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To this petition the (liid licutcnant-grn'crriour

returned for aniwcr, on the 1 1 th Jay of the

lanic month of December 177.^, that the (lih-

jed of it was a matter of too much importance

for his majeily's council of the faid province

to advife, or for him to determine upon, at a

time that, from the belt information lie had
received, the nftairs of the faid province wer^-

likely to become the objci^t of public regula-

tion in Luio-laad. *

Upon the receipt of thi* anfwcr from the

faid licutenant-governour, (which indeed was
no other than they had expeded,) the peti-

tioners determined to prepare another petition

to be prefented to his majcfty himfelf for the

tame purpofe. They accordingly did prepare

fuch a petition, together with a memorial to

the earl of Dartmouth, his iiiajefly's fecretary

of llate for America; which were as follows.

* To the king's moil exacllcnt majefty.

* The nioft humble petition of the fubfcribers,

* your majefty's antient and loyal fubjeds,
* freeholders, merchants, and planters, in

* the province of Quebeck, in North-
' America,

* Sheweth,

npHAT whereas your majefly, by your
•*• royal proclamation, bearing date at

Saint James's the feventh day of Odober,

one thoufand fevcn hundred and fixtv-three.
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