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Michigan, Iowa, the Dakotas, the Far West The

men range big out there ; the stand-by of the people

will always be found in these places and not in the

cities.

And Ne v York and Chicago, though necessary,

are abnorn.al. They are not so much America

as unassimilated Europe. The population of a city

should be the natural sacrifice of the population of

the country. It is often deplored that the country

people are forsaking the land and flocking to the

towns ; but the proper people to replenish the failing

stock of the cities is just those whom instinct and

destiny prompt to leave the country. It is most

bewildering to the student of America that her

city-populations are replenished by the foreign im-

migrants, by people nursing, it is true, American

sentiments, but not yet born into the American

ideal, not made America's own. The natural place

for the first generation of immigrants is on the land.

If Chicago seems too large, too sudden a growth,

disorderly, unanticipated, altogether out of hand, it

is because of the hordes of foreigners who are there,

who have not the impulse to co-operate, and who do

not readily respond to the efforts of the idealist and

politician. And they do not readily respond because

they have not lived long enough m the true American

atmosphere, have not served a quiet apprenticeship

in the country, but have been dumped into an indus-

trial wilderness served with the yellow press and

"sped up."


