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I left the office with nnotioiis rery different from

those with whieh I entered it.

My royage, I perceived, had made a consider-

able sensation with the mercantile portion ofthe

community ; and I was complimented on its for-

tunate termiiutUon hy some whom I did, and

others whom I did not know. Among the

i^snst, particularly, was an old and respectable

IDMBchknt, who observed to me, " You have done

weU for the office ; yon have raised the value of

its stodt ten per cent. ; they cannot give you less

^lan ten thousand dollars." Several of the

stockholders also expressed their obligation to
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"W^th the satisfaction naturally resulting firom

the abundant evidence I had received that my
services were duly appreciated, and during the

time the ship was nn!.:n;ng, I absented myself a

^eek to visit my faiuily in Massachusetts. On
my return, I found that an objection was made
to my charge of ten per cent, on the net pro-

ceeds of n«ightt. I was aware that such a
diarge might be without precedent ; but I was
•qusUy aware that it was no more than a just

proportion, with the extra services I had ren-

dered ; since, independently of obtaining a re-

storation of the ship, in the manner related, I

procured all the freights without the interven-

tion of a broker. Besides, had the graduation

of my emoluments been made with any refer-

ence to what they would have been but far the

seizure, they would have much exceeded the ten

iper cent, charge.

These drcumstances were urged to the gen-

alemen interested, but were of no avail. Mr.
Astor being unfortunatelv in Europe at this

Hme, his agent, had he been disposed to act

liberally, would have feared to evince a less ex-

acting disposition than the underwriters were
doing I hence recourse was had to the ordinary

mode of settlement in like cases, that of arbitra-

tion ; the result of.which was a reduction of tvo
and a half per cent, on my charge.

It is not unusual for those to be dissatisiieil

who are adjudged by arbitrators to be in error-

and it appeared to me that I had abundant
cause ; but I refrained from manifesting it to

my opponents tA the time, because I trusted to

the repeated (though unofficial) assurances of

the president of the National Insurance Coq.
pany, of pecuniary remuneration i and presom.

ing that this would, at least, be equal to the

sum deducted firom my commission, the came
of dissatisftction, on my part, would be obviated.

With such impressions, and having, as in duty

bound, submitted to the award of the athitraton,

I left the city for my home, without notifying

the underwriters of my intention ; as I widied

to avoid the appearance of hurrying them on

the question of the promised remuneration, hd
never doubting that it would come in due tioM,

A month, however, passed, and I heard nothing

from them, and so a second month, when I

could no longer doubt that they had found it

convenient to forget me.
The conviction, that the supposed honoursMe;

liberal, high-minded men with whom I was thn

brought hi contact were capable of such coi.

duct, was very painfol to me. Indignant it

such treatment, and mortified at being thv

duped, I determined to give them a word il

parting expressive of those feelings.

Accordingly, under date Lancaster, 22nd of

December, 1820, I addressed a letter to th

president of the National Insurance Compuj,
in which I leferred to mine dated the 5th tf

October, enumerating the unusual services I hil

rendered the company, in the recovery and ai»

cessful employment (tf the Beaver ; and further

remarked, that if I had condescended to nub

invidious comparisons, I covdd have proved tbil

what they considered to be an extra commii<

sion, bore no proportion to the extra eamingi

of the Beaver, over those of any other vead

then on the Peruvian coast ; and this, less froi

any concurrence of fortunate drcumstancoi

than firom a diffierenoe in favour of my mani|e>

ment. I again reminded him of his promised

remuneration, and at its being repeated ttij

subsequent interview ; and expressed my bel'

'

that these promises were made with the inte»j

tion of throwing me off my guard, and of luUiN

me into security, the better to deceive me ; aiij

that the success attending it had been,

'

doubted not, gratifying to all who shared in tl

two and a half per cent, thus saved to the cob>|

pany. This letter closed by the remark, " thi^{

had I conducted your business vrith as little

gard to the obsmaoce of fne rule, of ' doi

unto others as we woidd that they should

unto us,' as has been ohterved, in this instai

towards me, the remilt ci tLe Beaver's voyi

would have been very different firom what it a!

To thii letter I never received a reply.

It mufk occur to every one versed in msritii

if
-


