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hefmlillfcl -inlc. l-:\fii :is til. y -peak, llic ycmtli a|i|MMrs. in -ucli ;i iln/.il «vri-

ilitioii nwiiij; li> lii|ii<)i- tliiit tlir kinil-lwartcMl Iminiaiil leads liiin ti) llu' staldcs

and makes uji a lied of >tra\v on whieli he may lie ami sleep idT the elVeets id'

In- ii\er-iminiL;ene.' in aieohol.

The Chemineau enlers. 1 i-avcl--lainid and a::eil. Iml a- heaily and as

( hei'i-v a- ever. Me ralU for driidi. and a Km- >' eiir ,-n,Mie-, in uhirli llir luu

idd t(il)ers (inallv recoirni.-e in him their nhl eniuiade ..l' twenty years ann. The

talk tllMis on Tiiiiietle, uhmn they urall to hi- memory. < >n l.T.rnilii; that

she is inun-ied and ha> a -on. the id.-.i ...lurs to him that tlie hoy may he hi-,

and he cannot -et it «mt ol' hi- nead. Tlie ihivr -o into the inn to eat

Thrn Touietle i e- lip. ralliii- foi hi'i- -oil. Callierine take- lier in

hiT arm- and eaiv- Tor her, kimllv. while the mother sadly heuail- li.n- lot,

tellin;: how she -erk- her -on here and there. n,'\er knouim: when- -\\r i- -oin-.

,,r wheiv -he will liml him. CathiMine tell- her he i- lyin- a-ln p in the

-tahle, and >he :;oi> to Inm. monriil'iilly leiallin- the .lays « li.'ii he was a

M'lV dill'ereiil youth.

Thomas and Martin l.'aM'. and th.' Ch.'iiiiiieaii lalk> with ( allii'iine ahoiit

T.,in..tti> and h.^r trmihle with her ,-oif. 'i'ln- ('hi'inineaii says h.' will wait ami

-.•e the hov, ami mayh,' h.' eaii do -..m.tliinu to -ol'ten Maitiv I'i.'rreV har.i

Ilea ft.

The Cliemineaii, 1. I't alone. e\pres-e- hi- lear to meet Toimdt.' alter Ins

had treatment .d' her twmty years h.'l'.uv. He i- oveivome with tenderness

as he recalls the days they -pent toj;ether em the farm «< Maine I'ierre. ili"

halt ileeid.'S to ;,M away without seeciug the lad, hut finally .lecides he will

stay and ilo what he conceive- to he liis dnty in helping; Toineth' and her son.

Suddeiilv he ami Tmnetle eome face to fa.e. ami a ]iath.'tic and heanti-

Inllv written s.ene ensii.'.-, in which both recall the past, and ho tells her o!

his (h-iro to repair the i)a>t hy doing what he can to help her in her troiihle.

•I'oim'tto tolls him that she jK'.nlons the wrong he di.l her years a-o. aii.l then

she tells him that Toinet is their son, and rosenihles him.

Togothor the two go to the stable, and the Cheiniiieau calls to Toinet.

The lait'er, aroused from hi^ >lnmher, asks who the Chemineaii i-^. Toinette

.-ays he is a friend of her youth hofore 'ioinet was horn, and the Cheminean

oinhraees the lad, straining him passionately to his broast.

Th.Mi he tells the lad that he knows all ahout his trouble, ami al>o of a

wav out. He encourages Toin.^t to hope, an.l tho curtain goe- .lown on the

vouth looking more .h.^crrul. the Clieminoau singing and crying at once m his

cmotmn ami the i)lea>ure he feels, ami Toinette seeming as if a gnat hia.l

had t«'en lifl.'d from her mind

ForuTii .\r'\\

'I'he final a< I i- ..i f Mipivme patho-:. The s. .'ii.' i-^ in I'lan, ..i-' .ottage

on.c m..i... 'I'll.- lait.r. f.'chl.'r and ovidently .Irawing near the .ml. is lying

in liis armchair, wlii.h i^ Inrncl towards the lire. Tmn-lie. .Mine, and Toinet

are hii^v preparing a meal. There i- a -.'Ueial air ..f h.ppin,- about them.

do>pite'th'e iinali.l. for Mail re I'iorro has given bis .oiisent to the marriage ot

Alin,. an.l T.nn.t. at tiio re.piest of the Chemineau. in return for the favor

!... !..ii... .!;.! !.;::•. iv.ciitv ve.".rs hofovo. iu curiu': his sick lattl.'. It i'^ Chrisl-

nirts Kve. ami the thnv intend tn go to midnight Mass logother.

"But who will .-it with my poor llu^i>und while we are gone;-" asks

Toinette.


