
MKTLAKAIITLA.

lie ciilli'il tlic liidiiins tuycllicr ;iii(l I'X-

l)l!iiiiiMl Id lliciii its priiiciplt's. iiiid !•»-

(|iH'st('il cMcli iiiiiii 1(1 coiitrilmti' ii lilaiikcl

iiiid ciicli hnv a shirt us liis first tax. Kr
dill not tax tlic wuiiicn. Tlic jjroduct of

the lii'sl levy was more tliaii iiiiicty

i)iaiil\fts and a j^rcat nnird)ci' of shirts,

d('i'r-sl<ins and i'urs. ht-sidcs ))o('lvct-liaiid-

kcrrliicfs and tlic V\\n-. Tiicsc artiidcs

were paitl ont to lliosc cniiiioycd upon
thf ]iui)li(' works.

Tlic v.irious iiidiislrics tiiat I have
already mentioned as now hein;;' carried

on at -Metiakaiitla were he^rnn from time

to time. Mr. Dnnean himself yavc the

Indians instruction and was, and is. a

])artiier in many of their eiiterju'lses.

These have heen i)rolitahle. hnt ^Er. Dun-
can has invested his dividends, as fast as

lie has 1 eived them, in new ventures,

and has maile a will for tli<" disposition

of his interests, after liis death, for the

henelit of the community. His house is

like the others and no hotter furnished,

and when he is at home heisthe husiest

man in Metiakaiitla.

()ni' chief source of anxiety in the

curly days was tlu' ([uestion of govern-

ment. When the Indians left Fort
Siin))son to found, or to .join their

friends in the Christian villa^'o, all

tribal I'clations were hroken and the

authoi'ity of the chiefs renounced. In

fact they had really had no law hut

their own wills, ami their violent i)as-

sions were unrestrained. This could

not he <'haii^'ed at once, and someitf the

host of them, in a lit of temp(>r, were
ajit to seize a knife and attempt to take

life. Mr, Duncan dri'aded a murder
above everythin"' else, for he feared

that it would he followed hy others. He
selected, therefore, some of the hest men
to av't as a police-foi'ce, and when he
procured them caps and helts, they were

very proud of their distinction. He
drilled them a little, occasionally. He
himself was appointed a mauistrate hy

the (rovcrnor of British i'olumhia, and
lie made his ]iolice the ellicieiit instru-

ments for the execution of tli(> law. He
impressed upon them the imiioi'tance of

doiiiu' their duty fearU'ssly and impar-

tially—the necessity, when he put a

wari'anl or a summons into their hands,

of .serviii}.'' it upon the jierson named,

even thouf-'ii he he a hrotlierora friend.
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They soon i)ecaine very ellicient. He
m.ide tile sweai'iny-in of tliese con-

slaiiies an occasion of iire.il puhlic sol-

emnity.

Tile suppression of the ijipior t rallic

was the most dillicnit l:isk of all. for, iu

s|)ite of Mr. Duncan's endeavors, white
men Would occasionally smiio'Li'le wiiiskey

in. and some of t lie weaker natives would
drink it. \\n\ so determined was lie to

stop this, that his murder wascontideiitly

predicted, as the only mauistrate in the

country, stationed ahoul two hundred
miles south, had been killed hy a
whiskey seller. liut he liad the ad-

vantage of heiiiy surrounded hy people

who almost unanimously sym|)atlii/ed

with him in his elforts to ln-eak iiji the

Iraflic, and of liavini;' the assistance of

a constahiilarv fori'e that, when they
swoi'.' to execute the law, helieved it

theii' duly to he true to their oaths, and
in a few yeai's there was not a vesli<fe

of the trallic left.

There was one Slavonian who for a
a lony time managed to evade the law,

hut a* last he was cauylit, and he was
shown no nie'ry. His vessel was sei/.ed,

and, after the nails and iron in il had
been sav(>d. it was burned. When the

owner ji'ot hack to Victoria he iiurchased

a new vessel and threatened tomakean-
other voyaye to Mr. Duncan's dominions,
and. out of spite, named his ship "The
Duncan." But he never ai)])eared in

the neitrhhorhood of Metlak.ihlla ajraiii.

Altliou^rh Mr. Duncairs whole course

has been calculated to win llie love and
conlidence of the Indians, his rule has
heen firm. One of the first iiuhlic

huildinys erected was a jail, and the

whippinu' post hecami' an established in-

stitution for the punislinient of tlio.se

who threatened to take life. On one
occasion it became necessary lo whi]) a
desperately bail man, and the constables

were afi'aid that he would afterwards

kill the one who ai)i>lied the lash. Mr,

Duncan told them lo blindfold him so

that he would not know who did the

whipitiii},''. A handkerchief was tied

ahoul his eyes, and the eonstahle took

the ])iece of rope, hut he was so nerv-

ous that he hi'^'an to talk. Of cour.se

the man reco;.>ni/.ed his voice. Tliere-

uixm Mr. I)uiican took the jiiece of roi)e

from the constable, and yoinii' I'l' to the


