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SOFT COAL MINING
A recent article lu Black DIamends,

a ceai trade paper publisied Zst Çimi-
cago, gîves ais Insiglit Ito theo grent
ceai nisiner.q' strlke la tWs 'United
States wili cou](] net be gieaned
frosa readlng tise xewepaper press re-
ports. Tihe Journal referred te nays:
"Toonminy siiners ardl too mueis calai,
are facth Wlsii cossfrorst botis oper-
ator and miner, ansd tise sure quiekly
tise latter realizes ndi thorougisly
grasps tihe situations tise botter it m-ill
bce for lus wei!are. 'Witl 75 pser cent.
or tise mines e! llinoàs and Indiana
and] 90 per cent. of tise mine of tisose
or 01,10 sisut clown, and yet a plentiful
suppiy or commercial coai obtaisis, It
is abeux.ý time mainers and mllie owners
awake te thse situation."

ThIs 'would isidicate thsat tisere lias
been un enormous over-productlon lui
tiso United Staties, and lus erder te
keelp thteir milnes open and conipete
wlti Cthers, tise ofprators bave been
serewxxg the amura dewn te stn.rva-
tien rates. TJnder Qum>s cIrcuxa-
stances, ît le diffîcuit to sco hlow any
permanent good eau lie accoxpUshbed
by tie strike, unIMo a. rateofe wages
cau bc kept up w1dlci would ss.eoessi-
tate thse chesirsg doivu of many of ie
mines permnanently. No matter how
thse titrike ls scrttlod, It wouid soein
ncoeeary that a consldprable nýumber
of the minera vili isavp te Zind some
other emplov'noent,

PRICE 0F BREAD
The big advanoe in wlseat bas net

been risooivod wlitit rejolcing every-
wlsere. In Fraeux tie Incroasod cost
of bread stirreci up ain lgigt.a.ttoa anîong
tisoso excitable people, wlsli for
a tlxne tinreatenedl tie existoenre of tise
gevernaient, and lins oniy been cup-
ual by thoé romaarkable outhurut of ex-.
elternent and jubliaitin lintha.t coun-
try over tite rpported alliance wvltl
Russia. Tisousande of sîtrlkIng mineras
lis tie 'United States aise bewail thse
iuereased cost of bread. Tlie saying
"It lu an 111 wlnd whIcls blews noliody
geod," aise ajpoears te have lts colun-
terpart.

WHEÂT STOCKS
Titeo regular ionbily report of tise

wvorld'a stocks of wiOtt preiared by
1.radstreet'il, makeli a meut builiuh ex-
Ilibit of tise stntstcl position of
tisat cereal. Total Nvheo.t supplies lu
tise Unilted Statee ansd Canada, on
Scîstember 1. (noc account le talion. ef
visant; fleur., are piaced at ossiy 25,-

013,000> bushis, as compared wlth
01.000.000 busisels one yesr tige, 58e.
531,0010 bueblsei two years age, 88,
Z,58,000 btxslies titree yea;Tu ago, 70i-
447,000) busîsels en the> i.ko date in
189)3, 410,464,000 bualiels ii 1892, 28,
451,000 buelseis ii 1891. 27,710,000
buailieis lax 18»0. and as contrasted
witil 27.893.000 busispîs on Septem-
ber~ 1, 1689. makug Uniltedi Statesa sud
Cxs.xadsaxs wiietst stocks siggregate thse
tisa asiallest recerded on Septembar 1
ef titis yeae.

Atsotlter etroxsg feitturo is the con-
tlssucti ahrInkaj;2 of stocks. Usuai.Iy
tvliseat stocks increase considerabiy
dur;ssg Augst. but titis yea.r there
wsss a decreaso of 1.027.000 buuse!s In
stocks during August, WviILO la Aug-
ust, 1896. tîsere was an iexreewe or
7691.0lQ bueliels. 13,468,000 Lusihels lnx-
creaus3 li August, 1894. ansd 12,884,<000
tinsîseis gain lit titat niesitîs In 1892.
Stocks or wlheat liso and Ini Canada
were practicahy utichsaxged durinig
A.uguist. 1835G. but toil o!1 r 5l5Dyl li
thse like monti o! 1893.

