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FREIGHTS ON HARDWQODS.

MIL injustice front % luich tic hardwood industry
afi Canada lias sa l.ng suffcred as a resuit ai dis-
crimination in freight rates anay yet be rectified.
As foreca.-,ed in a previaus issue, the question
lias bei taken uip b) the Lumbermien's Associa-
tion oi Ontario, sîîc recently a deputation from
ttat body intcrviewcd the traffic managers af the
Grand Trulli and Canadian Pacific railways ait
Toronta, on tlie suhject. It %vas pointed aut that
no discrimination should lie nmade as betwccn
piîîe and huîrdswaod lunîber, that thic biglier- reighit
rates -)f the latter coulai not jîastl> bc maintained,
and that it w~ould be il) tlîc interest af tlie lunîber-
iîîg industry, the railivay corspaliies, and thxe
country geîîerally, to encouîrage tlîe manufacture
aof hardwoads. The repre'seîtations af tlîe depu-
tatian %%erc praîîîised the usual cansider,îtion.

W''itii but fcw cxccptiansb, fromn ane ta twvo and
anc-hall cents per icaa pouinds is charged againblt
hiardwoo(ls as canipared withl pine and other soit
woods shipped ta points iii Canada. This cars
bc verified by reference tai tîxe freighit rates pub-
lislied on the third page ai the Ca~o~ Lu.Niien-
tiAN WVEERLY EuiTIoN, anîd villiclî are revised
by the railways. Takiîîg oîîe or two poinuts for
illustration, the rate from the Oveî Sounid,
\Viartan and Hepworth district ta Toronto is 6/-'
cents per 100à pauinds on piste and 7,1z cents on
hardwoods ; ta Zsontreal front saie district tie
rate is i2 1j- aîd 15 cenits respectively, a différence

ai 2Y2 cents. The average discriminiation, lio%"-

ce'cr, ta Ontario poinits, is abouît anc cenît per toas

pounds. This, at a glance, seeîîîs a trifluig dis-
crimnîation, yet a, littlc inîvestigationi showvs how
seriously it is afl'ectimîg the hardwood tirade. Thc
minîimum car-load of lumiber, as fixed by tlîe
railwvay nttorities, is 1a,ooo feet, and the
mîinimunm wvight, 30,000 poutnds. 'I'lus, an a1
car-load af hardwood luîîiber tlîe overcliarge of
ane cenit per tocs pounds %wauld be equal ta thrce
dollars, or 30 cents per thousaîîd feet. Thtis, in
these day's of keen conîpetitiali, ks quite an ini-
portanit item.

Tue business ai exporting lîa-rdvoods ta tic
Eutropean markets is lîandicapped to a still
greater extent. Froni the lîairdvood district of
Owe-i Sound ta Montreal, tlîe ncarest point of
vessel loading, the additional charge an a c.ar-
load ai hiardwoods over tlîat ai pille is $7.50,
equal to 75 cenîts per thousand feet. This canuiot
but have a tendency ta discoura-ge any efforts in
tile direction ai establishiîîg an export trade.

WVlat method of figuring %vas adopted by the
railway authorities in arriv ing at the decision ta
subject liardtoods, ta a higher rate ai freiglit
thian pine it is jîficult ta concei%,e. It is generally

iderstoosi-in filet, ive are soadsiseJ b> the rail-
wa>s-that the sehiedule of rates is based upon
thle valuation ai the gaods. This being so, the
inféence is. tlîat thie members ai the Classification
Comnuittec are ai tlîe opinion that liaýdood
lumber is mare valuiable îlian pine. Such is not
the case. Were there ta be fouaid in this cauntry
even moderatc quantities aof maliogany, walnut,
roseu ood, cherry, etc., the conte'-tion tlîat hard-
woads are mare expenlsive than pine niit be
justified. But wve observe thiat sucla woods as
these are placed in a iluiher category than the
otlier lîardwvoods, aîîd are flot permlitted ta be
shipped at the same rate of freiglit, the railway
companies reserving the riglit to make special
charges for more valuable .,.oods. The evident
intention is, therefore, ta discriminate against the
cheasper varieties ai hardwoods.

