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ll » -niw latnveKn three ami four hunilrcd years ajjo that Copernicus livetl,

th« Cokinniiuf iwrnl. It i» exactly three humlred years since Galileo lived ; il is

alniosi ilur nnni'. Raleigh coasted and jjave name to the Viryinian shore ; it is a

litilt niort nun -iiaL -wnce Carticr ascendetl the St. Lawrence, and since Balboa,

—

" With eairle «'.veH

?4Caref1 at the I'aciflc, and all hit) men
Lnoked at each other in a wild sunniite,

Silent, upon a {K-ak in Darien."

'J'hci* i^iac Us4:()»erers and adventurers had, we doubt not, stirring within

them ini]iUH» mmi a divine spirit, with which the mental atmosphere of their

day wafc ciiBrpBi. enrerini; into and rousing to action the human souls that were

found metr urn Twnpathetic.

^ 2. Inventiou of Printing.

TVicn iwi r.) provide a vehicle from man to man of the marvellous additions

to human intimittiLje. which in so many directions were being made, and as an

endunnr; maim ir recording the same, Printing was devised : it was put into the

heart of mpnums artisans to construct, first, stereotypic tablets in wood ;—and

then at las-., nowable types in metal, which, by arrangement and re-arrangement,

should t»t :iir nri) any variety of combination, and create duplicates of every

mental jitckiu::. .j an intinite extent, rendering thereby common to all men, and

imjieribija;i«. -;nt theories, the experiences, the conclusions, of each successive

generaiun. E" ;h fi)iir hundretl years since Coster lived ; since Faust lived ; since

Gutteiiiferr init '•tiinvlfer lived—inventors all ; we are fain to think, in whom a

divine sjiirr ii*rfwise moveil.

Bm KinaaKiently to these inventions and to these searchings of the round

world. Hilt »t may well believe, causative of them lo a very great degree,

—

anuliitn stiTTiijr ,>t" men s minds had been taking place, in another direction.

^ 3. The Sacred Scriptures Translated.

A-mimr nwiizeti men, we know, religion, so far as it is objectively concerned,

has alwH»f Tjsreti on a sacred literature. A collection of essential books,—a Bibli-

othtiO dnirtw—rhti accumulation of ages, has always been the /itera scripta, the

unchangcaiiit lindmg record of principles, the last appeal in all matters of religion,

not entirew auitincnve and subjective.

I^tw titssit ewential writings, deposited among the Christianized nations of

Europe, faail a die lapse of centuries, first by a silent innovation, and at length

by invctermt aiuse^ become a dead letter. They were preserved indeed and

guarded iiiE it was as the poor African preserves and guards his fetich—super-

stitiouHk.. ant wtthout intelligence. They were kept in tongues not understood of

tlie pei^ik* wham they were purposed to enlighten ; nay not understood of the

maiorm animij: the class who were their professed guardians and expositors.

Wliert iccxsionaily, xs in the case of Wycliffe and others before him in

Britain, ant n Jie cxse of Hu.ss with others before and after him on the Continent,
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