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Tan Canates Lunnnksian i published in the anterests of the lumixs
trade and allied industrics threugl the Daminion, being the only re.
preentatne s Caasida of this furemont bianch of the commernie of ths
country. It aims at giving full and timely information on all subjects
touchin these aneress, discussiug chese tupies edituniatly and amveung
fe © o wcu sion by others.

Kspeaar pains arc taken to sccure the iatest and Myt trusiworthy mar
ket quotations from various points thr .ughout the wotld, so as toafford to
the trad 10 Lanada intennatun on which it can rely an ats vperativas,

Specias corespondents in lucalities of imjortance present an accurate
seport « . only of prives and the cundition of the market, but alsw of other
atters specially 1nteresting to our r But corres c is not
only weleum., but 1s m\‘u:a from all who have any wmfurmaton to com
municate or subjects to discuss relating to the trade or in any way affecting
1. Lven when we may oot be able 1o agree with the wrten we will gne
themn a fair opportunity for free discussion as the best means of cliciting
theer Auy stcmns of 1nterest are particularly requcsted, fur even of nut
of yreat importance individuatly they contribute 1o a fund of information
{rom wlhich general results are obtain
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nieed ot paint out that for many the Casava Lusinkgnan, with s spe
cial class of readers, is not only an excejionally good mediuni for securing
publicity, but 1s wdispensable for those who weuld brng themshves befure
the notice of that clas.  Special attention is divected to **\WanTED™ and
“For SaLk” adveru:sements, which will be tnserted 3n a conspicuous posi-
tion at the uniform price of 15 cents per lir.e for eachinsertion. Announce
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Sutactibers 1all find the small amount they pay fos the Canapa Lust-
BERMAN quitc insignificant as compared with its value to them. erc is
not an mgundual 1n the trade, or specally interested an s, who should not
be on our list, thus_obtaining the present benefit and aiding and encours
oging us to render it even more complete.

FREIGHTS ON HARDWOODS.

Tue injustice from which the hardwood industry
of Canada has so lung suffered as a result of dis-
crimination in freight rates may yet be rectified.
As forecasted in a previous issue, the question
has been taken up by the Lumbermen’s Associa-
tion of Ontario, and recently a deputation from
that body interviewed the traffic managers ot the
Grand Trunk and Canadian Pacific railways at
Toronto, on the subject. It was pointed out that
no discrimination should be made as between
pine and hardwood lumber, that the higher freight
riates 2n the latter could not justly be maintained,
and that it would be in the interest of the lumber-
ing industry, the railway companies, and the
country generally, to encourage the manufacture
of hardwoods. The representations of the depu-
tation werc promised the usual consideration.

With but few exceptions, from one to two and
one-ball cents per 100 pounds is charged against
hardwoods as compared with pine and other soft
woods shipped to points in Canada. This can
be verified by reference to the freight rates pub-
lished on the third page of the Caxaba LuMBER-
MaN Weekey LEoimton, and which are revised
by the railways. Taking one or two points for
illustration, the rate from the Owen Sound,
Wiarton and Hepworth district to Toronto is 63
cents per 1oo pounds on pineand 7!z cents on
hardwoods ; to Montreal from same district the

rate is 124 and 13 cents respectively, a difference

of 2% cents. The average discrimination, how-
ever, to Ontario points, is about one cent per 100
pounds. This, at a glance, seems a trifling dis-
crimination, yet a little investigation shows how
seriously it is affecting the hardwood trade.  The
minimum car-load of lumber, as fixed by the
railway authorities, is 10,000 feet, and the
minimum weight 30,000 pounds. Thus, on a
car-load of hardwood lumber the overcharge of
one cent per 100 pounds would be equal to three
dollars, or 30 cents per thousand feet. This, in
these days of keen competition, is quite an im-
portant item.

The business of exporting hardwoods to the
European markets is handicapped to a still
greater extent.  From the hardwood district of
Owen Sound to Montreal, the nearest point of
vessel loading, the additional charge on a cur-
load of hardwoods over that of pine is $7.30,
equal to 75 cents per thousand feet.  This cannot
but have a tendency to discourage any efforts in
the direction of establishing an export trade.

