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THE PRICE OF WHEAT,
The Toronte Mail aud Eiwapire editorially
o Farmers and grain bayers of Mani-
[y ba will nos find i6 easy to forget or to
forgivo Lairiar's freo trade programme. In
copssquenc s of it thoy have hal to write 0!?
1 ghant $2,000N0 from the value of their
sheat. By v much has the anticipation of
| fra trado mado them pooror. Tho Mail
- { gwton to sy that Manitoba rill owners
sero paying hizh prices, in somo cases a
dollar a bushel for Manitoba whkeat, until the
Libral party begau to talk of fre» trade,
~ | when the flour men thought it time to call
intheir buyers and shut down operations.
When they took that step the price of wheat
npidly waued. Ono of the latge:it flour mill
campanies stated it stopped buying becanse
it war apprehensive of the daty on flour
4 biyg vemovel. Tho free trade talk of
Litrier and his braves has simply vcared the
prcoof sheat down 25 conts & bushel.”

This paragraph from the Mail and Empire
nef course very far-forched,  According to
1b» Toronto paper, the wheat marzets of the
wridare controllel by the fiscal policy of
(Cuada. Thists the only inference which
a@abe drawa from tho article, and & vory

daltinteltect 1t would ba indead which would
St eomprehend the absurdity of such a
vategtion,  Viewed i this light the Maiw's
wideis very stupid.,

[tis not nezesiary to 3o jroxly oxaggorate
matters 1o pont au argumeant, {6 i3 quito
othat the mvhiaz trale ig Canada has
ntre] swverely on acconnt of taruf un-
!xmmty. and tns, ennbinel with uufavor-
Athmarket con fitwas, has mado the prosent
Yaouan unprofi-able on» for millers,
2 Miniteby mitlers are placed 1n a some-
st enliar positton,  In Mamtaby the

it crop 13 marketel  withmm two or
’}t‘*'\e wmoaths wm the fall and early
2N (;m'.cr, or a% least the groat bulk o n.
f’}%‘ﬂtha milersdo uot buy the wheat wiitde 1t
- hwowng, they would run short ot supphies
=St thaseason was hall over.  Tao nalters
= etherefura okliged to buy their supplies tor
Tz feyear whils the rash of wheay dehveries

5 fonin the fall and early winter. Thux
. ﬁwéym obliged to cany almust a year's
Off“{ v‘.;;im ahi ad

i Thisseason tho market has boan very un-
7 é{;%r‘.mb'e for the millers, Lo the carly part
% dbesavon there was @ ball fever vn and
e %.:a wera high, This cconrred duriog tho
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samnof bavy deliveries in Mauwdo . AL-
2
%}E thagreat bulk of tho crop hal been pur-

‘%2%.&5. prices brzan to decline, aud tho
240w held by the Manitoba mi lers and
LN reprevnts an enormous luss to the
Jietaslan, The situation has been fur her de-
i el by the pabilities of o reduction of

da\yo.n fur, and altogether the lot of
&lnadta.n, aud particalacly the Maunito-
uiller, has not been a happy ono this
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adian willers to make a reduction in the
duty on dour, in the face of the provent cir-
cumstanees,  Our millers ara now lnaded up
with dear wheat, and they couid not compots
with United States milery, who would ba op-
erating with wheet which had coss thom
about twenty ventd por bu-hel less than the
raw material hold by our mallers. i any
change is to by made in thy wheat and flour
dutics, they should Lo amapgel 8o a3 not
to come iuto fores until o new crop 13 ready
for the market, aud thou our millers would
bo propared to buy their wheat at relativoly
the samo pricex a3 were paid in the United
States. The yries of wheat in Manitoba
during tho basy marketing season, ruled re-
latively several eents por bushel hughor than
prices paid south of the bouudary. With
fres trade in  wheat aud il e no such duffer-
enca could exist, a3 with competition vpen
with the United States the prica of wheat
hero would have to be held down to a level
with prices in the United States,

PROTECTING CHILYREN.

