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" ToBiEB —The number of loyalists who arrived in Nova

Scotia was very great. They constituted a large proportion of

the original settlers in almost every section of the colony. So

termed because of their loyalty to the sovereign, and unwill-

ingness to remain in the revolted and independent States, they

found their way hither chiefly in the years 1783-4. Some-

times termed refugees, because of their seeking refuge on

British soil from those with whom they had contended in the

great Revolutionary struggle, the names are often interchanged,

whilst sometimes they are joined together in the title of

Loyalist Refugees.' No less than 20,000 arrived prior to

the close of the year in which the Independence of the United

States was acknowledged. These chose spots suited to thei^*

inclinations, if not always adapted to their wants, in the

counties of Digby, Annapolis, Guysboro', Shelburne, and

Hants. In these five counties, for the most part, are resident

the children of the loyalists, though, as hinted, they are to be

met with in smaller companies elsewhere.

"We cannot doubt that the purest motives and highest sense

of duty actuated very many, though not all, of this vast num-

ber, when they turned their backs upon the houses and farms,

the pursuits and business, the friends and relations of past

years. To this may, in some measure, be attributed the

marked loyalty of this province. Principles of obedience to

the laws, and allegiance to the crown, were instilled into the

minds of their children, who in their turn handed down the

sentiments of their ancestors until t^e good leaven spread, and

tended to strengthen that loyalty which already existed in the

hearts of the people. More than once has this trait been mani-

fested by our countrymen in town and country. When the

first blood of the rebellion in Canada was shed in 1837, meet-


