts.