Hen, M, Mowat has introdueed » bill in
the Senate ar Ottawa regufating the employ-
ment of childeen in factenie . Tha bill says
that 2o bay under twelve or givl undor four-
teen shall ba emptoyed 1oz fartorey. Pro-
vision i mado that boys uader sixceen and
vighteon may b prohibited hom working in
factaries whore the work w11y by con-idered
dapgervtis or nawholesme. X child (ean-
ing & by under fourteen or a girl under
sixteen) <hall o empbiyed 10 a factory before
eight in the moruing, or after ~ixin the
ovening, with one full hour for meals,  Pro-
vi=ivn 13 made for th appautment of in-
apretars aud for the puiashment of off uders,
These pr vinvions are o duabt goud w0 far as
they go  Tho main vbpction wo sve 15, that
they dv not go far euvuga,  Tho gueston
waterally arises:  Why shonli these res-
trictions apoly ouly to fastries?  Many
st s dud officos whare childroa are employ-
e, ate quute as uuhealthy pla<es for childron
83t woaverago iatory. s o rue the ours ol
iabor Wshops and witives are loager than 1o
Tor botug the case, 1t would
S evoR INLfoe meeidsary w protect childrou
from being ovor-worked m stores and ofli es
than in factorte:.  Ia the cisa of favtiries,
orgazad Iabur 1o work to restries the
caoploymont of chitdeen.,  Lhis, however,
dw~ not alter the prinaple. By all means
Lt us have the chuldrou protecwi, uot by a
haif-way measure, bat by a taw which will
upply to all kinds of employment.  The
priuciple of protecting chibiren in this res-
pret iz sound, aud the application of the
prineiple should be goneral, and vot parual,

DIFFERENT EIDS OF PROIGCIION.

Prutestion takes various {,rms. o freo
trado Great Britan thore hes been 3
strong tandancy of late in tavor of protessive
legislution. Nog protection as we understand
it in Uaunda, but nevortheless very ma:h the
samo thiug in respect to the obj ot soughs to
boartatuel, Qae of thesy protecrive meas-
ured 33 the law plasing restrictious ap.a thoe
importation of live stuek, Another one is

lagiuries,

tho bill npw bafore the luporial parliament
to prevonst tho sale of tmportal meass, eto,
as home products, British freo traders who
would regard with horror any attompt to pro-
tect homo intorests by meaus of customs
doties, are not above omploying other forms
of protection, by means of thinly-disguised
measures, nomiually aimed a% something
olvo,

In Canada we havo had protection of the
agme sort.  The principle opposition to the
removal of tho live stock quarantive regula-
tions, was on thd grouml thas it would en-
able United States shippars to sond their
stock into Canada, in compatition with the
homo industry. ‘The ragulations ware re-
gorded ore in the light of a protectivo
measure of a commercial nature, rathor than
a3 a provontative against the introduction of
disease, Now wo havs a dimand emenating
from the Uatario Fruit Growers’ association,
for the exclusion of Calfornia fruit, on the
alleged ground that thero is daungar of the
wmtroductron of fruiv diseases. The Oantario
fruit growers have to put up with sharp com-
potition from the Califorpia fruits, and no
doubt 1t i3 tuis compatition, rather than the
fear of disease, thas i3 troabling them.

The prohibition of the importation of
Pazific erass fruit, woula he a mast serious
matter for Manitoba and the Lerritories,
Wo lmport eaormous qautivtes of trat, in
proportion £ pogdl.tiou, aad with the escep-
tion of anplor aud syns kwds of grapes,
nearly everythiung ¢oaes trom the United
Scatey, princpally from thy Pacific coast,

Qutativ lraty growees ara not ablo wsupply
this markst, excep: with apples and sixme
kinds of grapas. Plums, paiches. and other
soft fraies soas hore from Ouataris, do not
arrivo iu & mirgetabls coalttion a3 o rule,
In fact the artanpis to bring i sofe fraits
from the easters provinees have resulted in
fatlare. Briush Columbia 1s so far not able
to supply asy constiorable purewn of the de-
mand for frawes tron Maawteva apd the
Territonies.

Qa9 of tha chuel thnzs thas this wastera
prairie erinefy raqurs s tres feaus, and
OUr tnterest dss <t vagiy 1a tne latter direc-
tion, rather that o give aay coantenancs to
2 measuro 1t2aisl to lasriase the couss of
frai. here,

WiLD LANDS.

Tho 1104 2eems tu provail 11 soms sections
of Mautivha, that the vwaers of wiid or un-
vecupied lauds are fis aubjacts for plunder.
This belief was tllu~teatad by a remark made
in tho Mauitoba lezislature, shortly bafore
the cluse of tue resent ssssion. A member
sarl - Hefavorc U the mmpesition of a wild
jand tax over and above school taxes and
municipal taxas.  This, he behaved, woutd
compol the owaoers to seil the land at such
prices that there would ba somo to buy, or
thoy woutd bo compelled to kesp a certain
aravunt of land under cuitivation. Ia the
country towns anl village: the peopla wero
practically & unitia thvic desira to hovasazh
alaw.”’ This s certainly a very uuresson=
ablo proposition.  Vacaut lauds ave already
t.xed to the fall extent of mnproved und
veeupicd farms, 83 that the municipal



