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themselves. Taking over of the great institutions
for production and communication, first by joint
stock companies, later on by trusts,

L

then by the
State. The bourgeoisie demonstrated to be a »'illu‘l"-
fluous class. All its social functions are now per-
formed by salaried employees.

[TII. Proletarian Revolution Solution of the
contradictions. The proletariat seizes the publi
power, and by means of this transforms the social

1ized means of production, slipping from the hands
of the bourgeoisie into public property. By this
act, the proletariat frees the means of production
from the character of capital they have thus far
borne, and gives their socialized character complete
freedom to work itself out. Socialized production
upon a predetermined plan becomes henceforth
possible. The development of production makes
the existence of different classes of society thence-
forth an anachronism. In proportion as anarchy
in social production vanishes, the political authority
of the State dies out. Man, at last the master of his
own form of social organization, becomes at the
same time the lord over Nature, his own master
iree.

To accomplish this act of universal emancipa-
tion is the historical mission of the modern prole-
tariat. To thoroughly comprehend the historical
conditions and thus the very nature of this act, to
impart to the now oppressed proletarian class a
full knowledge of the conditions and of the meaning
of the momentous act it is called upon to accom-
plish, this is the task of the theoretical expression
of the proletarian movement, scientific Socialism.