What method of figuring was adopted by the
railway authorities in arriving at the decision to
subject hardwoods to a higher rate of freight
than pine it is difficult to conceive.  Itis generally
understood—in fact, we are so advised by the rail-
ways—that the schedule of rates is based upon
the valuation of the goods. This being so, the
inference is that the members of the Classification
Committee are of the opinion that hacdwood
lumber is more valuable than pine. Suchis not
the case. Were there to be found in this country
even moderate quantities of mahogany, wainut,
rosewood, cherry, etc., the conte~tion that hard-
woods are more expensive than pine might be
justified. But we observe that such woods as
these are placed in a higher category than the
other hardwoods, and are not permitted to be
shipped at the same rate of freight, the railway
companies reserving the right to make special
charges for more valuable woods. The evident
intention is, therefore, to discriminate against the
cheaper varieties of hardwoods.

The hardwood timbers found most plentifully
in Ontario are birch, ash, elm, maple and beech.
The average selling price of these is, we believe,
below that of pine, while the cost of manufactur-
ing is even greater, leaving a smaller profit for
the manufacturer. The waste in pine during
process of manufacture is comparatively small,
while at least 25 per cent. of the hardwood tim-
ber finds its way to the wood pile, in the shape of
hearts and other defects. The remaining 735 per
cent. is worth about $13 per thousand feet at the
mill.  Out of every thousand feet ot logs only
750 feet of saleable lumber is obtai~ d, netting
$9.75- The average price paid fo ‘ogs is $6
per thousand feet, and adding $2 as 1 . cost of
manufacture, brings the cost to the mill man of
producing one thousand feet of marketable lum-
ber to $8. It will thus be seen that the margin
of profit is very small, and that but a limited
revenue is derived from the small cut of the
average hardwood mill. Another feature of the
hardwood trade is that it is impossible to handle
large stocks, as can be done with pine, owing to
scattered growth, and the fact that only a small
percentage of it is suitable for saw logs, small
and rough logs going into firewood.

We believe it to be a short-sighted policy on
the part of the railways to discriminate against
the hardwood industry, which, more perhaps
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than many other branches of commerce, requires
fostering at least to a reasonable extent. g
given equitable freight rates, and under presen
conditions, the export of hardwoods to foreign
markets is certain to increase, as it has done,
even under unfavorable circumstances, during the
past few years. Ontario, the hardwood provinge
of the Dominion, is so situated geographically a5
to be largely at the mercy of the railway con.
panies with respect to export.

The question of equitable freight rates also
bears a close relation to the development of local
industries. The scattered growth of hardwoods
makes it necessary that they should be trans.
ported to some central point for manufacture at
the lowest possible cost.  Within the lust fey
years several factories have been established in
Ontario for the manufacture of wood specialties,
such as chair stock, clothboards, etc., for expon,
hardwood timber being used as the raw material,
These industries, employing bundreds of work.
men, are of great advantage to the country, util.
izing, as they do, much timber which could not
be exported at a profit, and which would other.
wise remain in the bush to be destroyed by ire,
A liberal policy on the part of the railways will
result in the establishment of a still greater
number of such industries, as well as in greatly
increasing the volume of freight traffic.

It is desirable that everyone interested n the
hardwood trade should lend their aid to accomp.
lish a reduction in the freight rate. It is beheved
that the Joint Traffic Association is responsible
for the discrimination which now exists, and it
should anly be necessary to preseat the fucts m
their proper light in order to obtain redress.

THE PROPOSED TIMBER AND DEAL
CHARTER.

O~ another page will be found a copy of the
new timber and deal charter as drawn up by the
British Chamber of Shipping for the regula-
tion of the Canadian export tinber trade. This
charter is so unsatisfactory and contains so many
objectionable clauses that the timber interestson
both sides of the Atlantic have strongly expressed
their dissatisfaction therewith. On October
28th, at a meeting convened in London, Eng.,
by the Timber Trade Federation, the following
resolution was passed :

¢ That this meet’ yg, having considered the proposed
new British North America chastter, formulated by the
Chamber of Shipping, and bhaving regard to the
unammous objections of the trade n all patts of te
Kingdom to its provisions, cannol advise membess of the
federation to attend the conference called by the Chamber
of Shipping for November 2nd, 18¢S. This mecting
further considers that, in view of the abortive result of
the prolonged negotiations with the Chamber of Shuppug
respecting the Baltic charter, such conference, on the
basts of the form now submitted, could not lead o any
satisfactory arrangement being arrived at, the tiade
being satisfied that the terms cmbodied in the London
Chamber of Commerce and similar forms now geaerlly
in use, are fair and reasonable for both parties.”

This resolution has been concurred in by the
shippers from Montreal and Quebec, who regard
the charter as inapplicable to these ports, and
not nearly so satisfactory as the London Cham-
ber of Commerce charter now in use.

This question is one which may seriously
affect the Canadian export trade, causing, as it
must, a temporary deadlock in chartering. Vet
the form of charter seems so manifestly un-