Thse total quantlty ef iwlteut avait-
able for immediatc, distribution lit thse
Lybitel! States andi Canada. lut Euriape
andi afloat for Europe, osi September
1, fot a series ef years. as roportod te
Byadstrcot's, %vere as follows:
Sept. 1. 1897 .... ... ...... 66,913,(000
Sept. 1. 1896. ... ... ... .97.076,<000
sept. 1. 189a .-. ..... ...... 119.499,000o
Sept. :L, 1894:. ...... ...... 151,622,000
Sept. 1, 1S98- ......... -149.407 000
Sept. 1, 18J2 . ..... ...... n1,0,000oo
Sept. 1. 1891 . ... ... ... .86.851,000o
Sept. 1. 1890 . ... ... ... .69,18:2,00(
Sept. 1. 1889 . ... ... ... .78,>68,<)00

TdiUis shows tliat sc-caliesi world's
wlseat stocks wexo amaller on Septeai-
bex 1. o! thse pre9erst year tîsan u.t
any time included inl the, tabula"td
stateiient clven above.'

V L E~~A

TRADE WITFI THE WEST
INDIES

Lxi ant interview witis a repreîtonta-
tive of Mie Commercial a COUP11e of
%veeko age, Ufr. W. A. Hastings, of theo
Lako of tho Woods Miling company.
expreweed tihe opinsions tiut a Uen of
ateamsitpsll1 frttin Montreai to tb6e
West ladies wvou[d be more valuable
to Canxada titans tho inoi te rirance.
Tis o.,2nion lu olle thust van bo el
estabiriied by argument. Caniada le
abovc ovorythssg clsc a food..pro.juc-
ing cotstry. Of courso %ve have %vons-
derful naturat resources lit timber and
minerais. buit iiotwitltstand.ig this,
our exporto show t4a,. our great sur-
plus products for expert axe food-
stuf. WVe expozt wlinat aýnd ether
grni. flour, butter, clieese, meats,
pouitry. È%go. ftuis, live stock, appies,
etc. Wé are becoming Ysoted as a.
food-producing country.

FrcesL lait nt ait importer of these
products. lu i•easos of a liglit crop.
Ilke tise present year. site may bue
obliged te import wlseat, but tJiatj la
not tihe normal situation. Fruance
Compotes wltls us fl exportinig eggs,
butter, etc.. te tise Britishs market.
Oit thse otiser liand, %wiîie, the popu-
lation or thse West Inices. Se net large.
tise preducts whIich we bAve, fer ex-
port are net produced icero. The
lsla.ndLxs have te Import, their bup-
piles of fiour. oats and massy other
lisses of foocL'jXutts. Tio Ilands aUse
alferd a good market for our. fiait.
wil the bounty-fed Frenci fisiig
liidustry la tite grea.test dr~awbac~k
whIcis tie Neiwloussdlanid ansd Maxi-
time Iprovinc-- fisisernmen have te cern-
pete witii.

At thse reconIt ileetissg of ie fieur
muiliers ef Ontario lis 7ýr9-nto. a moe-
tion wab passed appulssting a deputa-
tien te wvait uponl thse Dominion Gev-
ernient te urge tie dosirabillty of
usittssig ait ffort te lissrcase Our trade
%Vith tho1 Wesst Indics Misd Britishs Gui-
anla. Tis mîllexs evldeutiy belleve
tîsat ollo of our be8t markets lieu lin
tisat direction. Tiis lessds additiona.
weight te tho statement macle by Mr.
Hastings, regardhssg our trade withi
France. Tihe, Islands ussdoubtediy a!-
ford olle of tise bLst markets for Our
surplus food products, and ive shoult
mako an effort te secure a libera4
sisare or the trade wilh ther ciller,
wIli lu siow aisxiost mozwpoized h.y
tiso United Statos.

NEW .&GRICULTURÂL
M&CHINERY

A new biarvestlnig miachinse, Whlcht
reaps ansd tisrcshoe at dno operation,
le reported frein tie east. It des
siot soem llkely tliat such a machine
eould corne Into genoral operatioai In
Maitoba, ezs>Opt lI eleoeptio=slly
%varni and dry ucasons. As a rule,
grain la tee soft and greens to be
tireslsed at the tlxne It la eut bere,
and it le ontly rit to thiroh after etand-


