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Chap ^^ ^^ confidence of the a4inifiist^^tju)^. Thf^t ^hich

Y^* WM» ^n^ly agreed upon, as best adapted to reconcile t^e
* (Boiiflicting opinions entertained on the subject, limited

t^^e total amount of the expenditure for the year, includ-

ing the appropriated revenue, without howeyer making
any mention of the particular manner in which that

amount was to be applied. It also admitted the exis-

tence of the previous appropriation by law.* The Bill

^as in fact free of the apparent restrictions which ha;d

<* The Bill passed on the occasion, without specifying any of the con4i-

lions or restrictions which in some Instances accompanied lh.e votes, simply
enaeted (as it stands on the Statute Buoic,} " that in addition to the
4* revenues appropriated for defraying the eipenses of the admini!<tration

*fpf Justice and for suppoitof the Civil Government of the Province,
*< theris shall be supplied and paid from and out of the unappropriated
«( aonies which now aie, or hereafter may come into the hands of the Re-
4* ^iver General of the Province for the time being, such sum or sums aji

"'maybe necessary to make up and complete a sum not exceeding fifty
•* eiyst thousand and seventy-four pounds two shillings and eleven pence
** stairling, for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the Civil Govern>
** neat of this Province and of the administration of Justice therein, and
** tlie other expenses* for the said year, commencing the first day of No-
••(TCqiber 18S4, and ending the tbirty>first day of October 1825." Lord
Batburst, the Colonial Minister, expressed his disapproOatlon of the bill.

The objections seem less to the bill itself, which only purports to limit the
expenditure for the year, including the appropriated fund, than to the pre>
tenslonf raised by the Assembly in connection with ir. This body in (heir

votes decidedly assomed the disposal uf that fund, but without specifying
itese votes in the bill which would have occasioned its rejection by the L.
Council, nevertheless pretend that ihelBxecutive was implicitly to be guid-
ed by then in the application of the gross sum voted for the year. An absu-
Into refusal of an aid the ensuing year it was said would be the result of
anv deviation from them. The disposal of the permanent fund exclusively
belonging to the Crown,and applicable by it towards the support of the Civil
Government, would therefore in this way devolve annually upon the Ass^m-
bly« which in supplying the aid, also controul and dictate, not by ilie bill,

Ibut in this indirect though not less effectual manner, the application of 'the

revenue previously appropriated—a system if admitted in practice tbat
would leave the Executive no nllernaiive between implicit acquiencence
In the annual votes of the Assembly, and the danger of a renewal of niisun*
derttandings on the subject every year. The application of the permanent
revenue pursuant to the annual dictate of the Assembly in the assumed dis-

posal of it, precludes every notion of exclusive right in ihe Crown to the
entire controul and application of that fund, as well as of a permanent
Civil List, permanent Salaries, independence of Judges and other Civil
Officers. Divested of these pretensions reserved by the Assembly, and
annually to be revived and acted upon, the Bill possibly might have been
unobjeciionable. The aid granted by it, is an uncertain sum, depending
upon the amount of the appropriated! revenue for ihe year. That aid con-
riaiaoftbe balance there may have been bet ween the amount of this reveiiMe
for the year 1825 and the sum specified in the Bill. As to the permanent
revenue in question, it seems by the concurrent opinions of the be<it autho-
rities in Britain, that the Kinjj's right to the sovereignty of the Colony ^oes
not rest upon a firmer ba»is, than doe^ His Majesty's right to the exclusive
controul and disposal of tbe fund coni>tituted by that revenue. The one may
Just as well be disputed as the other. It rests upon the rights of the King
of France in the Colony while under the French Crown—the conouest and
capitulations of Quebec and Montreal—the subsequent treaty of 1763, and
finally an act of the British Parliament in the year 1774 undisturbed by
the Isth Geo. III. ch. 13, but fully recognized by recent Acts, as well of
this Legislature nf this Province as of the Imperial Farlianent,—see Sd
Geo. iV. ch. 119 or Canada Tradt Jet.


