
8BH Il.\i;i'Ki;S NKW MONTHLY MAOA/INK.

tiiiu' nt;iiin it simmiu'iI tlial war could not

1)C iivfrlril. Tliitt lilood \v:is iinl slicd

WHS ))rolt!ilily due to \\n\ Hlatf.slii;iii.slii)i

of Wflislcr, and llial cloiiiicnl cliaiiiiiioii

of |K'ai'c, Hut'iis C'lioalf. Alllioiitrli tlic

('olutiil)ia Uiver was discovori'd bv ("a])-

tain Gray in 17".i"^. tii«' tivaly wliicli sfttlrd

niion tlu' llttli parallel as the l)(nindary

lino l)ctWL'eii Itritisli Colinnida and llii'

Vnilid States was not sijrnfd until .liilv

17, IMt'. nor were all llic details (dosed

nnlll lelt to tlic arUitr'alioii of Kniperor

William of (iernianv. who y:ave the linal

decision Oelolier 2\. Ih71.

In IS'iU till! excitement <ivei' th(^ (k'cu-

pation of Divpon was runMinj,' hiu'h.

News|)a))ers were teeiniufr with arti(des

descriptive cif its vast resources, and

the indiicenients it otl'ereil for settle-

!nent. Conjrrcss had been asked for

the authority to cslahlisli tliero ii ter-

ritorial jfovernnu'iit, or an independent

Stale jToverned liy Americans. <)lhers

decried the ell'ort to try to (u>loni/,e and
hold this remote reii'ioii. and the (piestion

was aslced, "Was Oreiron worth win-

ning f" (Jreffou, with its .{al.OOd squure

miles of territory. il.s hundreds of miles of

seacoast. its fertile valleys, wide ran^res

of )iaslure-lands. rich de|)osils of miner-

als, iis mairnilicent i-ivers sweeping from
mountains of perpetual snow with im-

petuous hasle to |iay their tribute to the

yreat I'acilicl 'I'he verdict of thr(M' (|uar-

ters of a million inhabitants to -day is

that it was worth tin; striifrple.

I have before m(^ the jirivato corre-

si)ondence and diary of a nnin who in

ISU was fai'sij^dited enou^-'h to see the

value of acquirinjr a territory .so vast and
important, and that to ac(|uii'c it. it was
neces.sary to colonize it with Americans.

'riiouifh l)ut twentynine years of ajre.

with a courat'e. skill, and enei'py whicli

challen}r(> admiration and deserved suc-

cess, he ortranized a movement for the

colonization of Orojion. anil between
lb;}l and IS.'fC) led two e.\])editions across

the American continent in the ell'ort to

found a State in the yreat Northwest.
With what enthusiasm ho was lilled

to ;,'ive U)) a prosperous business, a liap|)y

home commandin;r the comi'oi'ts of life

in the centre of American civilization.

to part from a loving wife, family, and
friends, and tempt fate in u jjerilous jour-

nev of thousands of miles throngh track-

less forests, across seemingly Iwmndle.ss

])rairie.s, over rugged and unknown

mountains, at every turn exposed to dun
gei-s fi-oni lio.stile .sav.igvs as brave as

they were cunning and merciless: No
one can read this old and musty diiirv,

stained wilh frequent wettings froinover
turnetl bull-boats or di-oncliing rains, iu

nnmy i)laces illegible by actual wearing
out of the leav(>s by frij'lion upon cai-li

other, williont paying the tribute of jno

found resp(!ct aiul admiration for the

nuiii.

Of liim Wasliington Irving wrote;
' His enterjirise was pro.secuted with a

spirit, intelligence, and perseverance thnl

merited success. All the details that we
have met with |>rove liini to l>e no ordi

miry man. lie appears to have the nund
to conceive and the energy to execute ex-

tensive and striking jilans. Me had once

more reared the American Hag in the lost

domains of Astoria; and had lie been en-

abled to nniintain the fooling he had so

gallantly elVecled, he iidght have regained

for his country the opulent trade of tlie

Columbia, of wliich our statesmen hav(>

negligently sutl'ered us to 1h^ disi)ossesseil."

This extract from his diary, written

January 11, l.SJiS, when "snowed in " in

the mountains, at last convinced that

after all he Inul done or could do Oregon
nuisl bo given up, speaks with a pathos

d'ie]>er than I can command:

"The crackling of the fntling trees and iho

howling III' ilie lihist lire, mure gniiid tliun ciini-

fiirtalile. It iiiiikes two iiiilividiiiilii feel tlitir

insigiiilicaiice in the cveation to lie seiiliil ini-

(Icr a tiliinket with three and oiie-lialf I'ccI nf

snow nlioiit tliPiii and inon- roinliig, and no

tt'llhig when it will hIoji. The thonglils tliiil

liave run tliroiigli my lirain while I liave lieoii

here in tlie snow woiihl till a voliiino ; iiiv

infancy, my youth, iii.v manhood's tmulili'il

Hti'ciuii, its vagaries, its iilans, iiiixt'd wiih tlie

g.ill of liilleniess, and its results, viz.: umltr

a liliMikel, hundreds, perliapH tlioiisands, of

miles from n friend, the lihist howling alioiit,

smothered in snow, jioor, in detjt, nearly naked,

and considered a visioiniry."

Nathaniel Wyeth lived to see Oregon

a Territory of tlu^ United States, and al-

though he died before it was admitted as

a State in 1859, his last years must have

been happier in the knowledge that he

had done much to make the occupation of

this territory possible to his fellow-coun-

trymen.
Barrows, in his Ch^egoti, pays a tribute

to his genius and skill in the selection

* lionnevUU.


