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tatlon. Their political knowledge also, they

derived from their orators, who were obliged to

t'X])liiiii [o them, in the clearest manner, all pub-
lic measures, and all their relatit)ns with other

Grecian States, and with foreign nations. It

doefc" not appear, that this diirusion of knowledge
among the Athenians, was, in any respect, in-

jurious to public peace and good ord ^r, or to the

virtue and patriotism, to the sobiijtv, industry

or bravery of the citizens. They were an. in-

genious and scientific, an enterprising and highly

conimercial nation. There never w as a braver,

or a more public-spirited people. I'hcir bravery

alone defended Greece against the vast power of

the Persian empire ; their patriotism and love

of liberty, proved the best, and most formidable

obstacles to the usurpation of the Macedonian
Priiicer.—Yet, their means of mformation were
far inferior to those, which such among the

moderns as acquire the first elements of educa-

tion, do, or may derive from the press. Their
method of obtaining information was momenta-
ry, fluctuating and calculated to inflame the pas-

sions : among the moderns, it is permanent, and
fitted to improve the reasoning faculty.

But, undoubtedly, the most proper examples

niust be sought for in modern times, and in

countries that more nearly resemble our own.
And, to remove every shadow of doubt on this

subject, nothing shall here be taken upon trust

or conjecture : on the contrary, my authority

for every statement that is brought forward shall

be distinctly noted.

All writers who have given us any account

of Iceland, are agreed, that a certain degree of
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