The hiardwood tiîîîbers iound most plentifully
in Onîtario are birch, ash, elm, maple and beech.
Tie average selling price of tlhese is, Ivwlcte
belowv thiat oi pille, while the cost ai manufactur-
ing is even greater, leaviaîg a smaller profit for
tie mnifacturer. The wvaste in pine during
pracess af manufacture is camparatively small,
wlile at least 25 per cent. ai tlîe hiardwvood tim-
ber finds its wvay ta the wood pile, in thîe shape ai
lhearts and athier deiects. The remlaining 7,5 per
cent. is wvarth about $13 per thousand feet at UIl
mill. Out ai every thousand teet ot logs only
750 feet ai saleable lumiber ks abtah- d, nctting
$9.75. The average pr:ce paid fa logs is $6
per thausand feet, and adding $2 as t At cost ai'
manufacture, brings the cast ta the înihl mani af
praduacing anc thîausand feet of marketable ]um-
ber ta $8. It will thuts be seen that the margin
ai profit is ver>' small, and that but a limitcd
revenîue is derived front tbe smalh cut ai the
average hiardwvood inill. Another feature af the
hardivood trade is thiat it is impossible ta hiandle
large stocks, as can be donc wvith piale, awing tai
scattered grawth, and the fact that onl>' a sniall
percentage of it is suitable: for saw logs, smiall
and rougli lags gaing inta irewvood.

XVe believe it ta bc a short-sighted policy on
the part oi the railways tai discriminate against
the hardwood industry, which, mare perhaps

than Inan>' ali er branches af comîmerce, requires
fostcring at lcast to a reasonable cxîent. If
giv'en equihable frciglit rates, and titiler prescri
Conditions, the cxport of lîardwIotlds lis (oreigu
markets is certain to increcase, as it, Isas done,
even linier tnfavorable circunmstanccs, tlkàring the
past few years. Ontaio, the lîardwood province
of the Dominilon, is so situated geograpîLally as
to be largely at the nîercy of the railutay con,.
panties with respect ta cxport.

Tlîe question of equitable freighit rates also
bears a close relation tai the development (il local
industries. The scattered growth of huairdwoods
makes it necessary that tliey should be trants.
ported ta sorte central point for manuifacture at
tlie lowest possible cost. Within the l.ast fewv
years several factories have been estabhshJed in
Ontario for the manufacture ai wood specialties,
such as chair stock, clotilboards, etc., for cxport,
hardwood timibr being used as tic raw mlatcrial.
These industries, emiploying hutndreds of wvork.
nmens are af great advanlage ta the counitrY, uitil.
izing, as they do, much timber svhich could not
be exported ait a profit, and which %vould other-
vise remain in tlîc busýh to be destro)ed b>) iire.
A liberal policy on tlie part of the %%il.>snIll
resit in the estatlibhmient ai a still greitter
number of sucli industries, as w~ell as iii grce.uI>
increasing the volume ai ireighit traffic.

It is desirable that everyone interested in the
h;irdwaood trade should lend their aid to accomp.
lislh a reduction in the freighit rate. It is belicved
that the joint Traffic Association is responsble
for the discrimination %which now exist-s, and i
shoulcl only be necessary to prescnt uIeci la
their proper light in order ta obtain redrt:ss.

THE PROPOSED TIMBER AND DEAL
CHARTER.

0O, another page %vill be fund a copy of the
neiv timber and deal charter as drawn Up b> the
Britishi Chamber ai Shipping for the regula-
tian ai the Canadian e\port tiînber trade. This
charter is so unsatisfactory and cantains so rnany
objectianable clauses that the timber interestson
bath sides of the Atlantic have strongly expresseid
their dissatisfaction thercwith. On October
2Sth, at a meeting convened in London, I'ng.,
by the Timiber Trade Federation, the following
resolution %vas passed:

"Tleîtttliis mc:' g. 1iaving considcred fic prpoe
flCw ;raitià Nortii Aincrica cliatier, rotniuiated tl ie h
Cliamber of Slaippiaîg, asid liîving regard lis tise
unaninous objection.s of lise tradc ani ail paalt. tt tic
kngdonu tu ais pros l'son%, --. ntîoI aîds. se nnbcs t'f tise
féderaiosi t0 attend tire conîféence scallcd b' tise CIaaaîer
of Siîilpmnz for Novemiber siîd, iSj$. Tils mieciing
fuîrier conbiders finit, i vicwv of lire aboruive re',ult of
fic prolonged negotaatioa:s witliliste Clianiber of blispsnZ
rcspectang 8bi. Balic charter, ici conférence, ona thse
basas of lise foran no%% stabniattcd, cuald not Padîî -o' an>

SAf.lO>arraingenicat being arrivcd i, Ille ilsAde
bciaîg satiNied it is uecrms cmibodicd in lise London
Chailber of Conncrcc aad sianiar fornis now gcaîcrnlly
in tiîs, arc l'air and rc.'sonable for b)otta parties.-

This resolution lias been cancurred in liv the
shippers irom Montreal and Quebec, wha regard
the charter as inapplicable ta these ports, and
not nearly so satisfactory as the Londan Chann-
ber ai Commerce charter now in use.

This question ks ane whica may seriously
affect the Canadians export trade, causing, .,- it
must, a tenîporary deadlock in chartering. Yet
the form ai charter seems so mnanifestly unl-
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