“and had to be unloaded-und aliow-
*“ed to drift empty to the foot of the
“rapld where It was securcd. On the
“ Bth we ran the Crooked rapld where
““we wrecked one of the barges,
“ which wag afterwards repaired. On
“ the 6th ran 2l the boats down the
* Blg Casoade—a perpendioniar drop in
“ the river of four and a half feet—
‘having flrgt lighted the boats of
“ half thelr loads and portaged the
“ gtuff. . On the 7th ran the Mountain
‘“and Moberly raplds, and landed at
“ TPort MeMurray in the evening, hav-
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1 OpinionofBishop Pascal {

®

For a Quarter of a Century he has travelled inthe Far North “:
®

)
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No iissionary in the great North-
west has had o wider: or more event-
ful experfence In ‘travelling that cout-
try ‘than Bishiop Pascal,-of Saskatclie-
wan. We append without comment
the following letter, received by the
Prince Albert ‘Board of Trale from

him :
Bishop's Palace,
Prince Albert,

Dec. 3, 1827,
9% Mr. F. C. Baker.

Dear Sir,—~You Mliave expressed o
wish to.know my opinion as to the
best route to follow in order to reach
the celebrated gold mines on the
Klondike, THere it i5:

While walting untll the rallway
companies, with the aksistance of
government, open a direct line across
the fertile valley ol the Sasketchewan
to reach Pelly river (let ussay forex-
ample via Portage la Prairie, York-
ton, Prince Albert, Shell River, Jack-
fish Linke, Victoria, Athabasca Land-
ing, Little Slave Uake, Peace River,
Liard river and Pelly rivér,) while
avwalting ‘this rallway which Is now
Impending, I do not hesitate to tell
you that in fy . .opinion—and.I believe
it to, be the true one, the most com-
fortable, the inok¥t dircet, and the
most enBy youte is that which the
hand. of Divine Providenve has traced,
antl which hag “been followed for a
century by ‘the Hudson’s Bay Cn's
fmen, and for -2 Wall century by the
missionarics who evangelize. the In-
dlans of .the Northwest In the fm-
‘mense  districts .ol Athabasca .and
McKenzie. ) . |
“Taking Regina for o starting point
we niay go to Mcdurray by ‘two
roules, on¢ via Prince Albert, Green

Lake. Portage ln Lesche, Clearwater

River and McMurray; tho.vother via
Calgary, Edmonton; Athabasea Land-

and: McMurray. On leavinz Me-
Aurray tlhe traveller is borne down
stream a8 -far as Peel river, without
cffort, "without danger and without
difficulty. Everywher2 on his road he
awill meet with Hudsow's Bay com-
pany's ‘posts and missionaries willing
to render service and-~who
chiarity; hall-breeds.and Indians ready
to serve .8 guides. ond facilitate his
voyage titliout being t20 exorbitant.
Besldes ‘Athabasca  and the Great
Slave Lake, which one can cross with-
out danger, therz Is the portage of
Fort Smith, forty milles below, Lake
Athabasta, ‘THis portago f3 eighteen

inculcate-

THE COMMEROIAL

“ing been twenty-four days of con-
“ tinuone hard labor &urrounded by
“ constant dangor from the time we
“arrived at the Grand rupldg, and
“ thankful that no lives were lost,
“ althongh ave had lost one of the
“barges and ten tons of valable
“fretght.”

In commenting on the above e€x-
perionces, Capt. Snaith says:

*On my return to Edmonton {rom
* thie north In 1886 the company sent
“*me back by the Green Lako route
*and Prince” Albert, thence by team

' i
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miles in length, and can be made by
wagons or carrlages, drawy by hor-
Bes or oxen.

Starting from Rogina, you will ask
me which is the b:st route to reach
McMurray 2 Is it via Edmonton, or vig,
Frinco A.bert and Green Imke ? I con-
fess. dear 8ir, that I slould prefer

- Prince Altert and Green Lake. These

are my reasons: This route ls  direct
everywhere, and is.shorter by about

553
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“ to Edmonton, as this was, notwith-
v standing the long drive Irom Princo
“ Albert to Idmouton, by far dhe
“ qulckest and sufest  route, and
‘which I found to be the case.”

Aud lhe says further, “From Green
“Lake to Fort MoMurray, flsh are
“gbundant, and dvckg and geese in
* thelr season. Thore are no fish in
* the Athabasca river above Fort Mc-
“AMurray. This alone is a factor of
“economy In  favor of the Green
“Lake route.”

mountany swell the river, as happens:®
two or three times cach spring, the
waves are enormous, and ono blunder
mizht cost you your life. It {3 Letter
to avoid the rapids. The guides, who
at such times hold the fate of , the
traveler i thelr hands, accasionally
shiow  themeselves exorbitant and dis-
Lonest.  In auntumny, when the water
ix low, the bed of the rapids is strewn
with rocks and shoals, nocessitating,
in euch cages, thio portaging of goods,
and oceasoning much loss of time.
Besides Grand Rapids, which resembles
the key of the country to the north,
the traveler has yet to pass nia® more
rapids, somo of them several miles in
length, in which there Is great rlk
of lost of I'fo and property. These
reasons alone, to say nothing of
econemy and eaviag of thne declde
mwy opiien In favor of the route via
Regina, Prince Albert, Green Lake,
Isle o 1a Crocse, Portage la Losche,

SANDLRSON'S LUMNH

800 miles; it presents not the féu‘.st.

danger, and §s exceedingly zheap. Ivis
by this road that ‘the Hudson’s Bay
cempany has trapnsmitted its goods for
seventy-five yecars to provision jtg
trading pests on the Athabasca and
McKenzle. The company would -stil
continue to do g0 had not thic develop:
ment of its- commerco cympetled-it to
utilize the Calgary and Edmonton rail-
way and to coustruet a, steamner on
AthiabasSca river.

All those wlio have ascended or de-
scended the River Athabasca have re-
tained. a souvenir of the difficultics
and dangers to whioh -they were ex-
Josed in dorcending  the  impotuous
torrent... When thie ivaters [rom' the
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Clenrwater river and AMcMurray.
As 1 hove alveady said, thls route
mesents no dapger, is diveet, very
pleogant, aud 13 like a pleasure trip.
Tho esrential point 1s t0 bave n bont
at Grecn Lake prepared beforehand
80 a3 {0 gala time. ,

Such, my dear er, i+ my lhumble
opivion, Dased upon my numerows
voyages -by eacht of these routes dur-
ing thoe 24 years Ihave resided in the
Northwest, 16 of which were passed
iy the miszfons on the Athabasca-and
McKenzte.

Accept, dear slr,
tions, .
(Signed)r ALBERT PASCAL, OALL,

Vic. Apost. de Saskatchewan.

my, best saluta-
e 4



