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superior to-day to its original germ ini vitality

and force, as it is in flexibility and learning. So

that the fusion of its parts, of which Monday

presented the outward and visible sign, was no

heraldic pageant ormi-ere historic survival ; it was

the starting point of a newv developrnent Nvith a

boundless range for ils energies to corne. And

the era of Victoria wvill certainly not bc tlîe lcast

in the annals of our law, anîic îlîat snîall list of

epochs which have seen our administrative sys-

temn recast, a list that cati hardly lx' cxtendcd

beyond the naines of tlîc Conqucror, the flrst

and the second Hienry, tlie first Edivard. and the

Restoration.

FeNv of tliose whlo prcsscnl on Monda), to

catch a glimipse of the shiow or procession, ivil]

have an), idea that tlie ceremnoiy oif the day wvas
in some sort an act of respect to tAie Great

Charter itself, wvhen viewed iii connexion wîth
recent Acts. The Coiîion l>leas, by virtue of

the judicature Act, being mnerged in the Hligh
Court of justice, having perforce 10 quit the Hall
of Rufus, that 'certain place' in wvhiclh the),
settled as required by tlic Charter of John. On

the çlay that they mnigiate 10 that other, but ncwv
'certain pl'ace,' by the T1emple and the Inns of
Court, where they may look for a history as long

in timies 10 coi-ne, it is due to tle conventional
respect Nve ail of us pay 10 thîe Act of R-»unny-

miede, that the ' place ' slîould bie proclaimced iii
the siglit (if tlîe nation. But tlîe cereinony, if

conrîccted %vith flic future through flic judica-
ture Acts of the present reign, gocs l)ack in ils
symbols andl suggestions to a limie miuch carlier

than thc Bar'ons and tlîe Charter. Iii those

days, as now, there wvas a Chancellor, but no

Court of Chaiîcery :then there was trn Exche-
quer, but no Court of Exchiequer ; there %were

then, as nowv, no courts of exclusive law and

equity ;there %vas one supreme court, of wbich
ail the judges had a share ; there %vas a Chief

justice, but no special Court of King's Bench.
Nay, more, the ceren-ioiy of Monday, gatbered

in one bail the execuitive and legislative cliiefs,
beside the judicial. And so, when tlic Sovereign

in state instailed at length the unitecl Courts of
justice in their newv conîmon seat, and tliere
took lier place surrouîîded by ber sons and hier
faiiiily, by the officers of lier lîouse and tlîc
officers of State, b), peers and miagnates of
var(>us degree, the scene iii the great gothic
hall at St. Cleiiîent's crusyservcd 10 recaîl

one of the gatheririgs in the dawn of 'Englishl
history, wvhen the King's Court was Parliament,
Council, Cabinet, Chancery, King's Bench, Ex'-
checjuer, and Comminon Pleas in one, and claiiiied
to bie a survîval of the old English 1 ernot,
wvhich had poNver to dispose of the throne jîseif.
It is a quaint point of resemnblance to the repre-
sentative character of this rather elastic body of
counicillors, that ii the open court bcyond, the
First Coînnîissioner proposes t0 pla(ce, beside SO
many \Vîtan, or Sapicotes, a stout contingent
fromn the people.

'l'li scene inust strangely reinind us of that
stuhborni continuiity in our- English aw hicli has
feuN parallels iii history. But tvo institutions of
inan c-an bc found 10 surpass il -one ifl the
ancient -world, o0 n tic spiritual sphicr-e -the

law of Roîne, and the Christian Church. And
10 put asidc these, no modern civil institution,
unless wve counit thc throne of England, has any
such continuouis record. The origins of the
Englishi law and ils principal offices can bie
traced back in unbrokcn series to types that are
distant nearly a thousand years. And the ac-
tuai organization and formrs of our own miemory
have for somne seven or eight centuries been ini
full activity. They wverc venerable tbings before
tlîe Constitution itsclf bad begun its secular
course of developmnent. A man tried for treason
to-day nîust be judged by a law~ mîade before the
battlc of 1oictiers was fought, 530 ycars ago ; and
at this hour the greaîcsî of aIl authorities in law
is lic wli() once was Attorney- (;cneral to Queen
Elizabeth. No man can understand howv an acre
of land is transferred till hc goes back to the
laws of the first Edward ;andl the art of con-
veyancing ai-ose out of innovations which, in
things spiritual, are called tlîc Reformnati on.

A case tried 200 years ago, but for trivial ver-
bal differences, mnight easily bie taken to bie ar-
gued but ycsterday ;and as to tlîe reports of ioo
vears back, therc are scores of cascs 'vhere every
hurn of expression and argument mnay 1e heard
any day in tcrmn. The apparahus of the Great
Scal and its bodyguard, the Hanaper Office, and
thc Petty Bag, and the quaint offices remember-
cd by living men, aIl descended f romi ages wvben
grcat mnen could not write their naines. The
noblcst hiall that remains to us fromn the great
architecture of the Middle Ages bas been the
Royal Court of Justice, ever since its walls were
raiscd. Thle nîost perfect hall of the Renais-
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