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CHINESE LABOR.

There are laws on the Statute-book now 
forbidding the employment of Ohlnese be­
low ground In coal mines. And, as the 
following report will show, the strenuous 
efforts which the Conservative adminis­
tration have made In even the few months 
during which they have held office to 
carry these laws Into effect and to vindi­
cate the right of the Province to legislate 
on the Chinese question, is proof positive 
to all electors whose su-pport they are now 
seeking that the Conservative Government 
are worthy of being trustees to protect 
the Interests of the white miner and every 
laboring man.

As Is well known, the chief offenders 
against the statutes relating to employment 
of Chinese below ground are the Welling­
ton Colliery Company In the coal mines 
at Union, B.C.

The McBride Government took office 
last June. One of their first acts was to 
Instruct the Inspector of Coal Mines to 
see that the regulations as to the exclu­
sion of Chinamen from underground work­
ings should be carried out. To the Inspec­
tor's notices to put the Chinamen out, the 
colliery company paid no attention what­
ever. but went gaily on working their coal 
properties with Celestials. Seeing this, 
the government at once took more strenu­
ous measures. “We will flgM the ques­
tion through the highest courts in the 
land," said the company. “You will have 
to. or else obey the law,” replied the 
government, and in July formal proceed­
ings were commenced against the com­
pany, and a conviction obtained. The 
tine was paid, and—the Chinamen kept on! 
Seeing that the company had no intention 
of fairly testing the question, the govern­
ment had one of two courses open to 
them, either to Instruct a lawyer to camp 
at the pit mouth and lay daily informa­
tions against the eompanv for every China­
man employed, or to bring the matter to 
a head at once by an Injunction against 
the company. The latter course being the 
quickest, and most decisive way of settling 
the question once and for all, it was 
adopted, and the following report of pro­
ceedings shows conclusively the way in 
which the Conservative Government stand 
by their promises, and the untiring efforts 
and bona fide spirit with which they have 
endeavored to enforce the anti-Chinese leg­
islation.

A writ was Issued by the Attorney-Gen­
eral on September 15th, an application

for an Injunction made Immediately, and 
on the following day the question was 
argued before Mr. Justice Irving in the 
Supreme Court, a report of whictii here 
follows Jn detail:

The Attorney-General, Hou. A. E. Mc- 
Phlilllps, K. Ü., and D. M. Rogers, appeared 
for the government, the company being 
represented by A. P. Luxton. The case was 
opened by the Hon. the Attorney-General 
submitting the affidavit of Thomas Morgan 
in support of the motion, as follows:

I, Thomas Morgan, of the city of Nanai­
mo, In the province of British Columbia, 
Inspector of Coal Mines, make oath and say 
ns follows:

1. I am one of the Inspectors of Coal 
Mines for the province of British Columbia, 
ap|>ointed by the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council, under the provisions of the Coal 
Mines Regulation Act, on or about the first 
day of November, 1898, since which date 
I have up to the present time continuously 
discharged the duties of said office.

2. One of my duties as inspector ns afore­
said is to investigate aid accidents occur­
ring in coal mines situate on Vancouver 
Island, and to ascertain us far as possible 
the causes of such accidents.

3. At tihe time I received the above-men­
tioned appointment I had had twenty-nine 
years experience as a miner In the coal 
mines at Nanaimo, in this province.

4. The defendant company at the preset 
time Is operating three coal mines at 
Union aforesaid, known respectively as 
No. 4 Slope, No. 5 Shaft, and No. 0 Shaft.

5. The defendant company at the present 
time employs below ground in No. 4 Slope 
96 white men BBd 92 Chinamen : in No. 
5 Shaft, 30 white men and 86 Chinamen; 
in No. 6 Shaft, 6 white men and 43 China- 
ment.

6. The defendant company always employ 
below ground in No. 6 Shaft more China­
men than white men.

7. On the 15th day of July, 1903, an ex­
plosion occurred In No. 0 Shaft, where a 
number of Chinamen were working, result­
ing in the death of 16 Chinamen and In 
serious injuries to 5 Chinamen. I made an 
Investigation Into the cause of the said 
explosion, but was unable to determine 
beyond a doubt how it occurred, but I am 
inclined to think It must be attributed 
to the negligence or Ignorance of the said 
Chinese miners.

8. On the 17th day of April, 1879, an ex­
plosion of gas occurred in the Wellington 
Colliery by Which 7 white men and four
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