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Louisiana evacuated by the British Bombardment of Fort St. Phillip.

tish devolved on colonel Gubbins. As soon as these disasters

were made known to general Jackson, he prepared to throw

reinforcements across the river, to dislodge the enemy. This
measure was rendered unnecessary, however, by their voluntary

retreat across the river, in obedience to the order of Tcnei dl

Lambert.

On the 9th, general Lambert determined to relinquish tho

hopeless enterprise ; and immediately commenced the necessary

preparations, which were conducted with great secrecy. It was
not until the night of the 18th, however, that the British camp
was entirely evacuated. From the nature of the country, and
the redoubts which the enemy had erected to cover their retreat,

it was deemed unadvisable to pursue them. They left eight o^

their wounded, and fourteen pieces of artillery, behind them.

Returning by the same route along which so short a time

before they had advanced with hope and confidence, they reach-

ed the fleet without annoyance. Their loss in this fatal expe-

dition was immense. Besides their generals and a number of

valuable officers, their force was diminished by at least three

thousand men. It was undertaken too at a time when peace,

unknown to them, had been actually concluded ; and its suc-

cessful issue therefore could have led to no permanent results.

Commodore Patterson despatched five boats, under Mr.
Shields, purser on the New Orleans station, in order to annoy
the retreat of the British llect. This active and spirited offi-

cer succeeded in capturing several boats and taking a number
of prisoners.

The British fleet on the coast was not inactive during these

operations. It was intended that a squadron should enter the

Mississippi, and, reducing the works at Fort St. Philip, ascend

the river, and co-operate in the attack on New Orleans. The
bombardment of the fort commenced on the 11th of January,

and was continued with more or less activity for eight days.

At the end of this time, the enemy, finding they had made no
serious impression, dropped down the river, and put to sea.

The fort was garrisoned and^bravely maintained b^'' three hun-

dred and sixty-six men under the command of inaj r Overton.

Great rejoicing took place throughout the United States, and
especially in New Orleans, in consequence of these events ; and
every honour was bestowed upon the commander-in-chief. It is

to be regretted, however, that some unpleasant occurrences (tho

merit of which it is not within the plan of this work to discuss)

tended to alloy the brilliancy of success. Whether these are

to be ascribed to the vse, or aluse of martial law, we will leave

to others to determine.


