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their countrymen in LouHlana, can wc flatter ouifclvcs,

that they will not endeavour to improve it ? And that

there will be fuch profpe^t is indifputalc. Many rivers

afford n communication from Louifiana with the Great

Lakes all the way by water, except in fome of them,

fmall portages of a very few miles in the whole.

As I have faid before, the ceffion of Canada can only

include the Lakes j and, though the lands to the fouth

and weft of thofc Lakes, are in fact particularized in the

grants of fome of our colonies, yet the French will

claim aright to them, as appertaining to Louifiana : and

I will venture to aflert. Sir, that leave the French in

poflcffion of any part of the Miffifippi, or even on the

other fide of that river, though the bounds between

our colonies, and fuch fettlement fhould be ever fo

clearly and accurately pointed out, that our colonies

will never enjoy that fecurity we feem fo dcfirous of

giving them, by retaining fuch an uncomfortable gueft

as Canada ; and facrificing every other object to thai im-

portant confideration, if not at the expence of our whole

fenfes, at leaftofthe whole war. Would not the erecting

forts by us, at any great diftance from the Lakes, be

to very little purpofe, both in an ofFenfive and defen-

five view, and whether fo or not, would not the fup-

porting garrifons in fuch forts be attended with the ut-

moft expence and difficulties ? And yet, Sir, though we
retain Canada, we muft not only be obliged to f ipport

forts in Canada, and about the Lakes ; but, if we mean

to fecurc the fole poflelTion of the Lakes, and the ad-

jacent country, which is ours of right, we muft build

forts at fome hundred miles diftance from hofe Lakes,

particularly at the jundlion of the River Illinois wi h the

Miffifippi, the Miamis and Wabachc, with the Ohio,
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